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T he Difcoveries made by the Englith during the 
Reigns of King Henry VII. and VIII. contazn- 
ing the Voyages of John Cabot, who fir? vifit- 
ed Newfoundland, aad the [land of St..John, 
and of Sebaftian Cabot for the finding out @ 
North-Weft Paffage, who firft difcovered the 
Continent of America, and failed along the 
Coaft as far as Florida. Mr. Hore’s oe 
to effablifh a Colony in Newfoundland ; the 
Misfortunes he met with; and a memorable In- 
france of the Generofity of King Henry VIII. Capr. 

; Hawkins érings a Brafilian Chief to England. 


OHNCABOT acitizen of Venice, 
ca who had been long fettled at Bri/fol, 
J failed in an Engi thip, with a view 
me of making difcoveries, in 1494, while 
MM Chriftopher Columbus was performing 
ET his fecond voyage, and actually faw ~ coatt °F 
Vou, lV. B Newfound 
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Newfoundland, to which he gave the name of 


Prima Vifta or Firft Seen; and on the 24th of June 
Janded in an ifland, which he called $+. Fohbn’s 
from his difcovering it on the day of that Saint. 
This ifland, which is in the Bay now called S¢. 
Lawrence, appeared to be extremely barren; 
but the fea around it abounded in fifh, and the 
natives, who wore the fkins of bears for cloaths, 
were armed with bows and arrows, pikes and 
wooden clubs, darts and flings. 

Upon this difcovery, King Henry VII. grant- 
ed a patent to John Cabot and his threé fons, 
Lewis, Sebaftian, and Sanchius, dated the 5th of 
March, 1495, with authority to fail with five 
fhips upon difcoveries to the eaft, weft.and north, 
allowing them the full properties of the coun- 
tries they fhould difcover, with this only refer- 
vation, that they fhould return to Brifol, and 
pay him the fifth part of the neat profits of the 
voyage, in confideration of which they were to 
have the exclufive right to the countries fo dif- 
covered, and no other Engh fubjects were 
to trade thither, without their licence. He had 
afterwards a new grant, by which he had leave 
to take fhips out of any of the portsof England 
of the burden of zo0 tons. ‘Fobx, however, 
dying before the fquadron fet fail, his fon Seba- 
ftian made a air og to the King, to difcover 
a north-weft paffage to the Zndies, and for that 
eh had a fhip manned and vittualled at 

riffol at the King’s expence, and three or four 
other fhips were fitted out by fome of the Mer- 
chants of that city, 
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With this {quadron,’Seba/ftian fet fail in May 
1497, and on the eleventh of June got into the 


Jatitude of 67. 30, where finding the fea ftill 


open, he imagined that he might have pafled 
thro’ into the Jzdian fea ; but his crew mutinying, 
he was obliged to return into the latitude of 56°. 
and from thence, he fteered along the Continent 
of America, tillhe came into 38°. on the coaft, 
which he exprefsly fays, was afterwards called 
Florida, where provifions growing fhort, he 
fteered back, and having touched at New/found- 


dand, returned to England. 


This Sebafian Cabot was the fir difcoverer 
of the Continent of America, which Columbus 
did not fee till a year after, and the firft who 
took a view of Florida, which was vifited by 
Juan Ponce de Leon, in 1512, who gave it the 
name of Florida; took poffefiion of it for the 
King of Spain, and ufually paffes forthe firft 
diicoverer. ‘This voyage, gave great light to 
Ferdinand Magellan, and induced him confidently 
to affirm, that fuch a paflage might be found 
by the fouth, which he happily effected 22 years 
after. 

Sebaftian Cabot after this, entered into the 
Spanifh fervice, when he difcovered the river 
Plata, and failed up it 360 miles. ‘This occa- 
fioned his being made grand pilot of Spain; but 
after rfieding for fome time at Sevi//e in that 
chatacter, he returned to Zngland, and was em- 
ployed by King Heary VIII. in conjunction 


_ with Sir Thomas Pert, Vice Admiral of England. 


‘Thefe gentlemen failed in 1516, with two fhips 
‘of 250 tons, to the coaft of Braf/, and after- 
B wards 
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wards vifited the Spani/h illands of Sz. Domingo, 
and Sz. bog: Porto de Rico. In the laft of thefe 
iflands they traded. and paid for what they had, 
by giving in exchange veffels made of pewter. 

A war with Scotland put an end to any further 
difcoveries during this reign. But~at length, 
Mr. Hore, a Merchant of London, refolved to 
attempt a fettlement in Newfoundland, and to 

o thither himfelf. ‘This gentleman receiving 
all the encouragement he could expect from 
King Henry VIII. many ‘young gentlemen of 
fortune and diftinguifhed rank, offered to fhare 
both the expence and danger of the undertak- 
ing; Mr. Hore therefore fitted out two ships, 
which fet fail about the end of April 1536, 
with 120 men on board, including 30 perfons 
of character, 

Within the fpace of two months they arrived 
at Cape Breton, from whence they failed round 
a great part of Newfoundland to Penguin ifland, 
in the latitude- of 50°. 40’, where they found 
great plenty of the towls from whence the ifland 
takesits name, ‘They afterwards went on fhore 
upon the Eaft fide of Newfoundland, and had an 
accidental view of a boat-full of the natives of 
the ifland, whom they purfued both by fea and 
land, but were not able to overtake them. They 


ftaid here till their provifions began to grow 


very fhort, and being then afraid to truft them- 
felves at fea in fuch a condition, delayed goin 
on board, till they were in fuch diftrefs, that 
they actually eat one another; for fome of them 
killed their companions privately in the woods, 
hid them, and then fecretly roafted and eat 
3 their 
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their flefh, till this horrid praétice coming to 
the knowledge of their Commander, he, by a 


judicious and pathetic fpeech, brought them to 


refolve rather to live upon grafs and weeds, than 
to fubfift any longer by this deteftable method. 

Soon after, a "French fhip well manned and 
victualled, put into the fame harhour; of this 
the Englif>, prompted by the irrefiftable calls 
of hunger, refolved to take advantage, and 
being weary of a country in which they had en- 
dured fuch miferies, wajted for a fair opportu- 
nity, and then feizing the French fhip, left their 
own, and failed dire¢tly for the coaft of England, 
They had a profperous voyage, aned arrived at 
§2. Ives in Cornwall, about the end of OGober, 
fo much altered, that their neareft relations did 
not know them. 

Some months after, the Frenchmen came to 
England to complain, that the Engl had run 


‘away with their fhip, and that hey fhould have 


perifhed with hunger, if they had not fupported 
themfelves by fifhing. King Henry examined 
clofely into the affair, and finding that extreme 
want was the fole caufe of an action that could 
be no otherwife juftified, he fatisfied the French 
to the full extent of their demands, and pardoned 
his own fubjeéts a crime which neceflity had 
forced them to commit, 

To thefe beginnings we owe the Newfoundland 
trade. Thatifland 1s of atriangular figure, 350 
miles in length from north to fouth, and 200 
miles in breadth at the bafe from eaft to weit, 
where broadeft. On the north, it is feparated 


from the Continent, by the narrow Streights. 
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of Belleifle; on the weft it has the Bay of $. 
Lawrence; on the fouth Cape-Breton; and on 
the eaft the Ocean. ‘There is no country in the 
world ‘better furnrhed with harbours, and it is 
abundantly fupplied with frefh water. The cli- 
mate in fummer is very hot, and in winter fo 
‘cold, that the {now lies upon the ground at leaf 
five months, notwithftanding its being fituated 
in between 47 and 52. of north latitude, and 
confequently more to the fouth than England. 
dt however produces filberts, ftrawberries, fome 
kinds of cherries, and other hardy fruits. Corn 
and hay fucceed but indifferently, yet it affords 
great plenty of venifon, wild- fowl, and fifth, fo 
that with dry food in plenty from Europe, peo- 
ple may live there very comfortably even m 
winter, fince the country produces fuel of feve- 
ral kinds in abundance. Jn fhort, notwithftand- 


ing the dreadful diftreffes of the above gentle- § 


snen who firft attempted a fettlement in this ifland, 
and notwithftanding the bleaknefs and barren- 
nefs of this inhofpitable country, it foon became 
of the utmoft confequence ; for towards the clofe 
‘of Queen Elixabeth’s reign, there were annually 
‘employed upon its coaft upwards of 200 fifhing 
veffels, on board of which ‘were above 8000 
feamen. 

Some time after Mr. William Hawhkins*, an 
officer in King Henry the VIlIth’s navy, made 
three profperous voyages to Guinea, and from 


* This gentleman was the father of the famous Sir 
John Hawkins, and the grandfather of Sir Richard Haw- 
éins, beth eminent feamen, 
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thence acrofs the Ailamric Ocean to Braf!, where 
having fome dealings with the Prince or chiet 
of the Brafiians, he exprefied a defire of feeing 
England; but at the fame time fhewed a fufpicion 
of his not obtaining leave to return home. ‘io 
remove this diftruit, Capt. Hawkins very readily 
offered to leave Mr. Martrr Cockram, whom 
the Jadians elteemed next to himielf, as an hof- 
tage, and this offer was readily accepted. 

“This Brafiliaz Chief he brought over, and 
prefented to King Herxry, who rec ceived and en- 
tertained him very kindly, and after a year’s ftay 
in Exgland, generouily ‘difmiifed him. But in 
his pailage home, the J/adiax Chief unhappily 
died, which gave all on board great concern, 
from an apprehenfion that Mr. Cecéram would 


be either punifhed with death, or detained du- 


sing life. Their fears were however ill founded ; 
for the Brafiiaxs hearing what they had to al- 
ledge, readily concluded that at was far from 
being likely, they would dare to return to their 
country, if they had ill ufed their King, and that 
Ai was Out of their power to preferve his life, if 
he was attacked by facknedis. They therefore freely 
fet Mr. Ceckram at liberty, kindly entertained 
the men, and furnithed the thip with a fufiicient 
cargo for Eeglars. This encouraged other Mer- 
chants to trade to thofe parts of Brafi that were 
not yet in the poifeffion of the Pertagezz4. 
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Capt. Drake’s Voyage to the Ifthmus of Darien. ‘ 


He takes the Town of Nombre de’ Dios, but ® ‘ 
being wounded, is obliged to retire, and leave J 
immenfe Treafures behind him. He however 
takes many Veffels laden with Provifions; and 
marching over land for Panama, has a View of 
the South Sea. He receives Intelligence of a 
vaft Treafure, but is difappointed by the Folly of 4 
one of bis Men. He then plunders Santa Cruz, 
and being joined by the Crew of a French Ship, 
¢ands at Rio Francifco, and feizes a great 
Number of Mules loaded with Gold and Silver.§. 
He makes a very dangerous but fuccefsful Attempt 
to regain his Pinnaces; rewardsthe Symerons} 
Sor the Affifiance they had given him, and returns 
to Plymouth, | 


N the following reign, the people were un- 
fuccefsfully employed in difcovering either 

a north-eaft. or a north-weft paffage, in hopesf, 
of grafping the whole trade of the Indies, and 
by bending all their ftrength that way, neg- 
lected making thofe difcoveries, that might 
have .been attended with fuccefs. But in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, who made the naval 


ef} 
vy 


ay. 


power of this nation her peculiar care, difco§, 
veries were carried on with frefh vigour, and bef 
tween the years 1562, and 1568, Captain John dy 2 
Hawkins made three voyages to the Weft fadies 

| and 
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and in all but the laft,-had very great fuccefs: 
In the year 1572, Capt. Francis Drake alfo 
made his famous expedition into the Weft Indies. 
, This gentleman who had accompanied his 
kinfman Sir Joba Hawkins, in his laft expedi- 
tion, fet fail from Plymouth on the 24th of May 
1572, in the Pa/caof 79 tons burden, with the 
Swan of 250 tons, commanded by his brother 


“4 Fohn Drake. He had on board 73 men and 
or DOYS» and had not only a good ftock of ammu- 


dq nition and a year’s provifions, but had three pin- 
apeneces ftowed on board, in pieces, that might, 
upon occafion, be fpeedily joined together. He 
of made the Canary iflands on the 2d of Fune and 
on the 29th pafled between Guadaloupe aud Do- 
minica, On the fouth fide of which they came 
to an anchor, and finding feveral cottages form- 
Wed of the boughs of palm-trees, but no fign of 
inhabitants, he inferred that thefe were the oce 
scafional refidence of fifhermen. 
Having ftaid here three days, he weighed 
anchor, and fteering towards the main land of 
Imerica, made Port Pheafant, where he erected 
his pinnaces, and was {oon after joined by Fames 


~ Raw/e, ina bark belonging to the J/le of Wight, 
opel ith 30 men, they being informed that he 


defigned to furprize Nombre de Dias. 

They left this place in company on the 22d 
NeS"bf July, and three days after took two {mall 
ellels, from Nombre De Dios, laden with planks, 
by which they learned, that fome foldiers were 
” laily expected at that town from the Governor 
i ee: Mt Panama, to protect the inhabitants from the 
d he yyerons, & people inhabiting the country be- 
som tween 
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tween that place and Panama. ‘'Thefe were de« 
{cended from thofe, who flying from the cruelty 
of the Spaniards, about eighty years before, had 
by degrees formed themfelves into a nation. 
Mr. Drake having treated thefe people ci- 
villy, fet them on fhore, judging it impoffible 
for them to convey any intelligence about him 
to the town, before his arrival, it being at a con- 
fiderable diftance by land; then taking 53 men 
with drums, trumpets, and warlike itores, he 
left the reft of his company with their fhips, 
under the care of Capt. Raw/e, ina fecure and 
fecret fituation, and proceeded in the pinnaces, 
keeping all day clofe under the fhore, and rowing 
hard at night, till he entered the harbour. He 
there got between the town and a {mall fhip 
juft arrived from Old Spain, which he forced to 
the other fide of the bay, to prevent her giving 
the alarm, and then landing without refiftance, 
marched up to the fort, where there was but one 
man, who fled to alarm the place. On the Cap. 
‘tain’s entering it he found no more than fix brats 
guns and a few culverins, which he difmounted. 
Mr. Drake, then leaving a few of his men t 
Keep poffeffion of the fort, and fome others t 
guard the pinnaces, marched to an high ground, 
where he divided the failors who accompanied 
him into two parties of fixteen men each. Oneun 
‘der the command of Fohz Oxenham, he orderet 


to enter the eaft end of the town, near thq 
market-place, while he himfelf, with drum 


‘beating and colours flying, led the reft up th 
principal ftreet. a 
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The inhabitants had drawn themfelves up near. 
the Governor’s houfe, to cover the gate leading 
to Panama, in order to fecure aretreat; but were 
{o terrified at the fight of the Exgij/Z, that af- 
ter firing two or three times, they threw down 
their arms and fled with the utmoft precipitation. 
The alarm bell ftill continued ringing, but Mr, 
Drake, having ordered it to be filenced, march- 
ed towards the Royal Treafury, which was then 
immenfely rich ; and the door of the ftore-houfe 
being in the confufion left open, faw a prodi- 
gious number of large filver bars, none of which 
the men were allowed to meddle with ; but un- 
happily at this inftant, a violent ftorm of thun- 
der, lightning and rain damaged their arms, 
@ and filled the men with apprehenjfions that their 
pinnaces were in danger. ‘This threw them 
into confufion; however Mr. Drake boldly in- 
fifted upon their proceeding, and would doubt- 
lefs have executed his defign of plundering the 
Treafury ; but becoming faint through lofs of 
blood, occafioned by a wound in his leg, which 
he had hitherto concealed, he was with much 
difficulty perfuaded to have it dreffed, and to 
be carried on board one of the pinnaces. This 
obliged the reft to retire to their veffels, with 
the lofs of one man. 

They now proceeded to a {mall but plentiful 
ifland, about two leagues from the town, greatl 

mortified at leaving fuch immenfe wealth behind 
them. ‘They there ftaid to refrefh themfelves, 
and then proceeded to their fhips, which they 
reached on the firft of duguff, when Capt. 
Raw/e, having no hopes of their meeting with 
fuccefs, 
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fuccefs, fince they were now certainly difcos 
vered all along the coaft, refolved to leave 
them. | 

Mr. Drake, having ftaid here fix days, failed 
for Carthagena, when he foon found, by the fir- 
ing of the ordinance, and ringing of the bells, 
that he was difcovered ; he however feized an 
outward bound fhip of 240 tons burden that 
Jay in the road, and two fmaller veffels, dif- 
patched thither from Nombre de Dios, to give no- 
tice of his being on the coaft: he however 
treated thofe on board with great civility, and 
fet them on fhore. | 

He now refolved to fink the Swaz, and 
knowing that thé failors would Oppofe it, pre- 
vailed on the carpénter to bore three holes in 
her bottom, when the water pouring in; they 


removed her cargo, and then fet fire to her tof 


prevent her falling into the enemy’s hands. 
This being done, he appointed his brother 
to command his own fhip, and went himfelf on 
board one of the pinnaces. He foon found a 
convenient fertile fpot on the coaft of Darien 
proper for erecting tents for his men, and pre 
paring fuch warlike ftores as he molt wanted 
They were here perfectly covered from view 
and the veffel lay entirely concealed in a neigh 
bouring creek, by which means he hoped to raik 
a belief, that he had entirely left the coaft. 
Having ftaid here till the eighth of September 
he left his brother to take care of the ship 
and, taking part of the men, proceeded wit 
two pinnaces for the Rio Grande, keeping 4 
much as poffible out of fight. He landed hi 
me! 
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men about two leagues to the weftward of Car- 
thagena, where treating the Indians with great 
civility, they fupplied him with cattle and other 


1 frefh provifions ; for which he gave them fome 
‘. tries inexchange. ‘The next day he made the 
by mouth of the river; where they had a terrible 
n ftorm, and after that was over, the men were 
atm much peftered with mufketo’s; but defended 
{- themfelves againft their attacks by rubbing their 
o-—— bodies with lemon-juice. 


They found the channel of the Rio Grande 23 
nd fathoms deep, and fo broad, that it required a 

very good eye to fee from fhore to fhore. They 
ndjj here faw feveral houfes, anda Spaniardbeckoning 
re-f™ tothem, they made towards the land, when he 
finding that they were not his countrymen, as 
he had at firft imagined, betook himfelf to flight. 
‘They however landed, and found fome cheefe,, 
white rufk, bacon, feveral forts of {weet-meats, 
and a confiderable quantity of fugar, out of 
which they fupplied their veffels, with as much 
as they wanted. 

Mr. Drake now failed back to his brother, 
and by the way boarded {feveral veffels in hopes 
of finding gold, but they happened to be laden 
only with provifions and other neceffaries. Of 
thefe he took a great quantity, and difpofed of 
i it in an ifland in fuch a manner, that if any 

part of it fhould be furprized by the Spaniards, 
there would ftill be a fufficient fupply left, in 
cafe he fhould ftandin need of it. During his 
abfence his brother Fosz had concluded a league 
iq of friendthip with the Symerons, whom he pro- 


mifed to affift againft the Spaniards, from whom 
meq Vou. IV, C they 
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they had lately taken a large quantity of gold 
and filver, and thrown it into the river; for as 
they fet no value on that metal, they had no 
other motive for feizing it than that of exaf- 
perating their enemies, 
_ As it was unufual for the Spaniards to bring 
down their treafures during the rainy feafon, 
which now approached, Capt. Drake refolved 
to cruize in thofe feas till the time of their 
fetting out, during which he plundered a great 
number of fhips, but unhappily his brother 
bee was flain in gallantly boarding a frigate. 
pon this he moored his fhip, and refolved to 
appear no more till the 5 re treafure was fet 
out for Nombre de Dios. 
Jay by, feveral of his men died of calentures, 
among whom was his brother Fefpb Drake. 
. The Captain being at length informed by 
the Symerons that. the treafure was fet out, he 


refolved, by their afliftance, to march over land § 


to Panama; thefe people not only confenting 
to ferve him for guides, but to carry a large 
quantity of provifions; and when thofe failed, 


they agreed to fupply him with more, by the | 


help of their bows and arrows. 

They fet out on the 3d of February, 1573» 
being 48 in com ps pot ee of whom were 
Englje, who had nothing to incommode them 


but their arms. On the third day of theirf 
march they arrived at a town belonging to the 


Symerons fituated on the fide of a hill, near a 
river, and encompaffed with an high mud wall. 
The inhabitants made a very neat appearance; 
their drefs differed but little from that of the 
Spaniards 


owever while he thus | 


Ass 
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Spaniards, and they received thefe ftrangers with 
ee civility, and feemed to be in want of no- 
thing, having all kinds of provifions in plenty. 
This town was 35 leagues from Nombre de Dios; 
and 55 from Panama. It was conftantly guarded 
againit the Spaniards, and the natives having 
the moft implacable. hatred againft that nation, 
they often furprized and cut them off in the 
woods. 

The Captain left this place, after ftaying 
there only one nighty and then marching ten 
days aicended a very high hill, where, from a 
tree pointed out to him by the Symerans, he be- 
held the north fea, which he had left on the one 
hand, and the fouth-fea on the other, and from 
that moment refolved, if poffible, to fail thither 
in an Enpl/h fp. 

Panama being now frequently in fight, he 
thought it prudent to keep his men as clofe to- 
gether as poflible, and their fuccefs depending 
ontheir being concealed, they ftruck out of the 
common road and reached a grove in the road 
10 Nonbré de Dios, ata {mall diftance from Pa- 
nama. Here Capt. Drake fent a Symeron in dif- 
guile to act asa {py, who foon returned with 
antelligence that the Treafurer of Lima was to 
fet out that very night, with his family, for 
Nombre de Dios, in order to embark for, Spain, 


| attended by fourteen mules, fome of which were 


laden with gold, others with filver, and one with 
valuable jewels; and that the fame night two 
caravans would pafs the fame way, with fifty 
mules in each, laden with provifions and a fmalk 
quantity of filver. This intelligence was foon after 
© 2 con- 
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confirmed by a centinel, whom they were fo 
fortunate as to feize. | 

Upon receiving this intelligence, Capt. Drake 
concealed himfels with half his men 50 paces 
from the highway, while Mr. ‘Yobn Oxenham, 
and one of the Symeron Chiefs, poited themfelves 
with the other half on the oppofite fide. In 
this manner things were difpofed, when one of 
the men who had drank too much, got up to 
fee what approached, at the inftant when the 
mules laden with provifions were pafling by, 
though the Captain had given ftrict order., that 
not the leaft notice fhould be taken of them, 
and this man being dreffed in a white fhirt, 
which was the mark of diftin€tion worn by the 
Englifo, was perceived by a Spaniard, who 
{fpread the alarm, fo that the Treafurer turned 
his baggage out of the road; and only the 
mules with provifions came forward, fome of 
which they feized; but to their great mortifi- 
cation, got only about the quantity of two horfe 
loads of filver. 

Having ftaid to refrefh themfelves, they 
mounted the mules, and proceeded towards 
Santa Cruz, but fet thofe beaits at liberty on 
their approaching the town. ‘They were now 
met by a party of foldiers, who fummoned them 
to furrender, and promifed to give them very 
kind treatment. ‘The Engii/> laughed at this 


propofal, and received the enemy’s fire, which ff 
they fo effectually returned, that they put them 

to flight, when brifkly following the purfuit, ff 
they entered the town with them, the Symeroas ff 


fup> 


fweAMERIC A. 17 
apporting them through the whole action with 
he greateit bravery. 
Santa Crux then confifted of about fifty neat 
soules, with a Governor and other officers, with 
warehoufes for receiving the Spani/b goods which, 
were brought thither from Nombre de Dios up 
1e river Chagre, and from thence carried by 
mules to Panama. ‘The Captain here made an 
rqual divifion of the plunder he found in the 
wn, among his own men and the Syqeroas. 
There were at that time at Sazta Cruz three 
ndies, who came thither to lie in, the air being 
uch better than at Nombre de Dios, to which 
ity they belanged, and as it was Mr. Drake’s 
onftant practice to behave upon all occafions 
ith-as much humanity and decorum as poflible, 
- was no fooner informed of their fituation, 
an he gave orders for their being particu- 
rly protected, and foon after vifited them him- 
lf, to prevent their entertaining any unjult ap- 
rehenfions of his condué, 

Though Capt. Drake was refolved to flay 


me time longer upon the coaft, he now began 


is >be uneafy for his fhip, from which he had 
ces abfent above a fortnight. He therefore 


* Btumed to it with all the expedition poflible, 
iW ® ° : . ° - 
a dto his great joyi found every thing in ‘as 


bod order as he could defire. 

Ws The Symerons now propofed making an attack 
che the houfe of Pezaro an avaricious Spaniard 
i” Reply concerned in the mines, whofe income 
nounted to above 2ool. a day, which he con- 
intly locked up in chefts. He lived near Ve- 
tua, a town to the weit of Nombre de Dios, 
C3 and 
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and one of the Symerons, who had been his flave 
and had fled from his tyranny, promifed to guid 
them to his treafures: But having only a {mall 
ftock of provifions remaining, the Captain 
thought it more neceflary to obtain a frefh fup. 
ply, in order to preferve the health and vigour 
of hismen; Mr. Oxenham was therefore order- 
ed to proceed with one of the frigates towards 
Toulon, and to bring off all the provifions he 
could meet with, Mr. Drake refolved to ply of 
the Cadezas in hopes of becoming matter of fome 
of the treafure barks that pafs and repafs, be. 
tween Nicaragaa and Veragua. ‘Thus he wifel 
avoided the expedition againft Pezoro, which 
would have been extremely laborious, as hn 
men muift have marched through a confiderable 
tract of country. 

Capt. Drake _ during this cruize, feized only 

a {mall veffel, in which was fome gold, and: 
Cenoefe pilot, who informed him, that the Zag: 
fife had every where {pread an univerfal terror; 
while Oxezham took but one frigate, wheren 
was about 200 cocks and hens, 28 hogs, and: 
confiderable quantity of maize. But what wasa 
more confequence, he learnt from the prifoner 
that two galleys had been built at Nombre de Dis 
in order to ferve as a convoy to the Chagre flee 
the treafures of which now principally engroflet 
Mr. Drake’s attention. 

While things were in this fituation, they wert 
alarmed by obferving a fail bearing down upa 
them, which however proved to be only a Frew! 
fhip of about 8d tons burden, the crew whered 
were mn great want of water, with which ti 

Captal 
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Captain ordered them to be fupplied; and 
they being informed of his defigns, offered to 
join him, which after fome deliberation was per- 
mitted. 

The Captain now leaving the two fhips in a 
fafe harbour, manned the frigate and two pin- 
naces, with 15 Engh/ and Symerons, and 20 
French,and with this force fteered tothe Rio Fran- 
eifco, where; the water being fhallow, he left 
the frigate; with orders to lie clofe; till the re- 
turn of the pinnaces. In thefe he proceeded 
with his forces as far up the river Franci/co as 
was thought convenient; and then landing, 
marched forward with great regularity and 
filence, guided by the Symerons, till they came 
within a mile of the high road, when they re- 
frefhed themfelves, and took up their quarters. 

The next day they were agreeably furprifed. 
by the noife of the bells hung about the mules, 
| they therefore fet out to attack them, and found 
three caravans near together, two of which 
confifted of 76 mules each, and one of fifty, 
all of them richly laden with gold and filver. 
They had a guard of 45 foldiers, who fired on 
the approach of the Engh/b and French, and 
then retreated in order to call more affiftance. 
By the above fire the French captain was 
wounded and one Sypameron killed. The Exglifh 
and French now made the beft ufe poffible of 
their time, loaded themfelves with as many 
wedges of gold and filver as they could carry, 
and having buried the reft in the fand, retreated 
towards the river, leaving behind them the 
French Captain who had fainted in the woe 
Wil 
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20 The D Difcoveries of the ENGLISH 
with lofs of blood, and a French failor, whe 
had over loaded himfelf with gold. 

The next day they reached the Rio Franci/co, 
where not finding the pinnaces, they began to 
fear they were loft; which appeared the more 
probable as feven Spanifh pinnaces appeared ho- 
vering at a diftance; but a fudden guit of wind 
attended with rain, obliged the Spaniards to 
fheer off. 

Capt. Drake was much concerned at the ap- 
prehenfions that if his pinnaces were taken, 
the poor men would be put to the torture to 
make them difcover where his frigate and fhips 
were; but being fenfible that though this fhould 
really be the cafe, it would be fome time before 
they could reach the fhips, he affifted his men in 
making a raft, in order to attempt to get on 
board before the enemy. In this attempt he 
was accompanied only by one Englifbman, two 
hardy Frenchmen, and a Symeren, who gene- 
roufly endeavoured to perfuade him, in cafe his 
fhips were deftroyed, to live among thofe of his 
nation, who would do every thing in their 
power to ferve him. 

Thete having lafhed the raft pretty fecurely, 
fixed a kind of rudder, and ereéted a fail made 
of a bifcuit bag, they committed themfelves to 
the mercy of the fea, fitting up to the waift, 
and fometimes up to the arm-pits in water, and 
aftera fatiguing voyage of about fix hours, ob- 
ferved the pinnaces lying behind a point, where 
they had caft anchor, 


Upon 
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pon this joyful fight she ran the raft on the 
aseft fhore, and went to them. by land, where 
er keeping them for fome time. in fufpenfe, 
informed them. of his vaft fuccefs, and the 
of their Captain and a failor.. He was now 
d,,that the pinnaces were prevented from fteer-. 
> up to Rie Francifco. at the time appointed,’ 
a hard. gale of wind, -They however made: 
fhaft to reach that river at nught; where they. 
ok in their Comrades with the .treafure, and. 
en fteered direétly for the frigate, and the. 
ps, which: haying come up with, ‘the Captain 
vided the gold and filver, to their mutual fa- 
achon, equally between the Ezgljh and. 
ench, 
A few days after, Capt. Drake fent a detach- 
ent of twelve Exglifb and fixteen Symerons, to 
ing away the reft of the treafure; but they 
uld find only thirteen bars of filver and fome 
edees Of gold; for the reft had been difco- 
red and carried away, and even the ground 
ig up for a mile round. They however 
ought this off, together with one of the 
enehmen, WhO, though he had been left behind, 
i the happinefs to efcape from the Spaniards. 
The Captain’s thoughts were now bent on 
urning home, having therefore difmifled 
e French fhip, he ftecred to Cape Cabexas, ta- 
ng feveral Spani/h veffels, laden with provifions, 
the way. At this laft place they itaid feven 
ys, in which time they took their pinnaces to 
ces, and gave the Symerons all the iron work, 
RE which they were extremely fond, and what- 
cr elle they chofe, Mr. Drake alfo made them 
feyerat 
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feveral: prefents of linen, ‘and  filks for thé 


Wives and female relations; and giving to a 
of them a very handfome’ catlais, was, in : 
turn, prefented with four wedges of gold; bi 
he no fooner recetved them, than he threw the 
into the common ftocky declaring, that. } 
thought at would be unjaft:not to fhare wit 
thofe ‘who had aflifted in fitting’ him oat, a 
had ‘bought thecutlafs, the price for which | 
was fold: Anoble infance: of difmterefted 1 
tegrity! | 

On their leaving thefe friendly people, th 
made fome fmall prises, and arriving at Caj 
St. Anthony, took ina {upply of turtle and thei 
eggs, which were of great fervice during ‘th 
reft of the voyage. Being foon after in wat 
of water, there happily fell fuch a prodigiou 


fhower of rain as afforded them a fufficient quang 


tity without their touching, as they intendet 
at Newfoundland: they ‘therefore -ftretche 
ever from Florida to the ifles of Seil/y, and can 
‘ an anchor in P/ymoath harbour on the gth « 
Auguft, 1573, when the people being at churc 
m hearing the news of their arrival, inftant 
hurried out, and ran to the fhore, to welcom 
him and his men on their happy return fro 


this {uccefsful expedition. 
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i Humphry Gilbert ebjatzs a Patent for fettling 
the Continent of North-America,-dif/covered by 
John and Sebaftian Cabot: Takes ‘a formal 
pofeffion of Newtoundland, but ‘meets with 
many difafters, and és loft in bis return. 


APTAIN Drake's great fuccefs encou- 
raged others to follow his example, and 
she 2 very: fhort time the Eag/i/b privateers made 
arious voyages into all parts of America, and 
jon pilots capable of navigating fhips to any 
art of the known world became ‘fo numerous, 
lat fuch projects. were daily fet on foot, as in 
e former age would have been thought im- 
racticable; but in this were carried into. exe- 
tion, at the expence of private perfons, with- 
at any affrftance from the crown, though they 
mec ail the countenance and encouragement they 
mpuld defire: Among thefe, none was fo great 
proof of maritime fkill, and fo honourable in 
BRery refpect to the nation, as the next expedi- 
on of Capt. Francis Drake, in 1577, in which 
- failed round the globe, which voyage will be 
ferted among the moft remarkable of thofe ex- 
lent mariners who have alfo encompaffed the 
arth. 
Some years after this voyage, Sir Humphay 
bert, a gentleman of Devon/bire, reprefented 
) to 
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to Queen Elizabeth, the expediency of fetth 
al] thofe countries upon the continent of dd 
‘vica, which had been formerly difcovered by. 
baftian Cabot, in order to prevent their falti 
into the hands of the French: Upon which } 
Majefty granted him letters patent, to difcove 
plant, fettle, aad ‘even to fortify and bu 
caftles, in any of: the northern countries, 4 
then in the pofleflion of any Chriftian Prince. 

Upon this encouragement, this gentler 
applied himfelf to his friends and relations, 
order to form a fociety capable of carrying tl 
defign into execution.. In this he however 
with many difficulties; notwathitanding whi 
he put to fea, but his voyage proved very x 
fortunate, and was attended with the lofs of < 
of his beft fhips. After this fevere blow, 
{old his eftate, in order to furnifh the necefla 
expences of another fquadron, in which fevel 
gentlemen of rank and fortune agrere to 20 WI 
him in perfon. 

This fquadron confifted of the following 1 
fels; the Delight of 120 tons, in which we 
Sir Humphry himielf; the bark Raleigh, fit 
out by Mr. Waker Raleigh, of 200 tons; 
Golden Hind, of 40 tons: the Szwalloav, of 
tons: and the Sguzrre/, of ten tons; having 
board in all 260 men, among whom wt 
many thipwrights, mafons, carpenters, {mit 
miners and refiners. 

It was refolved by the proprietors, that! 
fleet fhould fail to Nezwfourdland, and havi 
taken in provifions there, proceed to the fou! 
and not pafs by any river or bay worthy of s 
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ice, Without examining it. On the 11thof June, 
1583, this fleet fet fatl from Plymouth, but on 
the 13th the Raleigh, commanded by Capt. Bus- 
ler, left the fleet, under the pretence that, the 
Captain and his men were fuddenly taken {ill 
dof acontagious difeafe. On the 30th of Ful 
UE they faw land in about. the latitude of 51°, and 
from thence coafted along it to the fouth, and 
on the 3d of Aaguf entered St. Fahn’s harbour 
in Newfoundland, where. they found the Squirrel 
which had been feparated from them, riding at 
anchor in the mouth of the harbour, having been 
refufed entrance by the veffels that were fifhing 
ithin it to the number of 36 fail, of all nations. 
Sir Humphry now fending his boat to inform 
he mafters of the fifhing barks that he had a 
ommiffion from the Queen to take pofieffion of 
“Bithofe lands for the crown of England, they fub- 
“‘Bpnitted to the levying a tax of provifions, upon 
Meach fhip, for fepplying the wants of his. {qua- 
dron, and he entered the harbour. 7 
The next day, Sir Humphry and his company 
ere conducted on fhore by the matters of the 
nelife fifhing-vefiels, and on the sth, having 
aufed a tent to be fet up in the. yiew of the 
ips in the harbour, and being attended by all 
nder his command, he fummoned the mer- 
Bhants and mafters, both. Exgl/i/> and foreigners, 
0 be prefent at his taking a formal and folemna 
offeffion of thofe territories. Thefe being affem- 
bled he caufed his commiffion under the great 
al of England, to be openly read before them, 
nd to be interpreted to thofe who were ftran- 
Bers to the Eaglif tongue, which being done, 
You. IV D he 
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he declared, that he took pofleffion of the har 
bour of St, ohn, and 200 leagues every way 
‘invefting her Majeity with the title and digni 
thereof, and then had a turf of foil delivered ta f 
him 1n token of taking poffeilion alfo for him 
felf, his heirs, and affigns for ever. My 
‘Sir Humphry, after this formal manner off. 
taking poffeffion, had the country exarnined[i§:¢ 
and fome pieces of ore brought to him, fomed 
which were faid to be that of filver, and of thi 
he had the moft pofitive affurances from a Sax 
miner in his company, Having at length take 
in a fupply of provifions, he found himfelf obff-, 
liged to proceed_on his difcoveries to the fouthiy . 
wards; for fome of his men falling fick ang, . 
dying, and others deferting him, the numbe 
of his people was fo leffened, as to oblige himg 
to leave the Swallow behind. | 
Sir Humphry now went on board the Sguirra 
that {mall veffel being moft proper for difcover 
ing the coaft, on account of her being able wm, )_ 
run into every creek, and on the 2oth of Augu/ff. 
failed from the harbour of S¢. Fobx with thre : 
fhips, the Delight, the Golden Hindand the Squared 
The next night they reached Cape Race, whid§, , 
is 25 ‘leagues diftant, and from thence {aile 
about 87 leagues towards. Cape- Breton. 4 
On the 2gth they had a violent ftorm, wif, 5 
rain, and fo thick a mift that they could not {@ 
acable’s length before them; and early the ne igh 
morning they found theméelvs in the midi §,,,. 
Shoals and fands, upon which a fignal was giv 
to the Delight to tteer tofeaward; but it w 
too late, for the immediately §ruck; oa" 
¢ 
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ern and hind-quarter foon beat to pieces ;_ how- 
>ver the Golden Hind and the frigate bore away 
o the fouth, and with much difliculty got clear 
pf the fhoals. : 
In the Delight there unhappily perifhéd Capt. 
Maurice Brown with near 100. perfons: The 
aptain might indeed have probably faved his 
Saife, if he would have left the fhip immediately 
® her ftriking; but he would not be the firft 
n fetting an ill example. In the mean time 
ourteen perfons leaped into a {mall pinnace of . 
a ton and a half burden, no bigger than a 
i hames boat. ‘They for fome time looked out for 
he Captain, butnot feeing him took in Mr. Clarke 
Behe mafter of the Delight, andone more. Be- 
“mong now fixteen in number, they cut the rope, 
‘end committed themfelves to the mercy of the 
_ Baves, without any provifions, or a drop of 
@irefh water, and nothing to work with but one 
Var. The boat feeming to be overloaded, one 
““'"Bedward Headly, thinking it was better for fome 
gi perifh than all, propofed that four of the 
thre lumber might be thrown overboard to lighten 
*"Bhe boat, and to caf lots in order to determine 
hi ho fhould perifh; but he was over-ruled by 
alr. Clarke, who, though it was propofed that 
.me fhould be excepted from the number, per- 
rt uaded his comrades to fubmit their fafety to 
ot “Providence. The boat was driven fix days and 
-DBichts before the wind; during which thefe 
' oor wretches had no other fuftenance than their 
gi"Bwn urine, and fome weeds that fwam on the 


it ‘ tfaceof the water. In this extremity of cold, 
“a et, hunger and thirft, Headly, and one more 


Dz | perifhed 
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perifhed on the fifth day; but the other fourteen 
lived till they were driven the feventh day on 
fhore' on the coaft of New/foundland; whence 
they failed in a French fhip to France, and be- 
fore the end of the year returned to England. 
Sir Humphry, difcouraged by thefe difatters, 
and his men being in want of neceffaries, pro- 
pofed to return to England. Having, in his 
opinion, made difcoveries fufficient to procure 
the affiftance neceffary for a new voyage in the 
fpring. His people when he made this propofal 
were at firft a little backward, but upon hearing 
his reafons, fubmitted; and according to his ad- 
vice altered their courfe. On the 2d of Septem- 
ber they paffed in fight of Cape Race, and had 
afterwards fuch bad weather with fuch high feas, 
that the people in the Hind frequently expected 
to fee thofe in the Sguirrel {wallowed up, 
notwithftanding which, Sir. Humphry could not 
be perfuaded to leave her. On the gth, the 
ftorms and fwellings of the. fea increafed, and 
he was again prefled to leave the frigate ; but 
his anfwer was, We are as near to heaven at fea 
as by land. About midnight, the Sguzrre/ being 
a-head of the Golden Hind, her lights were at- 
once extinguifhed, and it was fuppofed fhe funk 
that very inftant, for fhe was never heard ot 
more. 
The Golden Hind however arrived fafely at 
Falmouth on the 22d of September, after havi ing 
Joit only one man in this unfortunate expedition 
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Sir Walter Raleigh gets the Patent renewed for 
himself, and fends two Barks to make Difcoveries 
to the South. The Englith land in the Ifland 
Wokoken, which is deferibed, and trade with 
the Natives of the Continent, by whom they 
are treated with great Civility, and after a fuc- 
cefsful Voyage return to England. 4 Settle- 
ment formed in the Ifland of Roenocke, éy 
Sir Richard Greenville; dat the People being 
diftreffed by the Indians, and in want of Sup- 
ples, are brought te England dy Sir Francis 
Drake. Sir Richard fertls another Colony, 
but the Men are cut off by the Natives: Athird 
Settlement zs formed by Mr. White, which being 
alfa negle&ed, he fails back to England for fuc- 


cours, and at bis return finds the lfland aban- 
doned, 


WY FTER Sir Humphry Gilbert’s mifcarriage 
and lofs, the brave Sir Walter Raleigh, 
Wat unfortunate gentleman’s half brother by the 
other’s fide, procured his patent to be renewed 
himfelf, and making choice of two very 
le fea-officers, Captain PAilip Amadas and 
ipt. Arthur Barlow, fitted out twofmall barks. 
Walter had abferved, that all the attempts, 
herto made had failed, by the adventurers 
rMuing their difcoveries from the north; he 
oe therefore to proceed in another method, 
D 3 and 
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4nd confidering all the lands on the continent of 
America, from the laft fettlement of the Spa. 
niards to 60 north, as lying within his grant, 
he refolved to fettle thofe firft, which. lay nearef 
their fettlements. 

‘The above two barks failed from the weft of 
Englandon Ne 27th of April, 1584, and, pafling 
the Canaries, fell in with the coaft of Florida, 
on the 2d of Fzly and having failed 40 leagues 
along the fhore, came on the 13th to a river 
where they caft anchor, landed, and took pof- 
feflion of the country in right of the Queen 
and for the ufe of the proprietors. 

This place they afterwards found to be th 
ifland of Wpkoken *, on the coaft of the countn 
fince called Virginia, in 34% latitude. In thi} 
ifland they found deer, rabbits, hares, fowls 
vines, cedars, pines, cyprefs, faffafras, and 
maftic-trees. ‘They went to the tops of th 
hills that were neareft the fhore,. from whence 
though they were not high, they difcovered th 
féa on all fides, and found it to be ah ifland a 
about 20 miles in length and fix in breadth. 

It was the third day before they faw any of thi 
natives, but then a little boat with three of themier 
appeared; atid one of them going on fhore, th 
Englifb rowed up to bim, when he not onlay 
waited their coming, without any figns of falta 
but readily went on board, where they gave hi 
a fhirtand hat, with fome meat ahd wine, whi; 


* The Author of Ths Hifory of Virginia, fays, th! 
anchored at the inlet of Roenocke, at prefent under @ 
government of North Carolina, 
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fie feemed to like. After he had with apparent 
{atisfa€tion narrowly viewed the barks with alk 
that were in them,. he went in his own boat to 
above a quarter of a mile’s diftance, where he 
employed himfelf in fifhing, and in half an hour 
Joadéd his boat with fifth, as deep as it could 
{wim, and then returned to the point of land, 
where, to fhew his gratitude, he divided it into 
two parts, and making figns that he defigned it 
for the two barks, departed. After this,. the 
natives from the continent, frequently repaired. 
‘to their fhips,, and exchanged feveral forts of 
fkins, white coral, and fome pearls, for toys 
made of tin, and other baubles of inconfiderable 
value. 

The very next day after that in which they 
had feen the three JLdians, feveral boats ap- 
peared in view, and in one of thefe was the 
King of the country’s brother, attended by 40 or 
' §9 men, whofe features were tolerably agreeable. 
The Prince made up to the Exgli/s, who gave 
| him and four of his Chiefs, prefents of feverak 
| toys,. which he accepted very kindly; but took 
all himfelf,. and. let them know, that none there 
had a right to any thing but him. ‘Two days 
after they let him fee their merchandize, of 
which nothing feemed to pleafe him more than. 
a pewter difh, for which he gave zo deer- 
fkins; and, making an hole in the rim, hung it 
over his neck for a breaft plate, making figns — 
that it would defend him againft the enemies ar- 
rows. ‘The next thing he bought was a cop- 
per kettle, for which he gave 50 fkins. 

While 
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failed of doing. 
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While he. thought fit to trafhe with them, 


32 


none but‘fuch as like him wore plates of gald, or 


copper on their heads, were allowed either to buy 
or fell; but as foon as they had done, every other 
Indian was allowed the fame liberty. They of- 
fered very good exchange for hatchets, axes, and 
knives, and would have given any thing for 
{words ; but the Engl would not part with 
one. 

The King’s brother afterwards came frequent- 
ly on board, and would eat, drink and, be merry 
with them; and once he brought his wife and 
children with him, who afterwards came fre- 


quently with only their followers. The Exglifr, 


often trufted him with goods upon his word, to 
bring the value at a certain time, wich he never 


faw in one of the fhips; and would have left a 


large box of pearls in pawn for them, but they 


refufed it, that he might not know they feta 
value upon them, till the y could difcover whence 
he got them. 


The Englifh learned from the natives, that 


their country which appeared extremely fertile, 
was called Wingandacoa, and their King named 


Wingina. When they went on fhore, they were . 


entertained with extraordinary civility, and once 
in particular by the King’s brother’s wife, at a 
little village in Roenxocke. She appeared ro bea 
very modeit woman, and wore a mantle of deer- 
fkin lined with fur, with an apron of the fame 
kind. She had a band of white coral on her 
forehead, and from her ears, hung long brace- 
lets 


He had a itrong inclination ta. 
have a fuit of armour, and a fword which he 
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ets of pearls, fome of which were as large as 
peas. ‘They were told of a great city, where 
he King refided, at the diftance of fix days 
journey On the continent, which however they. 
did not fee; for they made.no long ftay, nor 
proceeded any farther on difcovery, going only: 
othe neighbouring parts in their boat&and, 
being fatisfied with what they had feen, réturned 
0 England about the middle of September, pleafed 
with their fuccefs in this fhort and proiperous 
voyage, and with the agreeable hopes of the 
future advantages that might bederived from 1t. 

On their return, they reprefented the country 
fo delightful, and fo richly abounding with all 
the neceffaries of life; the climate and air fo 
temperate, and healthy; the woods and foil fo 
charming and fertile, and every thing elfe fo 
agreeable, that paradife itfelf feemed to be there 
in its utmoft beauty. ‘They gave particular ac- 
counts of the variety of excellent fruits they 
had found, fome of ‘which they had never feen 
before; and that there were grapes in great 
abundance; ftately- oaks, and other timber ; 
red cedar, cyprefsx pines, and other evergreens, 
and {weet woods, for tallnefs and largenetfs ex- 
ceeding all they had ever heard defcribed > 
wild-fowl, deer, fifh and other game, in fuch 
plenty and variety, that no epicure could defire 
more, than this new world feemed naturally to 
eford. To make it yet“more defirable they 
reported, that the native dzdians, who were then 
the only inhabitants, were fo affable, kind, and 
good-natured ; fo innocent and unacquainted 
with 
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34 The Difcoverits of th ENGEISH 
with all the arts of deceit, and fo fond of the 
Englifb, that they rather feemed ready to take 
any impreflion, than-any ways'to oppofe their 
fettling on the coaft. 3 | 
Queen Elizabeth, highly pleafed with the re- § 
prefentation given of this difcovery, not only 
promifed te grant all the affiftance neceffary for 
promoting and perfecting a fettlement ; but be-# ° 
towed upon this delightful country the name 
of Virginia*; and it was not long before Sir 
Walter Raleigh refolved to fit oat a more confi- h 
derable fleet than had hitherto been employed in f°.” 
fuch uandestakings. He.was defirous of com- 
manding in this expedition, but being jealous 
that his abfence might be prejudicial to his mn- 
tereit at court, he committed the conduct of this ! 
fecond enterprize to his Lieutenant Sir Richardit 
Greenuille, who, onthe 8th of April, 1585, fet 4 
fail from Plymoath, with feven fhips fitted outfl . 
by a company +, of which himfelf and fever 
gentlemen were members.. | 
Cn the 26th of June, he anchored at Wokokengl . 
and in Auguf following, began to plant on the§ 


* This Virginta ought not to be confounded with the S 
Province now called by that name, for in thofe days! y 
comprehended not only that Province, but the whol 
country claimed by the crown of England, from th® 
fouthern limits of Georgia, agreeable to the patents grante@fhe pp 
to Sir Humphry Gilbert, and his brother Sir Walter Raleig 


+ This company was the firft of that kind eftablitheg? 
in Europe. It was afterwards incorporated by King James Hunt 
by the name of the Governor and Company of the Wey . 
Indies. But was at laft diffolved by King Charles J. fy. 
mal-adminiftration, : 

iflan 
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sland of Roexocke, five miles diftant from the 
continent. where 180 men were landed under 
the command of Ralph Lane, who was made 
their Governor, and Capt. Phikp Amadas, who 
was conftituted Admiral of the new colony, tho’ 
it does not appear, that he had fo much as a 
bark left with him. 

Sir Richard did not remain above three weeks 
longer in thofe feas; for having made fome 
difcoveries to the fouthward, and having traded 
with the Indians for pearls, fkins, furs, and 
other commodities, he failed on the 25th of 
Auguft, on his return to England, in which he 
took avery rich prize; fo that this voyage ap- 
peared to the nation, as no lefs profperous than 
the former, and the new Virginia company be- 
pan to entertain very fanguine hopes of their 
npendertaking. | 

Let us now return to the. fink planters in Vir- 
nia, and give an account of what happened 
0 the firlt colony the Engle eftablithed there, 
rin any part of. America. Sir Richard Greene 
le was no sooner failed, than, the people whom 

¢ left behind, applied themfelves with dili- 
rence to what had been recommended to them 

By Sir Welter Raléigh, which was difcovering 
a e continent, and with this view they travelled 
thao miles fouth, and 130 north from that part of 
ntehe main, which was oppofite to their ifland; 
“S"But in thefe expeditiou ventusing indifcreetly 
ime high up the river, and too far into the 
Mountry, the Indian Governors grew jealous of 
Le em ; began firft to be weary of their company, 

d then to cut of fuch of their fragelers en 
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fell into their hands, and they even formed 7 


plan for deftroying all the refit, but were na] 
pil¥ prevented. 
Mean while the company in England, were 


not fo careful as they ought to have-been in fend 


ing them fupphes of provifions, and the Engh 
not underftanding the nature of the climate, ne 
gleéted to gather food in the proper feafon, b 
which means they were reduced to great ftraits 
The natives never. after kept faith with then, 
but watching all opportunities to cut them off, 
obliged them to be very cautious in landing ¢ 
the continent, and prevented their having any 
fupply from thence; they however endure 
every thing with incredible refolution, and ex 
tended their difcovries near 100 miles alon 


‘the coaft. -The-Judians they kept. in awe, 


threatening them with the return of ‘their com 
panions with a reinforcement of ‘men ; -but nt 
fhips coming from -Bagland all that winter, | n¢ 
in the fpring following, nor even in. fummer, 
they defpaired of being able to fupport them 


felves any longer. While the natives feeing then 


in a manner abandoned by their countrymen 
began to look upon’ them with eontempt, ‘and 


the Englifh expected every day to be facrificed 


their cruelty. 
In this diftrefs, their chief employment wa 
looking out to fea, in, hopes of finding fome 


means of efcape, or of 6btaining a recruit; but 


in Auguft, when they were almoft {pent will It 


want, watching and hunger, they, to their grea 
jo y, difcovered Sir Francis Drake’s fleet retu 


Norti 
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vith America, and this great man, having bee® 
ommanded by the Queen to vifit this plant@- 
on, and to fee what encouragement or affil- 
M@mance they wanted, failed up directly to th® 
and. Their firft petition was to grant them 
fupply of men and provifions, with a fmall 
ip or bark, that in cafe they fhould not be 
ble to maintain themfelves where they were, 

ey might embark in it for England. 
Sir Francis having granted their requeft, they 
t all hands to work; to fit the fhip he had . 
iven them, and to furnifh her with ftores fufh- 
ent for along ftay; but a ftorm arifing, drove 
e veflel from her anchor to fea, by which fhe 
fered fo much, as rendered her unfit for their 
me. At this they were fo difcouraged, that 
nough Sir Francis’ offered them another fhip, 
‘Mey were afraid to ftay, and earneftly intreated 
im to take them with him, which he did; and 

is put an end to the firft fettlement. 

This misfortune was fo far from being owin 

Sir Walter Raleigh’s negligence, that he had 
tinually preffed the company to refleét on the 
meceflity of fupporting the colony in time, and fo 
Mlicitous was he to carry this point, that find- 
Me the fleet, which was preparing under the 
mmand of Sir Richard Greenville, went on 
; wait flowly, he propofed, that the firft fhip that 
{om@™s completely manned and equipped, fhould be 
, bint without ftaying for the reft; this was done: 
witlt when the Veflel, which was well ftocked 
oreaaith provifions, ammunition, and all manner 


url" neceflaries arrived atthe ifland of Roenocke, 
“orll : ’ 
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it was found deferted, and therefore, after a thor 
ftay, the people returned home. 

In about a fortnight after, came Sir Réchar 
Greenville with his fquadron of three {mall vef 
fels, and to his great difappointment, found nq 
a man in the ifland. He, however, refolved t 
make another fettlement, and therefore left be 
hind him 50 men, with directions to build a for 
for their own defence, and then furnifhing ther 
' with all neceffaries for two years, returned t 
England, after giving them the ftrongeft ; 
furances, that they fhould be conftantly and 
gularly fupplied. 

This colony was, however, more unfortunat 
than the firft, for the Izdians taking advanta 
of the fmallnefs of their number, and the difi,, 
culties they had to ftrugele with, attacked a ea 
cut them off, fo that when Mr. White came thith@, 
with three fhips and confiderable fupplies, 
the 22d of ‘fune, 1587, he found their fort d 
molifhed, fome huts they had erected near it d 
ftroyed, and not far from it the bones of a dei 
man. Inall thefe revolutions, Mapteo an Ini 
who had been formerly carried over to Englan 
from whence he fafely returned, remained fi 
to tho Engli intereft, and from him Mr. 
learned what was become of this colony. itt 

The misfortunes which had attended thro, 
two fettlements, would certainly have difco™f jy 
taged a man of lefs conftancy and fortitude thing 
Mr. White; but he had a commifiion to be ng | 
vernor, and Sir Walter had ftrongly reccomm¢iiitwo 
ed his keeping poficilion cf the place. lnece. 
therefore erected a new fort and chufing ele 
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f the moft fenfible perfons he had brought 


ong with him, conftituted a regular corpora- 
ion, to which he gave the title of the Governor 

d Court of Affiftants of the city of Raleigh, 

Virginia. Qn the 13th of duguf Manteo, 
e faithful Zndian, was chriftened, and created 
py the Governor, Lord of Daffumonpeak, an In- 
jan nation fo called, as a reward for his fidelity 
nd fervice to the Exglifb, and on the 18th of 
he fame month was born the firft child that 

as the iffue of Chriftian parents in that place. 
She was the daughter of Mr. Aznias Dare, and 
ifter the name of the country, was named Vir- 
inia. , 

Good government and induftry foon rendered 
ir. White and his men formidable to the Jz- 
ans, who courted their friendfhip, and made 
eagues with the corporation, which they kept 


thr broke, as they thought themfelves too weak 
» Wor too trong for the Exglifh, who, notwithftand- 


Ie 


melitwo years before he could obtain a grant of the 


- mcceflary {fupplies. At laft, however, he had three 
E 


ele 


ng their feeming profperity, underwent the 
tmoft hardfhips, for want of receiving proper 
upplies from Europe. Yet io far were they from 
epenting of their undertaking, or defiring to 
eturn, that they difputed for the liberty of re- 
aining at Roenocke, and obliged Mr. White, 
heir Governor, to return to England, and folli- 
it the company to fend them recruits of men and 


“aap rovifions. 


Mr. White confented to negociate this affair, 


and leaving 150 men in the place, fet fail for 
ngland, where he arrived in fafety ; but it was 


2 fhips 


the letters C. R. O. and fearching farther o 


On this advice, they embarked in order to fear 
for the garrifon in that ifland, but they we 
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fhips fitted, out for him, with provifions an 
more men for the colony. On the 15th.of & 

uft he arrived at Cape Hattaras, and landing o 
the ifland Roenocke, found by letters cut on tree 
in large Roman Characters, that the Engli/h wen 
removed. On feveral of thefe trees they foun 


one of the palifadoes of the fort, found cut! 
large capital letters, the word Croatan, whichi 
an Ifland about zoleagues tothe fouth of Roenoch 


{carce all on.board before a dreadful ftorm arof 
which feparated the. fhips, and lofing their a 


_chors and cables, they. dufft not venture in wig th 


the fhore. Upon which all of them fhifting fag W: 
themfelves, failed back to England and Ireland ha 

This dreadful blow proved the ruin of tg @ 
third fettlement, of which it does not appegg 2” 
that the company took any farther care, qi‘! 
made any new attempt for preferving the po he 
feflion of a country, the advantages where of 
had been painted in {uch ftrong colours, to tig ™° 
crown of England: though a long time after th wh 
fent feveral thips to vifit the coaft, and traggd?' 
with the natives.* | dra 


* See Chap, VIII. and IX, 
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Capt. Davis’s Voyages in fearch of a North-Weft 
Paffage, and the great Difcoveries made by him 
jn North America, 


HILE thefe proceedings were carrying 
\ on in the fouth, a defign of attempting 


to difcover a north-weft paffage was formed 
by fome traders in the wefteéf England, and 
wmethe fame project .being fet of foot at London, 
‘Wm they both united, whén Capt. Fohn Davis 
was appointed to conduét the enterprize, and to 
have under his command the Suafhine of London, 
- maa bark of 50 tons, with 23 perfons on board; 
vee and the Moonfbine of Dartmouth, a veflel of 35 
m tons, carrying 19 perfons. With this {mall force 
m he failed from the laft mentioned port on the 7th 
mo June, 1585, and on the 14th of the fame’ 
-o ty month was forced into one of the Scilly iftands, 
-thag Where being detained a fortnight, Capt. Davis 
gave a proof of his activity and Induftry, by 
drawing a chart of thofe iflands, which was at 
that time much wanted. 

Capt. Davis with his two veffels, failed from 
thence on the 28th, and continued his courfe 
to the north-weft, till on the 19th of Fu/y, they 
came into a whirling tide, which fet northwards, 
and failing about half a league, into a very calm 
fea, they heard a prodigious roaring, as if it 
had been the breach of fome fhore, which was 
E 3 the 
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the more terrible, as the weather was fo fogey 
that they could not fee from one fhip to the 
other, though they were at a {mall diftance, 
Upon this, the Moonfhine was ordered to found, 
but not being able to find ground with a line 
of upwards of 300 fathoms, the Captain, the 
mafter, and Mr. axe who wrote the account, 
went towards the beach to fee what it was, 
when they found it to be feveral iflands of ice 
broke lofe and floating in the fea; they got out 
upon thefe, and when they returned to thei 
boat, carried feveral large pieces of ice with 
them, which: melted into very good frefh water 

On the zoth the fog difperfing, they difco. 
vered the land, whicherefembled a fugar-loaf 
and made fo uncomfortable, or rather fo horrid 
an appearance, that Capt. Davis called it th 
Land of Defolation. On the 21ft they wer 
forced to bend their courfe to the fouth to cle 
themfelves of the ice, after which they ran along 
the fhore. 

On the 24th the Captain, to encourage tit 
men, caufed their allowance to be increafed; 
but the weather was far from being very cold 
for though it was pretty fharp when the win 
blew from the fhore, it was very hot when % 
blew from the fea. On the 25th they bore awa 
north-weft, and continued their courfe for fo 
days; and on the 29th difcovered land in tht 
latitude of 64°. 15’. with the fea quite free from 
ice, and the weather very temperate. 

Upon viewing the coaft, they found many 
prraisat bays and commodious ports: they 

owever, judged it not a continued land, 7 
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ather an Archipelago, and therefore refolved to 
so on fhore on one of the fmail iflands, in order 
(0 fearch for wood and water, and to gain a bet- 
er knowledge of thecountry. Butthey had no 
ooner landed, than they found evident marks of 
he country’s being inhabited, for there lay 
pon the ground, a fmall fhoe, feveral pieces 
nf leather fewed with finews, and a piece of 
ur, like beaver. 
™ They went next upon another ifland, where 
= @eectting upon an high rock, they were feen by 
=-fBhe people of the country, who inftantly fet up 
“9B moft hideous howling, which the Exgif per- 
eiving, hallowed out to their companions, to 
et them know what had happened. Upon this, 
apt. Bruton of the Moonfeine came to their al- 
tance with a good number of his feamen. Soon 
ter their arrival, ten canoes full of the natives 
ame from a neighbouring ifland,.two of which 
dvanced fo near the fhore, that the Englif> on 
and could eafily talk withthem. The language 
»thefe people was much in the throat, and 
heir pronunciation harfh and unpleafant. One 
f them, however, feemed inclined to come on 
ore, but firft pointed to the fun, and then 
ck his breaftfo hard that they could hear 
1¢ blow, upon which Mr. Fohn Elias, Matter 
the Moon/bine, was appointed to treat with 
im, and therefore going to the fea fide, pointed 
9 the fun and ftruck his breaft, as the favage 
ad done, who at length ventured on fhore, and 
ey threw him caps, ftockings, gloves, and fuch 
ther things as they thought would pleafe him; 
but 
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but the night drawing on they took their leay 
on both fides. 

The next morning 37 canoes rowing by th 
fhips, called to the Engi to go on fhore, b 
the latter being in no great hafte, one of tha 
Indians leaped upon land, and ran to the top 
a rock, where to fhew his joy, he danced an 
beat a drum. The L£ngii/ then manned thei 
boats, and went to them to the water fide, wher 
they waited in their canoes; and after the for 
mal ceremony of {wearing by the fun, the na 
tives made no fcruple of trufting them, but om 
the contrary, fhewed all poffible figns of kindy 
nefs, and even of politenefs; for when the Au 
thor offered to fhake hands with one of then 

_ the Indian firft took his hand and kiffed it. Th 
readily parted with any thing they were afked fa 
and were content with whatever was given them; 
fhewing no figns of greedinefs, and not the led 
appearance of treachery. The Englib bougitl 
five of their canoes, and feveral of their ftocl 
ings and gowns, fome of which were made: 
feal, and others of birds fkins, all of thet 
well dreffed and neatly made, fo that it plainly 
appeared, they had fome trades among ‘them 

- They had plenty of furs, and on their feein 
that they pleafed the Exgh/, informed them i 
figns, that they would go up into the county; 
and bring them more; but the wind provilgl 
fair in the night, Capt. Davis fteered ftill fa, y 
ther to the north-weft; and on the 6th of Alfwh; 
guff entered a very fine road free from i ice, | 


the latitude of 66°. 40°. where they neers no: 


1€ 
li] 


h 
ma 
th 
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Wader a high mountain,the clefts of which fhon¢ 
like gold. é' 
thal §=Mr. Davis having here taken a view of every 
Ething round him, began to think of beftowing 
thinames on the places he had difcovered: he 
(therefore gave to the mountain, the name of 
ang Mount Raleigh; the road where the fhip lay, he 
leicalled Totne/s road ; the found at the foot of the 
lei@mmountain, Exeter found; the north foreland, 
fon Dyer’s Cape ; and the fouth foreland, Walfingham. 
nag They here difcovered four white bears of a pro- 
tOdigious fize, two of which they killed, and 
brought on board, the fore paw of one of 
Methem meafured 14 inches. They faw a raven upon 
Mamount Raleigh, and at the bottom of the hill 
‘A‘@ifound fome fhrubs and flowers like primrofes : 
the coaft however was very mountainous, and ene 
Mmtirely barren, affording neither wood nor grafs, 
‘Minor fo much as earth; for the mountains were 
Mall of ftone, and that the fineft our Author had 
ock@ever feen. The inland part of the country was 
@iprobably fertile, fince the bears were very fat, 
‘Mand yet it appeared upon opening their fto- 
machs, and upon viewing their dung, that they 
mere not ravenous, but fed upon grafs. 
On the 8th they weighed from mount Raleigh 
and three days after came to the moft foutherly 
M@point of the land, which they called the Cape of 
ovo s Mercy, and here they were furprized with 
i Very thick fog, upon the breaking up of 
hich, they found themfelves in a ftreight, that 
) Mas in fome places 60 miles broad, and in others 
d Uo ; the weather was very fine and temperate, 
Wind the water of the fame colour with that of 
the 
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the ocean, which filled them with hopes o 
finding apaflage. ‘They failed 60 leagues throg™ 
this ftreight, and then difcovered feveral iflandymu 
in the midft of it, by which they failed, oni | 
bark taking the north and the other the fouthiFP! 
fide, but the wind changing, and the weather™pe 
growing foggy and foul, they were forced tam) 
lie by for five days in the paflage, fince calledyy° 
Davis's Streights. Dut 
On the 14th they went on fhore, and faygg? 
evident marks of the country’s being inhabitedgyo" 
for they found part of a ftone wall, and an hu 
man fkull. The next day they heard a greg 
howling on fhore, which they fuppofed to k of 
made by the wolves, and therefore landed 1 
order to kill them; but inftead of wolves the he 
found only dogs, that came running to th yh 
boat, wagging their tails, and fhewing othe” 
figns of joy, as itis ufaal with thofe animals am! 
the fight of men: there were 20 of them in alg’ 
and being of the fize of maftiffs, with fhort eagy™ 
and long bufhy tails, the feamen were afraid ¢ 
them, and firing, killed two, one of which ha and 
a leather collar: they alfo found two fledges, om" 
made of feveral boards and the other of whalim? | 
bone. They likewife faw larks, ravens an 
partridges, hai 
On the 17th they went on fhore again, andigpe 

a place refembling an oven, which was bu 
with ftones, they found a {mall canoe, an imagge”s 
a bird made of bone, beads for necklaces aigp*° 
_ other trifles, The coaft made no very promifimgl?” 
appearance, as having neither wood nor gral 


but the rocks were of a fine bright ftone lig © 
~ marblgron 


? 
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narble, beautified with veins of different co- 
ours. 

Capt. Davis was extremely pleafed with the 


sppearance of this ftreight, which they took to 


be the very channel into the South Seas in fearch 
vhereof they came. It was therefore refolved 
0 continue the profecution of their difcoveries ; 
put the wind changing, they were obliged to re- 
ain at anchor; and the weather growing very 
oul, they on the 24th hoifted fail for England, 
Dn the 1oth of September they fell in with the 
and of Defolation; on the 27th they had fight 


7 of the Englif> coait, and in a ftorm at night 
-ymevere parted from the Moonfbine. However, on 


he 30th Capt. Davis returned to Dartmouth, 


‘symvhere he found the Moonfbine, which had ar. 


ived in that harbour two hours before. 

Mr. Dawis’s owners were fo well fatisfied with 
is conduét in this voyage, that they procured 
im an audience of Secretary Waljingham, who 
ot only greatly approved of the enterprize, 


Jend of the manner in which it was conduéted, 
ouput recommended his compleating the difcovery ; 
mo this he was alfo prefled by thofe concerned 
sagnthe above undertaking, and by fome mer- 


hants of Exeter, who defired to join in the ex- 


@ecnces neceflary for a fecond expedition: and 


e having willingly confented, the follow- 


yng iquadron was fitted out: the Mermaid of 


20 tons; the Sunjfbine of 60 tons; the Mocn- 


‘fme'ne Of 35 tons; and the North Star, a pinnace 


gra 
> hj 
arblgetom Dartmouth, on the 7th of May, 15386, and 
having 


\ 


Mf 13 tons. 
Capt. Davis fet fail with the above fquadron 
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having coafted the fouth fide of Jreland, fteerg 
to the north weft, till he came into the latitud od . 
of 60°. when he divided the fquadron, animé 
ordered the Sunfbine and the North Star t 
feek a paffage northward, between Greenland ani 
Iceland to the latitude of 80°. if not hindered hj 
Jand. He left themon the 7th of Fune, andon 
the 15th difcovered land in 60°, latitude, andin 
47°. weft longitude from the meridian of Lon 
don. ‘The ice lying fome places ten, in otheniiy ‘ 
twenty, and: in fome fifty leagues off the thor.” 
which obliged him to bear into 57°. in order ty +1, 
get a free fea. i 
On the zoth, after many ftorms, he again dif 
covered land in latitude 64°. and in longitudal py. 
58°. 36. when bearing in with it, he fet up: 
pinnace, he had provided in the Mermaid to fer...” 
as afcout inthe difeovery. The fhips bem Saha 
within the found, he fet his boats to fearch for afte 6 
fhoal water, where he might come to an ar Da - 
chor, which in this place is very hard to find. agues 
The people of the country feeing the Engh Vy... 
came in their canoes, with fhouts and cries, 
when obferving in the boat fome of thofe while... 
were therelaft year, they rowed up to them, and ay, th 
taking hold of theoars, and hanging about thine, 1, 
boat, exprefled great joy, making figns thatiy 1), 
they knew themagain. Capt. Davis then wentoll., +p, 
Shore with others of the company, taking 20fhhy 413, 
knives with him, and they had no fooner landed), ,. 
than the friendly natives leaping out of their co ©, ;), 
noes, ran to them, andembraced them with many ae an. 
figns of a hearty welcome. There were 18 ofthemiing , 


and Vou. 
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ud Mr. Davis giving each of them a knife, 
ey offered him fkins in return; but making 
ions that they were not fold, but freely given, 
se difmiffed them for that time. ne 
The next day the pinnace was landed upon 

ifland in order to be finifhed ; and while it 
as fetting up, the people came continually to 
em, there being fometimes 100 Canoes at a 
me, bringing feal-fkins, flag-fkins, white hares, 
on-peal, {mall cod, dry capelin, with other 
fh, and fome birds. Capt. Davis then fent 
ne of the boats to fearch one part of the land, 
hile he went to another, but firft gave ftrick 
rders that no injury fhould be offered to any of 
he natives, nor any gun fired. 
The men whom the Captain difpatched in the 
oat, paffed ten miles within the fnowy moun- 
uins, and came to a plain champain country, 
overed with earth and grafs, like our moory and 
afte grounds in England, and went ten leagues 
pariver, which in the narroweft place was two 
sasues over, but knew not how far it extended. 
Mean while the Captain took what he fup- 
fed, another river, which though it at firft 
torded a large inlet, yet proved only a deep 
ay, the end of which he reached in four hours, 
hen leaving the boat well manned, he went 
With the reft of the company three or four miles 
ito the country, but found nothing, nor faw 
my thing but fnipes, ravens, and {mall birds, 
ch as larks and linnets. 
On the 3d of July, Capt. Davis manned his 
bat, and attended by 50 canoes, entered another 
mnd, to which the people invited him by 
Vou. IV. IY fignss 
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figns, and he confented, in hopes of finding the 

lace of refidence, At lait they made figns'thg 
Se fhould go into a warm place to fleep, upoe 
this he went on fhore, and defired them to leg 
with the Exgli/b, to which they confented, by 
the Exglifs overleaped them, ‘They afterward 
went to wreftling, when they were found to} 
{trong and attive, and to have fuch fkill in thi 
exercife, that they threw fome of the Engli 
who were good wreftlers, 

On the 4th, the Matter of the Mermaid wa 
to certain ijlands in order to take in wood, an 
found a grave wherein feveral perfons had be 
buried, that was oniy covered with feal-fkir 
and a crofs laid over them. 

Thefe people are of good ftature, and a 
weil proportioned. They ‘have broad faces, {ma 
eyes, wide mouths, and large lips; but the 
hands and feet are fmall and flender. They 
very fubject to bleed at the nofe, and therefo 
ftop their nofes with deers hair. One of the 
kindled a fire after the following manner; 
took a piece of board in which was a hole bh; 
through, and having {meared the end of a row 
_ ftick, like a bed-ftaff, with train oil, put iti 


the hole, and then turning it round with a pegiin: 


of leather, fomething in the manner of our tu 
ners, by the violence of the motion, foon pr 
duced fire, upon which he laid an heap of tu 
and then with many words and ftrange gefturg 
put feveral things into the flames, which the fam 
lifp {appofed to be intended as a facrifice. TH 
then defired the Captain to go into the {mo 
which he defiring them todo, and they reas 
ul 
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hruft one of them into it, and then commanded 
is men to tread outthe fire, and fpurn it into 
he fea, to fhew their contempt for this forcery. 
They eat their meat raw, and live moftly upon 
fh, which they catch with nets made of whale 
ms. ‘Ehey probably make war on their neigh- 
ours On the continent ; for many of them were 
nuch wounded, and let the Eng/i/> know by 
neir figns, that they received them upon the 
nain Jand. 
But though thefe people behaved with great 
mplicity, they appeared extremely addicted to 
ieving, particularly of iron, for which they 
ad a very great efteem, for they cut away the 
loonfpine’s boat from her flern, and alfo the ca- 
es and cloth which lay to air, ftole the oars, 
caliver, a fpear, a {word, and feveral other 
ungs, which fo exafperated the failoys, that 
rey defired the Captain to diffolve this new 
iendfhip, upon which he ordered a ealiver to 
thot among them, and immediately after a 
icon, when they were fo frightened at the 
mile, that they inftantly fled. However, about 
n hours after, they returned, making figns of 
ace, and this being granted, they brought feak 
ins and falmon-peal ; but on their feeing 3 iron 
uld not forbear ftealing again; which the 
M2ptain perceiving, ecmmanded that they fhould 
it be treated. with feverity, and that his own 
ople fhould be more careful in keeping what 
as under their charge. 
On the 17th of ‘July the Captain went on fhore 
his new pinnace, and with moft part of the 
mpany walked to the top of an high moun- 
oe tain, 
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tain, with the hopes of taking a view from 
thence of the country: but the number and 
“height of the mountains bounded their profpef 
in fuch a manner, that they could fee but : 
{mall diftance ; they therefore returned to their 
pinnace, where they obferved a water-{pout, 
which at that time was confidered as a vey 
{irange and aftonifhing fight. 

On the 19th, they returned to their fhip 
where the failors complained heavily of the pe 
ple, who had not only ftolen an anchor, anf 
cut one of the cables, but had thrown ftone 
atthem. However, the next day the Captai 
went on fhore, and treated the natiyes with 
much civility, which removing their apprehen. 
fions, they, at his return, followed him in thet 
canoes.- He then gave them fome bracelet 
and feven or eight of them going on boar 
were ufed kindly, and afterwards fuffered to de 
part; and yet the fun had no fooner fet, tha 
taking their flings, they threw ftones into th 
Sunfbine, and knocked down the Boatfwat 
Upon this, the Ezglifa purfued them in thei 
boats, and even fired upon them; but the 
rowed fo fwiftly, that it was impoffible to over 


take them. Howeyer, a few days after, five im 


them came to make a new truce, among who 
was the ringleader of thefe diiturbances, wi 
came crying Z/iaout, and ftriking his breaft, o 
fered a pair of gloves to fell, upon which 
knife was offered for them, when two of thet 
coming up, the Englifh difmiffed one of thet 
and kept the other prifoner. They then point 
to him and his fellows for their anchor, hee 

avi 


uverec 


ititud 


ondor, 
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aving got, they made figns to him that he 
ould be fet at liberty, but about an hour after 
ne wind coming fair, they fet fail, and took 
m away with them. One of his companions 
nllowed the fhip in his canoe, talked with him, 

d feemed to lament his condition; but the 
nglifo ufing him well, and faying, Jé&aour, that 
|, We mean no harm, he ina fhort time became 

pleafant companion, Capt. Davis then gave 

im a new fuit of frize of the Engl/é fafhion, 
ith which he feemed highly pleafed, He foon 
immed. up his darts, and all his fifhing-tools, 
as very ready at making okam, and willingly 
this hand to the rope. 

On the 17th, being in the latitude of 63° 
» they imagined they faw a very high land, 
hich had feveral bays.and capes, and therefore 
nt Out their pinnace to difcover it ;, but on her 
Beturn, they were affured that it was no. more. 
Mpan a prodigious mafs of ice. This they coafted 
ll the 30th, when the air grew fo foggy, and 
ne fea fo peftered with ice, that all hopes of 
oceeding were banifhed. 

In this extremity the men beginning to grow 
ck and feeble, and to lofe all hopes of fuccefs, 
mermeftly intreated the Captain to preferve his 

nand theiy lives, by returning to England: 
ut though he commiferated their condition, he 
folved to profecute the difcovery ; yet he al- 
red his courfe, and on the firt of Auguf dif, 
mevered Jand, without either {now or ice, in the 
mc of 66°. 33’. and in 704. longitude from | 
ondor. 
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‘were much troubled with mufketoes. The peoph 
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“ On the 2d of 4uguf?, they anchored in ave 


good road, where they graved and re-victualle 
the Mooxfbine. ‘They here found it very hot, an 


of the country having caught a feal, tied bla 
ders to him, and fent him to the Englif wit 


the flood, fo that he came right up with the hi T 
and this the Captain took as a friendly prefenjl and 
On the 5th Capt. Davis walked up to the topq@i man 
a hill, and obferving three canoes under a rock plac 
went to them, and found in them fkins, dart rv 
&c. but without taking any thing, he left ij two 
every boat a filk point, a leaden bullet, ag defi 
a pin. . agai 

The next day the natives came to them witl C 
out fear, and bartered with them for {king toa 
Mean while the Jndian kept clofe, and by fgg had 
let them know, that he was very defirous @ who 
having another companion. : den] 

On the 12th, Capt. Davis departed, leaving tron 
the Mermaid at anchor, whofe crew finding mam bore 


octafions of difcontent, were unwilling to prj doul 
ceed. Two days after, failing weft 50 icagug™ they 
they difcovered land in 66°. 19/. and the neg men 
day ftood to the fouth. On the 18th, they dig the. 
covered a promontory to the north-weft, and hag an a 
ing no land on the fouth were in great hopesq@j 4H 
apafflage. They then coafted an ifland towargl lafte 
the fouth from 67 to 57°. and on the 28th agg and 
trufting the weather, failed ten leagues intofM the | 
fine harbour, two leagues broad, with woogg pect 
on both fides. Here they continued till the #§ dere 
of September, in which time they had two va a fa 
great ftorms, The Captain and fome peril sew 

Wi 
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with him went “fix miles into the country, and 
found the woods confifted of firs, pines, elders, 
yews, and birch-trees. In this excurfion they 
fiw 2a black bear, and plenty of birds, as phea- 
nts and partridges,wild-geefe, blackbirds, jays, 
ehrufhes, and other {mall birds. 

Fhey now coafted the fhore with fair weather, 
and on the fouth anchored in a good road among 
many Hlands. Eight leagues tothe north of this 
place, they had hopes of a paflage from ob- 
ferving a prodigious fea, rolling between the 
two lands from the weft, and they had a great 
defire to enter this fea ; but the wind was directly 
againft them. 

On the 4th they fent five young men on fhore 
to another land to fetch fome fifh, which they 
had left there covered all night. But the natives 
who had concealed themfelves in the woods, fud- 
denly affaulted the men, which being perceived 
from the fhip, thofe on board let flip their cable, 
bore in to the fhore, and twice difcharged a 
double mufket upon them, at the noife whereof 
they fled, after their having killed two of the 
men with their arrows, and wounded two more 
the other narrowly efcaped by fwimming with 
an arrow fhot through his arm. | 

Having that night a moft dreadful ftorm, that 
lafted till the 10th, they unrigged their fhip, 
and tntended to cut down their mafts; and as 
the cable of their fheet anchor broke, they ex- 
pected to have been driven on fhore, and mur- 
dered by the natives; but having afterwards 
a fair fea, they recovered their anchor, and 
xew moored their fhip, when they were fully 
fenfible 
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fenfible of their great deliverance, two itrands 
of their cable being broken. 

On the 11th, the wind coming fair at weft- 
north-weft, they fteered direftly for LExglaud, 
where they arrived in the beginning of O@oder. 
The Sunfbine had returned a few daws before 
them. She had been at J¢e/and, and from thence 
to Greenland, afterwards to Effoitland, and thence 
to the Land of Defolation, where fhe traded with 
the people, and ftaid in the country twenty days. 
But they had loft the pinnace called the North 
Star, in a ftorm, and never heard of her more, 

Capt. Davis was afterwards fent on another 
voyage to make difcoveries, with three fhips, 
two of which were to be empleyed in fithing, 
while the other endeavoured to find out a paf- 
fage to the South Seas, and in this voyage he 
reached the latitude of 73°. north, where he 
found the fea all open, and the ftreight 40 
leagues broad, whence he concluded, that the 
paflage was molt certain, and the execution eafy, 
in which he was miftaken. However, thefe ex+ 
peditions intitled England to the moft northern 
coaftof America. 

We fhall now mention an attempt made for 
fixing a fettlement farther to the fouth than any 
we have yet obtained, 
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CHAP. VIL 


Sir Walter Raleigh fads with a fnall Squadron in 
order to difeover Guiana: Arrives at the Ifland 
of Trinidad, where he burns the Town of St. 
jofeph, and fets five Indian Kings at Liberty. 
Proceeding towards Guiana, he enters the Mouth 
of the River with a Detachment of 100 Men 
in Boats: Meets with great Difficulty from the 
wnany Branches, whith unite their Streams: Pro- 
ceeds up the Amana, and enters the great River 
Oronoko, where be has an Interview with the 
King of Aromaia, and thex proceeding up the 
Banks. of the Caroli, takes a View of thé Coun- 
try, and of the Catara&s of that River; after 
aubich he returns; receives another viftt from 
the old King, and is conducted to a mine: rejoins 
his Ships, and after burning feveral Spanifh 

owns, re‘uras to England. A conecife Account 


of his fending feveral other Ships to Guiana, 


FR Wartrer RareicnH had feen with re- 
gret the plantation of Virginia abandoned, 
and well knew that the want of immediate pro- 
fit was the caufe, he refolved, therefore, to 
firike out the means of fettling a new colony 
mm another part of America, that fhould be 
free from this inconvenience, and_ transfer 
the richeft produéts of that country to the 
Englifo, if they had but courage and conduct 
enough to fetch them, Jn order to this, he en- 
quired 


a a 
: ; a > 


- extenfive experience. 


have deemed infuperable. 


» Spaniards, who were at that time endeavourin 
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quired withthe greateft diligence into the fated 
Guiana. He fought from books and papers al 
the affiftance that could be had of that kind 
and drew from perfonal informations, whic 
were more in his power, than perhaps they eve 
were in any other man’s, all the notices the 
were capable of giving. But he drew the grea 
eit lights from his own profound knowledge ant 


In order to proceed cautioufly in an affair o 
{isch importance, he fent before him one Capt 
Whiddon, to take a view of the coaft, tha 
he might be perfectly informed of the fiat 
things were then in, and become more able.ts 
take the proper meafures for overcoming thol 
difficulties, which a man of lefs fagacity woul 
This gentleman per 
formed his bufinefs effectually, though he me 
with fome obftructions from the force, and mud 
greater inconveniences from the frauds of tht 


to fecure to themfelves this valuable country, 
particularly Don Antonio de Berreo, with whom 
Capt. Whiddon had fome dealings, got eight 0 
his men into his hands, whom he ufed wil 
great barbarity. 

When Sir Walter’s proje& was ripe for exe 
cution, he was aflifted by the Lord Admir 
Howard, and Sir Robert Cecil; and five fhip 
were fitted out for this expedition. Sir Waite 
however, left Plymouth on the 6th of February 
3595, with only one bark befides the veffel u 
which he himfelf failed, and on the 22d @ 
March arrived at the ifland of Trinidad, whe 
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te fpent a confiderable time in viewing that 
fland, in examining all its ports and havens, 
ind ever every hittle creek, with the greateft care 
nd exactnels. 

Here was a Spani/h fettlement, and a new city 
alled St. Fofeph, governed by the above Don 
fntonio de Berreo, a2 man of courage and refoly- 
ion, but very. unfit to profecute difcoveries. 
On this Governor Sir Walter refolved to be re- 
enged, for his treatment of Capt. Whiddon’s 
eople, by making himfelf mafter of the place, 
which he knew would gain him the friendfhip, 
ind fecure the obedience of the Indians, who 
were moft cruelly oppreffed by the Spaniards. 
He accordingly fent Capt. Cal/feld to attack 

e main guard with 60 men, and following 
with 49 more, reduced the town of St. Fofeph 
without much trouble. He then fet the inha- 
itants at liberty, and in particular many Indian 
‘aptives, among whom were five Caciques, who 
@evere linked together 1n one chain, and confined 
Man a place where they were almoft ftarved with 
amhunger. Thefe unhappy Princes had fuffered 
the fevereft torments, for they had been bafted 

ith the fcalding fat of bacon, and endured a 
variety of other cruelties, He kept the Go- 

vernor and his Spaniards prifoners, and after- 
emwards, at the requeft of the Jzdians, burnt the 
“mplace: but in other refpeéts behayed towards 
is prifoners, and particularly towards the Go- 
vernor, with fuch civility, that he drew from 
him a faithful account of all his adventures in 
attempting the conquelt of Guiana. ws 
e 
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The fame day arrived to Sir Walter’s affittang 
Capt. Giffard, in the Lion’s-Whelp, and Ca 
Keymis, in a galego, with feveral gentlem 
and foldiers, and fome ufeful fupplies. But} 
fore Sir Walter would proceed on his difcoverig 
he fummoned an affembly of the Indian Chie 
of the ifland, who were enemies to the § 
niards, and told them by an Jzdiaz interprete 
whom he had brought out of Exgland, thath 
was the fervant of a Virgin Queen, who wa 

the moft powerful Cacique in the north, and h; 
more Caciques under her command than ther 
were trees in that ifland. That the was anen 
my to the Cafilians, on account of their tyra 
ny and opprefflion, and having freed all th 
coafts of the northern world from their fervitud 
had fent him to free them alfo: and to defenjily 
the country of Guzana from their future inv 
fions. He then fhewed them the Queen’s pic 
ture, which they greatly admired. By thefe an 
other {peeches of the fame kind, both here an 
on the borders of Guiana, he made the peopk 
familiarly acquainted with the name and virtue 
of the Queen, and at the fame time ftrongly a 
gaged them in his intereft. 

Sir Walter now prepared to proceed towar 
Guiana, though Berreo ufed many arguments tt 
diffuade him from engaging in that enterpriz 
He told him, that he muft venture to pafs many 
dangerous fhallows in {mall boats, without beim 
able to carry provifions fufficient to laft him hay 
the way ; that he muft not expect the leait fu 
cour from the natives of the countries throug! 


which he paffed, who would not admit of a par 
ie 
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y; but would burn their towns, and retire to 
eir fortrefles: that they had been enjoined by 
eir chiefs not to barter gold, nor to hold any 
mmmunication with Chriftians, as the only 
eans to preferve them from deftruction : be- 
Jes, that the way was long, winter was ap- 
roaching, and the rivers beginning to {well. 
Notwithftanding thefe remonftrances, Sir 
alter dire€ted his Vice-Admiral Capt. Giffard, 
d Capt. Calfield to fteer into the mouth of the 
ver Capuri, and at the higheft flood to pafs 
er the fhoal; but this they found impracti- 
able, the water falling before they could ac- 
Momplifh it. He then fent the mafter of the 
on’ s-W help to try another-branch called Amana, 
mp order to know if either of the {mall veffels 
uld enter ; but he met with no better fuccefs. 
t Walter now caufed his carpenter to cut down 
old galego boat, and to fit her with banks 
roars, in fuch a manner as to draw but five 
mect Water. ) 
Mm In this veffel he embarked with 60 of his 
,meople, and was followed by the fhallop and 
dat of the Lion’s-Whelp carrying 20; Capt. 
aifield’s fhallop carrying 10, and a barge of his 
n, ten more; having in all 100 men well 
med, with provifions for a month. ‘Their ac- 
a@pmmodations were extremely bad, being ex- 
w@pied to the weather, and obliged to endure the 
@ ning heat of the fun and ftorms of rain, to 
-upon the hard boards, to bear the difagree- 
ciple fmell of the wet cloaths of many people 
Mmowded together, and the drefling of their 
Md, which moftly confifted of ftale fith, fo 
Vou. IV, G 3 that 
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that no prifon could be more loathfome and 
healthy. | | 
At firt fetting out they had. zo miles o 
high fea to crofs in their'crazy boats, and 
driven by the wind into the bottom of the b 
of Gauanipa, inhabited by a barbarous nati 
who ufed poifoned arrows. From thence th 
entered oneof the rivers, and after fovr da 
got above the force of the tide ; but they we 
there bewildered by fuch a confluence of ftream 
that they were whirled about by different c 
rents and eddies, fo that after toiling a long tis 
they were brought back ‘to the place they | 
been ftriving to avoid, or from which they { 
out, pafling between iflands and ftreights, 
overfhadowed with trees, that their fight 
bounded by the breadth of the river, and 
length of the avenue, while the gloominels 
the profpeét added horror to the loathfoment 
of the places in which they were confined. 
At length, on the 22d of May, they entere 


river, and not knowing any other name form 
Called it the Red Crofs River : here they put 


a creek which led to a town at a {mall diftant 
where their Indian pilot going on fhore, was 
upon by his countrymen, who hunted him‘ 
dogs. Jn return, Sir Walter feized an olds 
who was paffing that way, and threatened 
cut off his head if he did not procure 
pilot’s liberty ; but the pilot by his agility { 
efcaped them, and fwam to Sir Walter’s bat 
they, however, kept the old man, whom 
ufed with the utmoft kindnefs, in hopes of 
taining many ufefu) informations from an 
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ho kad been long acquainted with thofe parts ; 
nd indeed he was of great ufe in guiding them 
ough the intricacies of the rivers, though he 
imfelf was often in the utmoft perplexity which 
ver to take. 
The people who inhabit the country at the 
outh of this great river, were called 7ivitivas, 
nd were a bold and hardy race of people, 
ho knew the value of liberty, and had the 
ourage to defend it.. During the fummer they 
ve in houfes, built on the ground’; but in the 
et, or winter months, dwell in huts built upon 
rees, as is very common both on this coaft, and 
maven in the Ea/?-Indies, where the countries are 
bject to be overflowed. 
Some time after, Sir. Walter’s barge ran a- 
round with fuch force, that they defpaired of 
etting her off, fo that the difcovery feemed at 
ftand; however, four days after, they again 
ther on float, and ftriking into the Amana, 
mene of the nobleft branches of the. Oronoko, 
he men with incredible fatigue continued their 
oyage, and being now within 5° of the line, 
m@ Valter endeavoured to keep up their fpirits 
directing his pilots to give them hopes, that 
vacir labeurs would foon have an end. 
At length the old: Jnaian perceiving that their 
@rovifions were exhaufted, and ‘that they muft 
erh without an immediate f{upply, told them, 
hat if they would venture up a river on the right 
mnd, he would bring them to a town where 
ey might be fure of refrefhments, and be able 
f @ return before night. . Sir Waltex.took him at 
aes Word ; but he amufed them all day and the 
Gz greateft 
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greateit part of the night, without their feeing 
any town, fo that a lefs prudent Command 
might have punifhed him for impofing upo 
them. However, about one of the next morning 
they reached this long expected town, and ob- 
tained the fupplies of which they ftood in fuch 
need. In this hungry and hazardous voyage, 
which was fourfcore miles up the river, they ob- 
ferved many fifhes of a furprizing fize, an 
abundance of alligators, one of which devoured 
a young negro who attended Sir Walter, anti 
who leaped into the water to refrefh himfelf by 
{wimming. | 

Soon after, being-again in want of provifions,m 
they took two canoes laden with excellent bread, 

belonging to the Indians called Arwaycas, whi 

run them on fhore, and took refuge in the woods: 
when Sir Walter purfuing them, in hopes of ob- 
taining fome intelligence, found, as his meni, 
were creeping through the buthes, a refiner's 
bafket, in which were quick filver, falepetre, 
and other things, ufed in refining of metals, 
together with fome gold duft, that had been rv 
fined from the ore. | 

Sir Walter then landed more of his men, ant 
offered 5001. to any of his foldiers who fhould 
take one of the Spaniards: but this they wer 
unable to perform, they, however, difcovered th 
Arwaycas concealed in the woods, who ha 
ferved as pilots to the Spanifh adventurers, and 
who informed him, that they had been accom 
panied by two other canoes, laden with gold e SY 
exe, which had efcaped. One of thefe peop ndir 
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» kept for his own pilot, and from him learmed, 
here, when, and how the Spaniard; worked for 
id. Having here fufficiently refrefhed his 
mpanions ; they appeared as well fatisfied as 
cir Commander, and: promifed to follow him 
) the end of the world. 

Onthe 15th day. from their leaving their fhips, 
ir Walter and his men entered the great river 
ronoko, and obtained a true account of the na- 
ons inhabiting its banks ; they then fteered by 
le mountain A7o and a large ifland, and on the 
h day after their entering the above river, 
ame to an anchor at Moreguito, in the Province 
f Aromaia, 300 miles within land. 

He here fenta meffenger to the King of 
romaia, who, the next morning, came on foot 
om his houfe, and returned the fame evening, 
hough he was 110 years of age, and his jour- 
ey was 28 miles. This old Monarch had 
large train of attendants of both fexes, who 
rought great plenty of flefh, fifh, and feveral 
rts of fruits. The old king having refrefhed 


“Mimfelf a-while in a tent, which Sir Walter had 


aufed to be pitched for him, they entered, by 
eans of the interpreter, into a difcourfe on the 
wurder of Moreguito, his predeceffor, and the 
“@ther barbarities of the Spaniards. Sir Walter 
en told him the defign of his coming thither, 
d expatiated on the virtues of his Queen, 
hofe createft ambition, he obferved, was to re- 
eve diftreffed nations, and humble the pride of 
We Spaniards, which were her only motives for 
Beding him to Guiana. 

. G 3 : The 
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The old man liitened to him with great af 
tention, and on his afking him many quettion 
relating to the ftrength, polity, alliances, an 
government of Guiana, with the readieft way 9 
entering into the heart of the country, the Kin 
réplied in fo clear and fenfible a manner, tha 
Sir Walter could not help being furprized at find. 
ing a perfon of fuch judgment, and good :enfe, 
who had received none of the advantages 0 
education. Some of the King’s attendants made 
Sir Walzer a prefent of a {mall but curious kind 
of Parroquito, and of an animal then {carcel 
known, called the Armadilla, whofe head, body, 


and tail are covered with hard anid beautifill—, |; 


feales. ‘The form of the head is like that of¢ 
hog, the feet refemble hands, and the tail s 
near four inches thick at the root, tapering t0 
the end. | 
Atter the King’s departure, Sir Walter failed 
weftward to the river Caroli, becaufe it led 
the ftrongeft nations of all the frontiers, wht 
were enemies to the Epuremei, the fubjects ¢ 
the Inca or Emperor of Guiana and Man 
Long before he came to it, he heard the roarmgy, 
occafioned by the falls of this river; but on h 
entering it, inorder to procecd 4o miles up! 
the Cafagotos, he found the ftream {fo rapid, thi, 
though the river was as broad as the Thames 
Woolwich, he could not advance with his eigi 
oared barge above a ftones throw in an hougl 
He therefore encamped on the banks, and {é1 
an. Indian to acquaint the Lords of Canuri, wi 
dwelt in that Province, of his arrival. Up 
this meflage one of the Princes named Wanureton 
attended by a numerous train of followers, calm, 
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ovifit him, bringing great plenty of refrefh- 
ents: from him he learned that a nation cal- 
ed the Carolians, were enemies botb to the Spa- 
jards and the Epuremei, and that there were - 
nighty nations at the head of that river, and 
were of the fame difpofition. 

Upon this intelligence, he difpatched a party 
of between 30 and 40 men up the fide of the 
iver, while he himfelf, with a few officers, and 
alfa dozen men, ‘armed with mufkets marched 
o take a view of the cataracts of the river” 
aroli. ‘ 

From the top of the firft hills that commanded. 

we view of the river, they beheld a prodigious 
ataract, beneath which, the water divided into 
hree {treams, andran with amazing rapidity up- 
vards-of 20 miles ; for fo farthey imagined they 
ere able to take in the profpect. In this courfe 
olefs than ten or a dozen more appeared in 
iew, each as high above the other as a church 
leeple, whence the water rufhed down with fuch 
iolence, that the vapours arifing from the re- 
‘bound, were like the thick fmoke hanging over 
fmvell-inhabited cities; but on their nearer ap~ 
proach, where they could better difcern, and 
lifting ui fh the effects, refembled heavy fhowers of 
fain ; while the prodigious roaring of thefe tor- 
‘weats, at leaft equalled the noife of thunder. 

Sir Walter Raleigh obferves, that he never 

aw a more beautiful country, nor more delight- 
"| profpects: The valleys were interfperfed with 
ulls, and the waters winding through them in 
arious branches; the plains free from brambles, 

ere covered with fine grafs; the foil was an 

a Bpud fand, fit for either walking or carriage s 
the 
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the deer crofling every path ; and towards even. 
ing the birds finging on every tree, a thoufand 
different notes: while on the banks of the r- 
vers were cranes and herons, white, crimfon and 
carnation ; the air was refrefhed with gentle 
eaftern breezes, and every ftone they ftooped to 
take up, feemed to be intermixed with gold or 
filver. Sir Walter afterwards fhewing fome of 
thefe ftones to 'a Spaniard of the Caraceas, was 
told, they were the mother of gold, and though 
of {mall value themfelves, were a proof of there 
being mines at no great diftance. _ 

There were now many reafons which ren- 
dered their ftay improper. The rains were f 
heavy, and the floods poured fo fuddenly from 
the hills, that they were fometimes before night 
up to the neck in water, upon the very {pots of 
ground over which in the morning. they had 
marched dry-fhod. The men had worn their 
cloaths above a month without change, or be- 
ing in any other manner refrefhed, but by the 
rains which frequently wafhed them ten.timesa 
day on the owners backs. ‘They had befidés no 
inftruments with them to open mines, and if 
they advanced farther, were to att, againft a nv- 
merous, civilized, and warlike people. ‘Thele 
and many other inconveniences made thei i 
folve to make the beft of their way back to the 
fhips, from which they had now heen abdent 
above a month, and had in that fpace proceeded 
about 400 miles from the fea coaft. 

They therefore embarked in their boats, and 
though the wind was againft them, arrived i 
a day’s time at the port of Morequito ; for glid- 

ing 
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ig down the ftream, they went without labour, 
ttle lefs than 100 miles a day. Sir Walter on 
is coming to an anchor was very defirous of 
ving another conference with the old King, 
ho foon arrived with a numerous train, loaded 
ith prefents, when Sir Walter having taken him 
to his tent, enquired the beft way to the richeft 
arts Of Guiana. ‘The old Cacique intimated to 
im, that he ought not to think of penetrating 
0 Manca the capital; for neither the feafon 
f the year, nor the {mall number of his. men, 
ere proper for the enterprize: that in the 
lains of Magureguararai the firft civilized town 
f Guiana, 300 Spaniards had been lately flain ; 
sthey had invaded it, without having made 
ny friends among thofe nations, who were 
eady to join in any attempts againft the King- 
om of Guiana, and therefore advifed Sir Walter, 
lot to invade the ftrong parts of Guiana, with- 
but obtaining the affiftance of thofe nations, who 
ere their enemies. ‘The King alfo informed 
um, that he believed he might, with his pre- 
nt force feize on the town of Magureguarai, 
where all the gold plates were made that were 
lifperfed through the neighbouring nations, and 
yhich was but four days journey from thence, 
nd offered to aflift him with his fubjeéts, pro- 
ided so Englifbmen were left behind for his 
tuard: But Sir Walter declining the expedition, 
he King begged him to leave his territories as 
don as poflible, left the Epuremei fhould iearn 
hat he had given him any afliftance, or the 
\paniards fhould return and infult him : they ha- 
ing once before taken him prifoner, and led 

him 
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him 17 days in chains, till he paid 100 plates of 
gold for his ranfom. But if Sir Walter woul 
promife to return early the next year, he woul 
engage all the neighbouring nations to affift him 
again{ft the Epuremez, who had plundered then, 
of their wives, and affured him, they would glad. 
ly renew the war to recover them ; for the olf 
King complained grievoully, that the Epuremi 
pofieifed from 50 to 100 women each, while ke 
and his principal fubjects had but three or fou 
wives a-plece. a 

Sir Walter, while he ftayed here, obtained 
many images and plates of gold, not fo much 
for the value, as to fhew them as famples; and 
to prevent thefe people from entertaining a no 
tion, that he came tor gold, he gave amon; 
then, more twenty fhilling pieces of the Queen's 
coin, than they were worth. He alfo took wit 
him iome of the fpar and ore, to juftify his 
report of the riches of the country; and as tht 
higheft teftimony of his having obtained the cor 
fidence of the natives, the old King fent ove 
his own fon Cayworaco into England, where k 
was afterwards baptized, with much ceremony 
by the name of Gualtero. 

On the other hand, Sir Walter at their owas 
requeft left behind him two of his company, agghi 
excellent draftfman who undertook to defcribe 
as he did, all the country very exaétly, and@& 
boy who waited upon Sir Walter, and who w 
to learn the languages of the Indian nation 
which he did to great perfection ; but was uiiw 
fortunately devoured by a wild beat. Ag 
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After this a Cacique whofe name was Putoma, 
and another called Warapana, offered to conduct 
him toa gold mine, which they accordingly 
performed, but the weather being extremely 
bad, Sir Walter refolved to return as expediti- 
oufly as poflible to his fhips; but in his paffage 
was overtaken by aviolent ftorm, and had like 
to have been loft among the fhoals, being obliged 
to quit his galley, and take to his boat, with 
which he ventured out upon a very boifterous 
fea; however, he was the next day fo happy as 
to reach Curiapa in the ifland of Trinidad, 
where his fhips lay at anchor, and where he was 
{oon joined by his galley. 

In all this tedious and furprizing expedition, 
in which they were alike expofed to the feverity 
mof the weather, and to the attempts of their 
enemies, abfolutely wanting moft of the con- 
i@™mveniences,- and frequently the neceffaries of life, 
ha@mhe loft not a fingle man, except the negro de- 
roured by the alligator. And yet took a con- 
‘@™iderable quantity of gold ore, which he brought 
ato England, and proving extremely rich, turned 
toa very good account. 

In his return home he burnt the town of Cuz- 
manana, becaufe the Spaniards refufed to fupply 
mim with provifions, and two other Spani/b towns 
underwent the fame fate, after which he return- 
d fafe to England, where he was received with 
Mmereat acclamations of joy. | 
Capt. Keymis who was oné of the adventurers, 
tote a Latin poem on his expedition, and Mr. 
sorge Chapman, compofed an heroic peem of 200 

lines 
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lines on the fame fubjeét, in which he beftoy 
the greateft encomiums on the prudence andi 
teprity of Sir Walter, who alfo publifhed an a 
count of this expedition, written by himfelf. 
Notwithftanding the great fuccefs of th 
voyage, andthe high probability of eafily form 
ing a fettlement in this rich country, Sir Walter 
enemies, jealous of his great abilities, endea 
voured by the moft inviduous infinuations t 
difcourageall attempts againft Guiaxa, by throw. 
ing the moft groundlefs afperfions on his veracity, 
Thefe he eafily anfwered, and immediately fitte 
out two veffels under the command of Capt 
Keymis, who left Exgland in the latter end of Fa 
nuary following, in order to cherifh the friend 
ihip he had contracted with the Indians, rathe 
than to purfue any acts of hoftility. , This germ. 
tleman, on his arrival at the port of Moreguitr 
received intelligence of the death of the olf 
King, and that the draughtfman who had b 
left behind, had been carried into captivity ) 
the Spaniards, who had made a fettlement at tit 


mouth of the river Caroli, in the paflage to tham® 


mines, whence Sir Walter had taken ore tt 
preceeding year. 

Capt. Keymis, therefore, after having had co 
ferences with feveral of the natives, who welt” 
loud in the praifes of Sir Walter Raleigh, am 
expreffed their inclination to fupport any me 
fures fet on foot by his countrymen, returned « 
Eugland, and arrived at Portland in the latte 
end of une, having been only five months up 
the voyage. E 
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Sir Walter foon after fitted out dn handfome 
innace, and having provided her with all ne- 
ffaries for trade and difcovery, fhe fet fail from 
eymouth, the following December, under the 
ommand of Captain Leonard Berry, who about 
16 beginning of March, fell in with the river 
iapoco on the coaft of Guiana, where beginning 
) be in want of provifions, and finding no inha- 
tants, he fteered to a town called Armatto, at 
hich place he was plentifully fupplied, and 
eated with great hofpitality by the natives, who 
eely traded with the Exglifh; Capt. Berry then 
vited a neighbouring Cacique, named Ritimo, 
1 board his fhip, who accepted the invitation, 
fed was entertainéd in a very magnificent 
anner. : 
The inhabitants. of the neighbouring towns 
ing now convinced that this was an Englifh 
fel, flocked to the fea-fhore from all quarters, 
inging plenty of provifions arid tobacco, and 
pearing perfeétly fatisfied with what was given 
fem in exchange. Thefe eagerly follicited the 
Beli to come and drive the Spaniards out of 
Gecir territories, | : 
This gentleman afterwards failed up feveral 
ers, and having procured all the intelligence 
Belible, quitted the coaft. of Guiang, and ar- 
weed at Plymouth on the 28th of Funey 1597+ 
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Capt. Leigh forms a Settlement at Guiana, h 
foon after dying, and his People falling fic, 
they return to England. Mean while his Br 
ther Sir Olive Leigh, /ends.a Veffel with Sy 
plies, but the Men defpairing of reaching th 
intended Port, from a Settlement in the Ifland 
St. Lucia, where mof? of them are cut of h 
the Natives, aud the few that remain put wb 
to Sea, in a Boat, when, after Suffering il 
greatest? Hardfhips, five of them at length retun 
to England. Captain Harcourt’s Voyage tt 
Guiana, where he leaves a Settlement, and tt 
turns to England. : | 


be oe 2 Sir Walter was at this:time pr 
vented from making any farther diico 
veries of this rich country, by the:death of th 
Queen, and his own long imprifonment, yé 
other attempts were made. In the year 160} 
Capt. Charles Leigh being affifted by his brothe 
Sir Olive, made a voyage to:Guiana, at thei 
mutual expence, in a bark of about 50 ton 
with 46 men and boys on board, and on ti 
22d of May, entered the river, Wiapoco in 8°. 30m 
north latitude, intending to fix at the town me" 
the fame name on the coait of Guiana. 
The Captain was received very kindly by ta 
inhabitants, who confented to allow him, fom 


, 
F-3 
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e prefent, a fpace of ground and fome houfes, 
n confideration of which, he was to aflift them 
gaint their inveterate enemies the Caribees. 
This agreement was made by means of two 
yf the natives of Guiana, who had been in 
England, and could {peak fomeé Exgli/o, and for 
he better fecurity of the Indians performing 
heir promifes; five of them; among whom were 
wo confiderable perfons, were to be fent to 
ngland. | : 

The firft fettlement miade by the Zag; was 
bi a part of the mountain that lies on the weit 
ide of the entrance of a river, fo which they 
pave the name Of Modnt Howard, Captain 
tigh might here have lived a quiet life, and 
ave been of great ufe to his country, had not 
is men been difcontented and matinous. How- 
ver, the next year he feérit his fhip to Exgland for 
a freth fupply of fuch things as he wanted, 
eeping witb him 35 of his men and boys, to 
vagettle his {mall village, and by this means fet his 
maolony upon a better footing than it had hither- 

to been. They had fome trade with the na- 
ives, as well round their fettlement, as farther 
ip the river, by which they obtained wax, fine 
white feathers, tobacco, parrots, monkeys, green 
mend black, cotton-yarn, and wool; {weet gums, 
red pepper, with feveral forts of wood, roots, 
and berries, partly for medicine, and partly for 
dying : but the flux and other diftempers, car- 
pied off a confiderable number of the company, 
and at length the Captain himfelf being feized 
nth it, alfo died. By this unhappy. ftroke the 
hole undertaking was ruined, and every one 
H z shifting 
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Shifting for himfelf returned to England, vey 
much to the regret of the Jzdians; {ome of they 
in a French fhip, and others in two Duf 
vefiels. | “ | 
_ In the mean time, Sir Odiue Leigh, refolviy 
to fupport his brother in the eftablifhment of hy 
overnment at Guiana, before he had an accoum 
of his fuecefs, fitted out another fhip, unde 
Captain Catalin, and Captain S*. Fobn, tocaty 
him a frefh fupply of men and _ neceffaries, 
‘This fhip fet fail in 4pril, 1605 ; byt by con 
trary winds and currents, and the unfkilfulnef 
of the Matter, was carried fo far to the leeward, 
that the men defpaired of ever recovering thet 
intended port, and therefore put in firft at Bar 
Ladoes, and afterwards at the ifland of S+. Lucia 
defigning to return from thence to Exgland: but 
examining their ftores of provifions, and finding 
that they were far from being fufficient to {up 
ply fo large a company for {fq long a voyage, Capt 
St. Fohn, with 67 of the paflengers, refolved 
rather to ftay and take their lot upon that ifland, 
than to run the hazard of being ftarved at fea. 
The Exglifh foon made an acquaintance with 
the Ind.ans, whoin exchange for trifles, furnthe 
them with roots, fruit, and fome fowls : and the 
had every night an opportunity of taking, wit 
very little trouble, the moft delicate tyrtle upo 
the fands, fo that they were in no want of fooumy 

Five or fix days they lived jn huts of their ow! 
building, without making any excurfions int 
the country ; but the Captain one day fecing 
fome pieces of metal upon the arms of fome 
the Indians, and being informed by a refiner : 
. : : 
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is company, that they were at leaft three parts 
old, he enquired of the Judians from whence 
i ey had them ; upon which they pointed toa 
ery high mountain in the north-weit part of the 
land. ee 
Upon this, Capt. St. Fobu, with fome of the 
hief of his men, went in queft of this golden 
mountain, the reft being appointed to keep 
yuard at home, with the aflurance of their re- 
urning in a week’s time. When they were gone 
he others expected that the /udzans would brin 
hem provifions as ufual, but they heard nothing 
of them for three days together. 
It feems, the Judians had obferved the Cap- 
ain’s departure, and following him, cut him off 
vith his whole company: which they had no 
ooner done, than they refolved to ferve thofe 
who ftaid behind in the fame manner. For this 
nurpofe they got one Augramart, a man of re- 
olution, and Captain of the ifland of Sr. Vin- 
ent, to head them in this enterprize. How- 
ver, to cover their defign they carried it fair, 
ind frequently vifited the Engli/fd, till one day 
fugramart having dined with them, perfuaded 
he Englifh to go with him to his quarters, where 
e promifed to furnifh them with whatever pro- 


‘ hmmifions they wanted. | 


Upon this invitation, a gentleman fet out with 
7 of the men; but the Judians, inftead of con- 
weucting them to, their quarters, led them into an 
mbufcade, where. they were: furrounded by 
bout 500 of the natives, who difcharged their 
m'tows at them on all fides, till the Exgli/4, af- 
img exerting themfelves as much as was-in their 


H 3 power, 
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68 The Difcoveries of th ENGLISH 
power, were all of them flain but one, wh 
made his efcape from this bloody flaughter, an 
was forced to hide himfelf in a wood, whene 
fwimming over a lake, with much difficulty kx 
returned home, juft time enough to alarm hi 
companions ; for it was not long before the hh. 
dians appeared before their houfes; but th 
Englifh difcharging fome {mall pieces of ord. 
nance, they quickly marched off: however, it 
two or three days, they returned, to the nun. 
bet of 13 or 1400, and after having attacked: 
little fort and houfes for feven days togethe 
with {mall fuccefs, refolved to burn them, } 
throwing in fire with their arrows, which in 
fhort time reduced the habitations of the Englip 
to a heap of afhes: They continued howeve 
to defend themfelves in fo brave a manner, tha 
the Jndians finding that they could not accomplil 
their defign againft this handful of men, atl 
abandoned the enterprize. 

After their departare, fome of the neighbou 
ing Indians were prevailed upon, to furnifh thes 
with an old pitiful boat for fome hatchets, knive 
and beads. This the Eagli/> fitted up as wa 
as they could, and 19 of them, the miferable rt 
mains of 68, ventured out to fea in her, with 
out chart or compafs, and with only four or i 
gallons of water, with a few plantains, and p 
tatoes, about 20 bifcuits, and alittle rice. Wh 

was ftill worfe, they had not one mariner amon 
them, and this little boat was fo overladen, th 
her gunnel lay almoft even with the water. _ 

When they had been ten days at fea,’ durit 

which four of the men were obliged by tut 
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to continue {cooping out the water, they; when 
all hopes began to fail them, difcovered land; 


but on their going on fhore, found to their un-_ 


fpeakable difappointment, that it was an unin- 
habited ifland which afforded no manner of fuf- 
tenance. In this miferable ftate they had no 
other remedy, but to fend five of the men to 
the continent to feek relief. ‘Thefe, after many 
dificulties, reached the main Jand, and went to 
an Indian towns called Yocoyo, from whence, af- 
ter being abfent 15 days, they brought fuccour 
to their miferable companions, who were now 
reduced to thirteen. By the help of this fupply 
they got to a Spanih town, called Coro, where 
they were treated with great humanity, and 
where two more of them died. ‘Three of them 
went from thence to Carthagena, and were fol- 
lowed thither by two more, where they procured 
a paflage to Spain; but what became of the reft 
does not any- where appear. 

_ Notwithitanding fucha feries of misfortunes 
as had attended the attempts made for eftablifh- 
ing this fettlement, Robert Harcoyri, Ef{g; caufed 
a {quadron of three veflels, commanded by him- 
lelf, to be fitted out ; the Ref, a thip of 8o tons ; 
the Patience of 35 tons, and the Li//y fhallop of 
9 tons burden, which failed from Dartmouth on 
the 2gth of March, 1609, and arrived in the 
bay of Wiapoco on the 17th of May. 

Itwas not long before feveral canoes of Jy- 
dians came to fee who they were, and findin 
they were Englifb, came on board without the 
leat fear or ceremony. Thefe people were of 
the town, called Caripo, on the eaft fide of the 


hill, 
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hill, at the mouth of Wiapoco river. Their King 
or Chief, who had been many years in Exgland, 
was then with Mr. Harcourt, and another of his 
countrymen came paflenger with him, though 
he had not difcovered his quality, till the joy 
of his fubjeéts at the fight of him, made him 
known. Among the IJndiazs who came firfton 
board, was one who fpoke the Englib tongue 
perfectly. well, and was known to fome of the 
failors, he having ferved Sir John Gilbert in 
England many years; and the Indian who a- 
companied the King or Chief, having been 14 
years in England, thefe two were of fingular 
fervice to the adventurers. 

The firft ceremonies being paft, Mr. Harcourt 
informed them, that he was come to fettlea 
colony there, and to take pofleffion of the 
country for the King of Exgland, by virtue of 
their grant of it to Capt. Leigh, and by fome 
of their countrymen before, to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, affuring them at the fame time, thathis 
Majefty intended no unjuft ufurpation over them; 
but would only be their friend and protedor, 
and fccure them from the infolence of the Ca- 
vibhees. After fome debate, the Indians con- 
fented, to their living among them, but ex- 
preffed fome diffidence in their performing their 
promifes, as Sir Walter had been fo long with- 
out accomplifhing his. 

This affair being concluded, they all went 
on fhore, where they met with the beft reception 
the Indians could give them, and were difperfed 
up and down the town, on the fide of a hill, 
while the fhips rode at anchor at the foot ‘, ts . 
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The great rains, which confined them near a 
nonth, being over, the Captain endeavoured to 
difcover the golden mountains, which had been 
the fpurs to this undertaking ; but his guide, 
who had promifed great things, failed in the 
nerformance Qf them: for when he came to the 
fpot no gald was to be found: and yet all the 
nglifh were fully fatisfied, that the country af- 
forded gold, as well from the affurances given 
hem by the natives, who fhewed them fome 
mages, which upon an affay appeared to con- 
ain at leaft one third gold, as from their obferv- 
ing great quantities of the white fpar in which 
sold is contained ; but they had reafon to be- 
lieve thefe mines were too far up in the higher 
arts Of Guiana, and were perhaps too ftrongly 
guarded for them, to hope that they fhould be 
able to reach them ; and befides, they had nei- 
ther time nor power to fearch in a proper man- 
ner for finding thefe mines, : 
_ This difappointment was near occafioning a 
mutiny among thofe who came, with no other 
lew but to amafs wealth. But the Captain 
ith great prudence prevented itsrunning to {uch 
alength, and to keep them employed, not only 
went himfelf up the river of Wiapoco upon dif- 
overy ; but fent his brother, with fome others, 
mn the fame errand, to the river Arrawary, and 
he country bordering ypen it, which reaches 
to the river of Amazons. He alfo went and took 
poflefion of the mountain Gomoribo, the utmoft 
point of land to the northward in the Wiapoco. 
his he did, according to cuftom, by the cere- 
mony of twig and turf, in the prefence both of 
nis own people and the Ladians. 
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The attempt of the Captain’s brother, in mak 
ing the difcovery of the river Arrawary, Wasat 
tended with great difficulties and hazards; fq 
the length they ran by fea to this river was new 
100 leagues, through terrible breaks of flat 
and fhoals. They went alfo 50 leagues up 
river, and all this was done with only flat. bot 
tomed canoes, fométhing longer than the com. 
mon Thames wherries, but not fo broad. The 
Indians they met with in this river, plainly dif 
covered, that they had never feen any utp 
peans before. It was long ere they could b 
brought to any fort of trade, ot converlatidi 
with them, though they had other Indian: it 
their company, Bit at laft the fight of their toy 


induced them to purchafe them with provifions 
But the want of thefe, however, at lait oblige 
them to return to Wiapoco; they neverthelel 


took poffeffion of the country in form, as Mi 
Harcourt had done of Gomoribo. 

Some time after Mr. Harcourt returned to Ey 
land, leaving behind him 50 or 60 of his men 
over whom he appointed his brother Commande 
in chief, and joined Captain Harvey as his a 
fiftant. In his way homewards he made fever: 
difcoveries upon the coaft, and in fome of the 
rivers, and after his return to England, obtainet 
by the favour of Prince Heary, a patent for al 
the coaft of Guana and the river of the Amazon; 
but being foon involved in many troubles, he 
was unable to fupply his colony. However, hi 
brother kept poffleflion of that part of the coun 
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y wherein he was fettled during three years, in 


which time he loft but fix of his people. 
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y Walter Raleigh’s /af# Voyage to Guiana.’ 
His great Care of giving Offence to the Spa- 
niards, aud his Arrival at Caliana. He fends 
Capt. Keymis in fearch of a gold Mine, who 
is fo unhappy as not to difcover it. He hasa 
/mart Engagement with the Spaniards, in which 
young Raleigh is killed; and Sir Walter being 
difpleafed at Capt. Keymis’s Condu@, the latter 
puts an end to his Life. After which Sir Wal- 
ter returns to England, zs called down to his 
former Sentence, and beheaded. 


A T length, Sir Walter Raleigh, after fuffer- 
ing a very long imprifonment in the Tower 
London, on the Pretence ofa plot, for which 

> had been. condemned: to die, procured his. 
berty, and. though he had been twelve years 
ipriion, obtained a commifiion to execute his 
alt expedition to Guiana. In order to do this, 


mec turned. the beft part of his fortune into 


toney,; which he employed in fitting out fhips 


ii@r this expedition, and. prevailed on many of 


is heft friends to do fo too. Several of thefe 


@@mbarked with him, and among them his eldett 


un 


mon. This fleet confifted of feven fail of dif-- 


tent fizes, with which Sir Walter left Plymouth 
labour in Fuly 1612, and before he had paf- 
icd 
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fed the coaft of England, he was joined by 3 
many more, fo that his whole fleet confifted ¢ 
fourteen fhips. However, he waited for thefe 
laft fome time, and it had been better, if he had 
left them behind ; for they proved a burden to 
him, and fome of them deferted the expedition, 

Soon after he obtained this reinforcement, he 
met with a ftorm, which obliged him to pit intd 
Cork, from whence he failed on the 1gth of 4. 
guft, and on the 6th of September arrived off the 
ifland of Lancerota, when he fent to defire leave 
of the Governor to purchafe provifions ; but 
though that gentleman at firft promifed hima 
meeting, he deferred giving it him, and 
length refufed to have any dealings with Sir 
Walter, under the pretence, that the inhabitants 
were fo much afraid of him, that he dared not, 
and therefore, defired him to draw of fuch of 
his men as were landed upon the ifland. But 
though he complied with his requeft, they fell 
upon his men in their retreat, and flew one of 
them. Of this outrage, Sir Waker complained 
to the Governor of the Canaries, who, inftead 
of fending him an anf{wer, fallied out upon his 
men as they were marching, in order to draw 
water in a defart part of the Ifland; and had not 
young Raleigh, and fome other officers,. behaved 
with great bravery on this occafion, they would i 
all have been flain. But Sir Walter was fo Hhis 
careful of giving no offence to the court of Miz 
Spain, that he did not return thefe acts of Mo 
hoftility. | : fi 
Hence he fteered to Gomera, where the Spa: Bias 


siards alfo refolved to oppofe the landing : er 
rie 
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ye Englifo. ‘They lined the beach, and ftand- 
17 clofe to the water, faluted them very 
mghly, but were foon difperfed by the fhip 
uns. After this treatment, Sir Walter fent a 
effenger on .fhore, to let the Governor know, 
sat he had no hoftile intention; that he onl 
anted a few neceflaries, for which he would 
ay very honourably, and that if any of his men 
ould attempt the leaft fraud or riot, he would 
ng them in the market place: and fo well 
id he keep his word, that the Governor wrote 
letter, for him to deliver to Count Gondamor, 
he Spani/> Embaffador at the ‘court of London, 
erein he acknowleged Sir Walter’s polite be- 
aviour, and gave him the character he juftly 
erited. Many civilities paffed between Sir 
alter, and the Governor’s Lady, who was of 
ngl/e extraction, fhe being related by the 
other’s fide to the Staffords. ‘This Lady fent 
mn fugar, fruits, and other ufeful prefents, for 
hich, in return, he complimented her with a 
utiful picture of Mary Magdalen, a ruff finely 
rought, and fome extracts of amber and rofe~ — 
ater, which were highly valued in theifland. 
After Sir Walter’s leaving the Canaries, his 
ips companies grew very fickly, and before he. 
ached the ifland of Trinidad, he loft many of 
fs men, and was himfelf dangeroufly ill. In 
is weak and low condition, he arrived off 
iapoco, where he hoped to have been aflifted by 
‘onard, an Indian who had lived with him three 
four years in England; but finding that he 
4s removed fo far up into the country, that 


ere was no procuring him, he. ftood away for 
Vou. IV. Caliana 
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Caliana on the coaft of Guiana, at the firft dit 
covery called Port Howard, where the Caciqu 
had been alfo his fervant, and had. lived wi 
him two years in the Tower of Lendon, unde 
the name of Harry, There he arrived in adg 
or two, having pafied by an ifland remarkable 
for its being covered with a multitude of bird; 
from whence he fent to the Cacique, his late] 
dian fervant, who, with other Caciques, came a1 
brought him great plenty of caffavi bread, pla 
tains, roaifted mullets, piftachios, and pia 
apples. 

_ In this place he landed his fick men, and ha 
tents pitched on fhore, by which means, both! 
and his people -recovered ftrength daily, fro1 
the benefit they received by the land air, an 
the refrefhments they obtained. He here alf 
fet up his barges and fhallops, which he h 
brought in pieces from England; cleanfed hi 
fhips ; fixed up a forge; made fuch iron work 
as were. wanted ;. and took in a frefh fupply¢ 
water. 

Thus the Engl were employed about th 
weeks on fhore, and in the river. Duringt 
time, Sir Walter was very much carefled by ti 
Indians, with whom he had been formerly 4 

uainted, and by the other natives of the pla 
who daily furnifhed him with the beft provilia 

the country afforded; offered him their ot 
dience, and even propofed to make him th 
Sovereign, on condition, that he would abmgjpo 
and {ettle among them; fo high was the gral 

tude they ftill felt for his former. behaviogl 
Thefe propofals, he mentioned in his difpate 


ob 


the 
abi 
grat 


V10r 
at¢l 


ix AMERICA. $7 
to England with the greateft modefty and un- 
oncern. 

On the 4th of December they left this river, 
and the next day came to an ifland, where Sir 

Yulter’s fhip ramon the fhoals, and was with 
lificulty got off. 

Sir Walter {till contineing ill, it was retolved, 
that he fhould ftay with five of the fhips at Punto 

te Gallo, in the ifland of Trinidad; while the reft, 
perbanded by Capt. Keymis, young Raleigh Sir 
Walter’s fon; and a few other gent Teiven; with 


five or fix companies of foot, fhould proceed up 
the river Orenoko, with a month’s provifions, itr 
fearch of the mine, the men being ordered to 
neamp, till the depth and breadth of the miné 
yas difcovered. Sir Walter at the fame time 
lefired, that if they found the Staniards very 
firong, they would be carefal of landing, as'a 


epulfe: from them, would reflect difhonour on 
he nation; and he concluded with obferving, 
that if they did not find the mine well worth 
eir pains of working, they need only bring a 
imall quantity of the ore, to convince the King, 

at 1t was not-a meer fiction of his invention. 
With thefe inftru€tions the five fhips fet for- 
yard on the 1oth of December, and foon reached 
anew Spanilh town, called St. Thomas, upon the 
lain Channel of the Oronoko, where Antonio 
serreo, who was taken by Raéigh in the ifland 
ut Trinidad, had planted a fettlement. This 
wn confiited of about 14  houfes, flightly built, 
with a chapel, a convent of Francifeans, and a 
arrifon. Keym/s and the reft now thought them- 
lves obliged, through fear of leaving the ene- 
12 my 
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my between them and the boats, to deviate fr 
their inftructions, by which they had heen en 
joined firft, to take a {mall party to make tri 
of the mine, under fhelter of their own camp, 


_and then to deal with the town as they fhould & 


caufe. It was refolved, to go on fhore in om 
body, between the mine and the town: but up. 
happily landing by night nearer the town tha 
they fufpeéted, and intending to reft themfelve 
by the river fide till morning, they were a 
tacked by the Spazifh troops, who had been ap. 
prized of their coming. This charge was 4 
unexpected, that the common foldiers wer 
Struck with fuch confternation, that had not the 
been animated by their Commanders, they hal 
been all cut to pieces, but foon rallying by th 


example of thefe brave men, they made {nd 


a vigorous defence that the Spaniards wea 
put to flight. However, in the heat of the pur 
fuit, the Exglifh found themfeives at the Spanip 
town, before they knew where they were,, Her 
the battle was renewed, they being affaulted by 


the Governor himfelf, Doz Diego Palameca, alfa 


four or five Captains, at the head of their compe 
nies, againft whom Capt. Walter Raleigh, a brave 
and fprightly young man of 23 years of agg 
rufhed forwards at the head of a company d 
pikes, without waiting for the mnfketeers, and 
having killed one of the Spani/h Captains, wa 
mortally wounded by another: but preffling fil 
on with his fword, upon Erinetia, probably the 
Captain who had fhot him, that Spaniard 
knocked him down with the but-end of hi 
gnufket, upon which the brave youth, ar) 

a 
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ord have mercy upox me, and profper your enter- 
vize, expired. But at the fame initant, young 
Paleigh’s Serjeant, thraft the Speaifh Comman- 
ler through with his halbert. Two other of the 
Commanders were alfo flain, and at length the 
governor himfelf, fainting under his wounds, 
as trampled to death, on which his men dif- 
perfed ; fome of them taking fheleer in the 
houfes about the market place, from whence 
hey killed and wounded the Engi/zé at pleafure ; 
uho finding it not eafy to diflodge them, fet fire 
o the houfes, and drove them into the woods 
pad mountains, whence the Spanigxd; ftill con- 
mnued to alarm them. 

Capt. Keymis now leaving a gasrifon in the 
lace, refulved to make an attempt upon the 
nines, fame of which were not far diftant; but 
he Spaniards who had fled, having taken pof- 
fon of the paffes that lead to them, Captain 
Keymis found all approach to them very difficult, 
particularly with refpect to the mine he had in 
his eye, for the river was fo low, that in mof 
laces, he could not approach the banks that 

re near It by a mile, and where he found an 

ent, he received a volley of mufket fhot from 
he woods, which killed two of the rowers, and 
ounded fix more of his men, among whom 
as Capt. Ambur fA. 

Capt. Keymis finding the attempt very hazar- 
lous, the paflage being full of thick and impaf- 
ble woods, and thinking that the Englifb, who 
ere jeft on fhore at the Spani/h town, would 
ot be able to defend it, efpecially, if the enemy 
ould be recruited, he gave over the enterprize, 
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and returned to St. Thomas’s, where the Enelis 
plundered the town, and carried away the moj 
valuable part of the treafure: and the enemy 
not daring to appear, in order to ranfom the 
reft, they fet fire to that part of it which wal ar 
ftill unconfumed. | 

Sir Walter, upon the news of his fon’s death, 
and the ill fuccefs of this expedition, which hal 
difappointed him in his hopes, feverely rep 
manded Capt. Keymis, and exclaimed, that he 
had undone him; obferving, that if he had on! 
brought 100 weight of the ore, though with th 


lofs of 100 men, it would not only have givegm ha 
the King fatisfaétion, and have preferved higm foc 
reputation, but have afforded the nation encongl to 
ragement to have returned the next year with @@j ho 


greater force, and to have held the country fag to 
his Majefty, to whom it belonged. he 

Upon this, Keymis retired in difcontent to hf™ To 
cabbin, and foon after a piftol going off, Saifro 
Walter called out to know the occafion, wheal the 
Capt. Keymis anfwered, that it was nothing, bajmir 
a piftol he had let off, on account of its beingithe 
long charged: but in about an hour after, Mage 
boy found him lying dead, weltring in blogg [ 
witha piftol and long knifelying near him, « 
upon examination it appeared, that he hade 
deavoured firft to fhoot himfelf, bat the but 
being fmall, had only cracked one of his nt 
fo that effeCtually to put an end to his Iife, 
had thruft the knife through his left pap. was 

Sir Walter now called a council of his office A 
who were of opinion, that they ought to retitrue 
t@ Newfoundland, in order to refit and takeMSpan 
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yefrefhmentss but many of his men mutinying 
on the way, he fent them home directly to Eng- 

On his arrival at Newfoundland, creat difturb- 
ances arofe-on board his own fhip, which being 
unable to quell, he joined with the ftronger party, 
who, againft his own inclinations, declared for 
returning to England. 

Sir Walter Raleigh arrived at Plymouth about 
the end of Fz/y,: when he found the King had 
publifhed a proclamation, requiring him and his 
people to appear before the Privy-council. for 
having burnt the town of S¢. Thomas. He was 
foon after arrefted, and on his being brought 
ong t0 Lozdon, was committed prifoner to his own 
th@™ houfe, but endeavouring to elfcape from thence, 
to a veffel which waited for him at Gravefend, 
he was ferzed near Greenwich,. carried to the 
Tower, and on the 28th of O@oder 1618, brought 
from thence to the court of King’s-Bench, where 
mathe record of his former fentence being exa- 
mined, he was ordered to the Gate-houfe, and 
jm the next morning beheaded in O/d Palace-yard, 

aged fixty-fix. 7 
Upon this great occafion he behaved like a 
brave man and a Chriftian. He made a nervous 
mand eloquent fpeech in juftification of his con- 
Mcuct, and then feeling the edge of the ax, faid 
immwith a fmile, ** # is a Jfoarp medicine, but a 

" found cure for all-woes.’? After which his head 
was ftruck off at two blows. | bares 
office §=All Ewrope were attonifhed at the injuftice and 
o retmcruelty of this proceeding; but Gondamor, the 
takelSpani/> Embaflador, thirfted for his blood, on 
aG- 
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of account of his having been the fcourge of Sgain, 
qt during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and ing 
5 James durft not refufe him the life of a man, wha 


as a foldier, a icholar, and a ftatefman, was the 

greateft ornament to his country. That mean 
i {pirited Prince to his eternal infamy, foon afte 
| ordered Cottington, one of the Refidents of Spain 
A to inform the Spanif> court, how. able a ma 

| Sir Walter Raleigh was, and yet to give them 
content, he had not {pared him, though by pre 
ferving him, he would have given great fatis 
fagétion to his fubjeéts, and had at his command 
ap upon all occafions, as ufeful a man as ferved any 
a Prince’in Chniftendom. 
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CHAP. .YX. 


The Voyages of Capt. Gofnold, Capt. Pringe, Capt, 
Gilbert, and Capt. Weymouth, to the Cour 
tries then called Virginia. 


N the year 1602, the Virginia company fitted 

& out a veffel for that country, under the con- 

mand of Capt. Bartholomew Gofuold, who failed 
from Falmouth on the 26th of March, with only 

32 perfons on board, and on the 11th of May at 

rived among the iflands, which from the north 

fide of Maffachufet’s Bay in New England, where 

finding no conveniencies for forming a fettlement, 

he entered what is now called Plymouth Bay, andi 

afterwards went on fhore in a {mall but uninha-jF 


bited ifle, which he called E/ixabeth’s I/land, ant 
a on 


on another, which he named Martha’s Vineyard. 
Here fome of his company fowed Englifh corny 
and faw it come up very kindly. On El:izaberh’s 
Wandhe ere€&ted a fort for his own fecurity, that 
he might.trade from thence with the neigh+ 
bouring Jndzans, to whonr the Europeass feemed 
tobe no ftrangers. For the Commander of the 
firft body that came for the fake of trade, after 
the fizns of peace being given on both fides, 
made a long fpeech, and then boldly came on 
board the fhip; but what was moft extraordinary, 
he was. drefied in a waificoat, a hat, breeches, 
thoes and ftockings, but his attendants had only 
fer {kins about their fhoulders, and feals {kins 
about their wants. Their hair was very long, 
and tied up with a knot behind, and though 
hey were painted all over, the natural fwarthi- 
vfs of their complexions was eafily difcerned. 

On the north-weft fide of Elizabeth's Ifland, 
apt. ave Captain found a lake of frefh water about a 
uae Mage In Circumference, very near the fea, and 
» the middie of it was a fmall ifland, which 
contained about an acre, and this they pitched 
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ttedfmepon as the moft commodious place for build- 
om-Meng the above fort. Jn this lake they found an 
sled fefnite number of turtle, with feveral forts of 


only and fowl, whence thofe who propofed to fet- 
yam there, had the agreeable profpect of being 
orthit nO want of provifions. On their vifiting the 


atinent near Elizaberh’s Ifand, they found the 
ountry extremely delightful, and abounding in 
adows, brooks and rivers. They had alfo 
‘meme Communication with the Jndians of the main 
Md, for they traded with them for European 
| commodities, 
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94 The Difcoveries of th ENGLISH 
commodities, and gave in exchange for knit 
and toys, beavers, martins, otters, foxes 2 
rabbits, together with feals and deer-fkins. _ 
The affairs of the plantation might have gor 
on very profperoufly, had all the planters bee 
unanimous, but they were folely intent upo 
their private interefts, and upon making a pre 
fitable voyage. ..The Captain having in vaia 
endeavoured to perfuade fome of them. to fy 
an the fort, took-in a large cargo of. faflafra, 
cedar, furs, €%e.-and leaving. the Ifland:on th 
28th of Fuae, arrived at Plymounth on the 23d¢ 

July following... . 3 
At the time of the Queen’s deceafe,.:a defig 
was on foot for profecuting the difcoveries an 
trade to North America, in which were concernd 
feyeral of the gentlemen and merchants of 3n 
ffol, among whom was the Rev. Mr. .Aacilu 
Prebendary of the cathedral of that city, wh 
was chofen to apply in behalf of -himfelf and i 
reft of the perfons concemmed; ‘to Sir Walter ke 
high, who was ftilt confidered as the propriet 
ot Virgixia, in order to procure his licence 4 
that trade, and upon his application, Sir Wai 
not only granted them a licence under his ha 
and feal, but generoully made over to thet 
all the profits that fhould arife from the voyag 
Being thus impowered, they raifed the jo 
fiock af 10001. and fitted out two {mall vefld 
the Speedwell of 50 tons burden, commanded 
Matthew Pringe, with 30 men and boys, 4 
the Difcoverer, a bark of 26 tons, commané 
by Mr. William Brown, who had under | 
@ mate and eleven men and boys, They wi 
: victuals 
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in AMERICA. 
yiduatled for eight months and had a large 
ergo on board of the goods thought moft pro- 
er for that country. 

Thefe veffels failed from Brifglon the zoth of 
March 4603, but were obliged by contrary winds, 
to put into. Milford-Haven, where they con- 
tinued trl the aoth of 4pril following, when 
they proceeded on their voyage, and without 
ay remarkable accident, arriyedon the coaft of 
North America in the latitude of 43°, whence 
they failed fouth-wef in fearch'of that part of 
the country, which had been viltted by Capt. 
Cofuold. - : 

They at length found in the Jatitude of 41°. 
and fome few minutes, a very convenient bay, to 
which they gave the name of Whit/on’s Bay, in 
honour of Mr. ‘Jobs Whitfon, wha was then 
Mayor of Briffol, Here they landed, and cut a 
good quantity of fafiafras, which they carried on 
board ; but firft to prevent their being furprized 
inthe woods by the natives while they were at 
work, they ereéted a {mall fort or redoubt, in 
which they left their effets under a guard of 
about four or five men. ) : 

» Forty or fifty, and fometimes an hundred of 
the Indians, frequently came in a company to 
trade with the Exg/i/>, with whom they eat and 
drank, and were very merry, and once on their 
obferving an Exglifp lad playing upon a guittar, 
they got round about him, and taking hold of 
each other’s hands, danced zo or 30 in a ring, 
after the American manner, ‘The feamen ob- 
ferving, that the natives were more afraid of 
two maitiffs they had with them, than of 20 

men, 
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men, whenever they wanted to get rid of their 
company, had the brutality to let loofe one of 
the maitiffs, at which the natives ran fhrieking 
into the woods. This Hl treatment, and the 
erecting a fortification in the country, probably 
made the /ndians look upon the Engdifo as their 
enemies: for foon after a party of them-came 
and furrounded the fort, when moft of the Ey. 
lifh were abfent, and would probably have taken 
rt, af Capt. Pringe had not fired two puns, 
which alarmed the workmen in the woods, who 
immediately returned to its relief. 

The Indians indeed pretended that they had 
no hoftile intentions, but the Eng/:/h did not care 
to truft them afterwards,. and the day befor 
they embarked, the natives came in grea 
numbers, and fet fire to the woods where they 
had cut their Saffafras, which was probably to 
Jet the Englifh know, that they would prelerve 
nothing in their country, that could invite fach 
guefts to vifit them again. 

About the middle of Zune, they had compkted 
the freight of their bark, and having fent 
to England, made all the difpatch they could 
loading their own veffel with a valuable carg 
of tkins and furs, which they had before px 
cured of the Indians, in exchange for the com 
modities, they had broughe with them. 

Thefe Indians much refembled thofe mention 
ed by Capt. Go/nold, and among the other cv 
riofities, the Engl found in the country, 
took one ef the boats ufed by the inhabitan 
made of the bark of a birch-tree, fewed t 
gether with twigs, the feams of which were 
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covered with rofin or turpentine, and though this 
boat was 17 feet long, four broad, and capable 
of carrying nine perfons, it did not weigh 60 
pounds. Thefe boats were rowed with oars re- 
fembling out bakers’ peals, by the help of which 
they went at a great rate. 

Capt. Pringe having quitted the coaft of Vir- 
ginta On the gth of Augu/?, failed to England, 
and on the 2d of Oober entered King’s Road, 
where he had the fatisfaction of finding, that the 
bark was fafely arrived a fortnight before. 

In the fame year, another attempt was made 
pon the fame account by Capt. Bartholomew 
Gilbert, who had been the year before at Vir- 
ynia with Captain Gofaold. ‘This gentleman 
ailed from Plymouth on the 1othof May, in the 
Elizabeth, a bark of 50 tons burden, and in his 
aflage touched at S+. Lucia, Dominica, and Ne- 

s where he traded, and at the laft of thefe 
laces, Cut about twenty tons of lignum vite. 

On the 3d of Fuly he failed from thence for 

ecoaft of Virginia and in particular for Che/e- 

ak bay, where he was very defirous of obtain- 
ig {ome intelligence of the manners and difpo- 
ons of the people. 

He arrived on the 25th near the mouth of 

at harbour; but the wind blew fo hard, and 

ne fea ran fo high, that he could not enter it, 

d therefore, after beating about two or three 

ys, was Obliged to fteer more to the eaftward. 

On the zgth, being not far from the fhore, 

¢ Captain with four of his beft men landed ia 

fr boat, and: being provided with arms, 


¢ COmoceeded fome way up the country ; but in their 
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march being attacked and overpowered by the 
inhabitants, they were all killed ; and it wa 
not without fome difficulty, that the beat, with 
two young men who were left in her, returned 
to the fhip with this melancholy news. 
There being now in all but eleven men and 
boys in the fhip, they were afraid to venture the 
lofs of any more of their fmall company; and 
their provifions growing fhort, Henry Shute the 
Mafter, who had taken: the command, refolved, 


though they were in extreme want of wood and bi 
water, to return homewards, which they dda ™ 
and arrived fafely in the river of Tames about iy": 
the end of S+ptember. ea 
The bufinefs of fettling and planting the nor.gi °° 
thern continent of America being now laid opengm 
by the attainder of Sir Walter Raleigh, on the i- 
diculous pretence of a very improbable plot, and bo 
thofe who had been concerned in the laft voy- de 
ages, not only giving a favourable account of thc 
the country, but obtaining very confiderable fro 
profits, feveral perfons of diftinction were deter hr. 
mined to promote thefe difcoveries; and in pat ul 
ticular, Henry Wriothefly Earl of Southampton of 
and Thomas Lord Arundel of Wardour, relolve im: 
to fit out a fhip fer that expedition, 
This veffel, which was called the Archangt *s 
and was commanded by Capt. George Weymoulgg 
failed from Dartmouth on the 31ft of Mard trif 
1605, and met with nothing of confequenc a 
till they imagined, that they were near the cou "¢' 
of Virginia, when the winds carrying them toti ho 
northward into the latitude of 41°. 30’. and th om 
wood and water beginning to grow fhort, tha" 
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became very defirous of feeing land, which their 
charts gave them reafon to expect. They there- 
fore bore dire€tly in withit; but found none in 
jie a ron of almoft 50 leagues, However, after 
“BB much expectation, they obtained fight of an 
qf ifland that was very woody along the fhore. 
It abounded in fruit, and vaft numbers of fowls ; 
fm the fea afforded plenty of fith, while large 
ee reams of frefh water ran down the cliffs. 

jf This was the eaftern partof what is now called 
J Ling [fland, from thence they.could difcern a great 
de many other iflands, and the:main land {ftretch- 
ing from the weft-fouth-wef to the eaft north- 
eat; they vifited feveral of the iflands near the 
continent, and found them very full of timber, 
and fruit-trees of various forts... 

_ Among thefe iflands they met with an har. 
bour in which fhips of any burden might lie 
defended from all winds, from fix to ten fa- 
thom water, and this they call Pentecof? harbour 
from its being difcovered about Whit/untide. The 
fr-trees which grew in great numbers on the 
lands, yielded excellent turpentine, and many 
of the fhells they found about the rocks, afforded 
{mall pearls, . 

While they lay here, the natives from the con- 
tinent came to trade with them for fkins and 
furs, in exchange for knives, beads, and fuch 
trifles, very readily giving the value of ten or 
twelve pounds in their goods, for fuch Exglifb 
hard-ware, as was not worth above five fhillings. 

Their bows, arrows, and canoes, were like 
thofe of the other Indians on the coaft. The 
heads of their tobacco pipes were fometimes 
K 2 made 
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made of clay, and fometimes were only the clay 
of a lobfter; but they were all fufficient to hold 
as much as ten or twelve of ours, 

The moft extraordinary difcovery made in 
this voyage, was that of a river, which was 
efteemed by thofe who found it, the moft bean. 
tifulin America, They failed feveral leagues up 
it with their fhip, and found it of a confiderable 
breadth for 40 miles together, it being in mof 
places a mile broad, in fome three quarters, but 
never lefs than half a mile. It flows fixteen or 
eighteen feet, and is fix or ten fathom deep at 
Jow water. On both fides there are at a {mall 
diftance from each other, many fine coves, fome 
of which are able to contain above 100 fail, 
where tne ground is foft ooze with a tough clay 
underneath for anchorage. Nature has alfo 
formed feveral convenient places like docks, in 
which fhips of ali burdens might be graved and 
careened. The neighbouring land treads along 
on both fides in a fmooth line, and inftead of 
rocks and cliffs, is bordered with grafs, and tall 
trees of different forts. 

After they had remained here about fix weeks, 
and during all that time carried on a very prof- 
table trade with the natives, they thought of 
returning to Exgland; with which they fet 
fail on the 16th of Fune, and arrived that day 
month in fight of the Land’s End. 
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Mtents granted by King James |. for ereing 

two Virginia Companies. The London Com- 

pany fit out a Squadron under the Command of 
BE Capt. Newport, who fettles a Colony in a Penin- 
BB ofula in Pouhatan, or James’s River, and calls 
» Me the Place James’s Town. The various Acci- 
| We dents that befel this Colony, till they defert the 
e fe Place, and embark for England ; when being met 
| fy Thomas Weft Lord Delawar, be carries 
them back, refettles them, and effeually fecures 
this valuable country to the Crown of Great 
Britain. 4 Defcription of the Climate, Sail, 


1d We Bea/ts, Birds, Fifbes, Trees, and Plants of Vir- 
Me ginias particularly of Maixe or Indian Cory, 
of a and the Manner of cultivating Tobacco. With 


an Account of the prefent State and Government 
of that valuable Province. 


vf. HE above profperous voyage inducing 
of many perfons of rank and fortune to with 
fet (Ps trade thoroughly eftablifhed, they applied 
)the crown, for fuch legal authorities as were 
ceflary, and two Companies were formed for 
ting this large tract of land, which was at 
is time divided into north and fouth Virginia. 
ne of thefe companies confifted of the adven- 
ers Of the city of Lenzdon, who were defirous 
fixing a plantation between 34 41°. of 
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north latitude, and the other of thofe of the ¢. 
ties of Briffol, Exeter, and the town of Plymoy}, 
who wanted to fettle in between 38 and 4: 
Each of thefe companies obtained letters pateng 
in which it was provided, that the above refpe, 
tive colonies, fhould not plant within 100 mil 
of each other. That they fhould poffefs x 
hundred miles of the eountry to the weftwar 
within the land; fifty miles either way along th 
coaft, from the feat of their firft fettlement, anj 
all the iflands oppofite to the coaft for the fpa 
of 100 miles at fea. They were impoweredt 
dig mines In and beyond their refpective limit 
to the weftward, paying the crown a fifth of 4 
the gold and copper ore, they fhould obtan 
they were likewife impowered to feize all th 
fhips that fhould trade within their refpetir 
limits ; and evento coin money, and raife fore 
for their defence. | 

Thefe two companies no fooner received th 
extenfive authority from the crown, than th 
began in earneft to provide for making fett 
ments within the bounds, prefcribed by th 
refpective grants. With this view, the Lom 
company fitted out three veflels, one of 100 
another of 40, and a pinnace of zo; on board 
which were 1ro landmen, with every things 
ceflary for fettling a colony. The commant 
this {mall fquadron, was given to Capt. Chri 
pher Newport, but the orders relating to thes 
vernment of the colony, and the name oft 
council who were to be intrufted with theadi 
piftration of it when fettled, were delivered 
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them in a box fealed up, which was not to be 
opened till they were on fhore. 

This fquadron fatled from London on the 20th 
of December, 8606, took in ‘water and other 
neceflaries at the Canaries, and proceeded to the 
Caribbee iflands, where they arrived on the 23d 
of February, and ftaid among them, but chiefly 
at the ifland of Nevis, about five weeks. On 
the 3d of April they failed for Virginia, and on 
the 26th of the fame month, landed at the fouth- 
ern cape of Chefepeak bay, where they built a 
fort, which they called Cape and Fort Henry, 
and to the northern cape, gave the name of Cape 
Charles, in honour of the two Princes; butthe 
river Powhatan, they called Fames’s river, in 
honour of the King. 

This river they completely fearched, before 
they would come to any refolution about form- 
ing a fettlement, and then, by unanimous con- 
fent, they pitched upon a peninfula about so 
miles up the river, which, befides the goodnefs 
of the foil. was efteemed moft capable of being 
made a place of trade and fecurity, two thirds 
of it being furrounded by the main river, which 
all along affords good anchorage; and the other 
third by a fmall river, able to receive veflels of 
too tons burden, till it comes within thirty 
yards of the great river, where it generally over- 
fows in fpring tides; on which account, this 
peninfula obtained the name of an IJffand, and 
both the town and the river received theirname 
from King ames. The whole ifland thus in- 
clofed, contains about 2006 acres, befides many 
thoufands of very good marfh-lands, with as fine 

pafurage 
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pafturage as anyin thecountry. The narrow paf- 
fage rendered this place very fecure from bei 
attacked by the enemy, and, to add to its 
ftrength, they here built caftles and a fort. This 
was the firft Exglifp plantation that fucceeded, 
The firft bufinefs the colony entered upon, 
after their landing was opening their orders, 
when they found that feven gentlemen were ap. 
pointed their council, one of whom was Capt. 
Smith, on whofe fkill and experience, the com. 
pany in England feemed to rely more than upon 
any of the reft; but the other gentlemen had {uch 
a diflike to him, that they had confined him pri- 
foner ever fince they left England, and now ex- 
cluded him from the council; but afterwards the 
planters themfelyes, after they had by their per. 
petual jars almoft ruined the company’s affairs, 
were obliged, nor only to admit him into the 
council, but in a manner,to refign the admini- 
ftration into his hands. 

The fhips having ftaid five or fix weeks be- 
fore the intended new town, Capt. Newport de- 
parted with them for Eagland, leaving upwards 
of 100 men fettled in the above form of govern: 
ment; but the fhips were no fooner gone, than 
the fame feuds and diforders broke out again 
with freth violence. However, in the mid of 
thefe feuds, they fell to planting, fowing, building 
and fortifying. They alfo carried ona very ad- 
vantageous trade with the natives, of which they 
might have made much greater profit, and have 
managed it more to the fatisfaction of the J- 
dians, if they had been under any rule, and not 


no} 
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ot only leffened their own profit, but created 
ealoufies and difturbances among the Indians, 
py letting one have a better bargain than another, 
by which means thofe who had -been hardeft 
lealt with, thought themfelves cheated and 
bufed, whence they conceived an averfion to 
he Englifo in general, and even made it a na- 
jonal quarrel, ‘This feems to have been the 
riginal caufe of moit of the vexations the Exg- 
ih received from the J/udians: However, the 
omer fubfifted chiefly by the help of their pro- 
ions, till the return of the fhips. 
But now an object drew their eyes and thoughts 
ot only from trade, but from taking the necef- 
ary care of their prefervation: They found in 
he ithmus. of the peninfula on which Famcs’s 
own was built, a {pring of water that flowed 
om a {mall bank, and wafhed down with it, a 
ellow fort of duft-ifinglafs, which lay fhining at 
ebottom, and filled their minds with an in{a- 
able defire of riches; for, taking this to be 
ld, they were fo ftupid as to neglect, both the 
eceflary defence of their lives from the attacks 
f the Indians, and the fupport of their bodies 
y procuring provifions ; abfolutely relying upon 
e power of gold; thinking that where this 
jas in plenty, nothing elfe could be wanting ; 
d thus infatuated with the hopes of obtaining 
lountains of wealth, they defpifed the mines of 
tru and Mexico, in comparifon of their own in- 
imable ftream. They, however, foon grew in 
me meafure fenfible of their error ; for by their 
gligence, they were reduced to great f{carcity 
provifions, and the little they had was loft 


by 
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by the burning of the town, while all hay 
were employed about this imaginary treafor 
{fo that they were obliged to live upon fruit,crahy 
and mufcles, without having a day’s provifi 
before hand. By this neglect many of them al 
became a prey to the Jndians, while the ref n 
daring to venture abioad, were ah te be com 
tented with what they could 

They were in this miferable epdiaien when 
fhip arrived the next year, freighted with m 
and provifions for the fupply of the plantatic 
and as they neither thought nor {poke of a 
thing but gold, they put on board this veflel: 
the yellow fand they had gathered, with t 
fkins and furs, for w hich they had bartered wit 
the Indians, and then fent her away. Soon afte 
another fhip arrived, filled with fupplies, » 
they alfo {towed her with this imaginary gol 
duit, and filled her wp with cedar, and cla 
board. 

However, being at length perfuaded, 
they might apply themfelves to other labo 
more neceffary than collecting yellow fand, whi 
if ever fo valuable, would be always in th 
power, if they did but take care to fortify the 
felves effetually, they began to do this in earn 
and by the good management of Capt Sm 
made feveral difcoveries in James River and Ci 
peak Bay, and in the year 1608, they fit § 
thered Jzdian corn of their own planting. | 
unhappily Capt. Smith going to make difcove 
up the country, was attacked by 300 of the 
dians, under the command of one of their chit 
who flew all his mgn, and taking him prifo 

Carl 
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gried him to Powhatan, their principal Sove- 
eign, who would have put him to death, had 
tnot been for the interceffion of his daughter 
Pacabunta: however, Capt. Smith being after- 
wards releafed, returned to Yames Town, when 
he Prefident of the council refigning his office, 
ye was unanimoufly defired to accept of it. 

While Capt. Szith was employed in making 
he above difcoveries, things ran again into con- 
ufion in ames Town; and feveral uneafy peo- 
le taking advantage of his abfence, attempted 
odefert the fettlement, and to run away with a 
mall veffel that was left to attend it; for 
apt. Smith was the only man among them who 
ould manage difcoveries with fuccefs, or kept 
ie people in any order; they, however, now 
ade two other fettlements, one at Naz/amona 

James River, above 30 miles below ‘ames 
lewn, and the other at Pawhatan, fix miles be- 
w the falls of the river, which laft was bought 
f Powhatan, for a certain quantity of copper; 
ch fettlement confifting of 120 men; and foon 
ter they made a fourth fettlement near the 
jouth of Fames River. 

Two thirds of the adventurers coming over 
ith a view of having every thing provided to 
ir hands, were fubfifted by the labour of the 

her induftrious third, till Capt. Smir5 compelled 
tem all to take a fhare in the work, which be- 
ig done, a fufficient quantity of ground was 
on planted to fubfift the colony in plenty, 
hen by moderate exercife and good food, they 
ere not only reftored to health, but became in 
very flourifhing condition; and being now no 


longer 
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longer under the necefflity of procuring foo 
from the Indians by violence, they lived anj 
traded together very amicably, and Poubaiy 
fuffered them to make feveral other fettlemeny 
in the country. 

Bat when their affairs were in this profperoy 
fituation, the arrival of fix or feven fhips fiom 
England, with a large fupply of ammunition 
and provifions, and between 3 and 400 planter, 
threw the whole colony into confufion, whith 
being made known to the company in Englaui, 
they obtained a new patent from King ‘fama, 
which impowered them to appoint a Governor, 
and they prevailed on the Lord Delawar to x. 
cept of that office. Whereupon that noblema 
made Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Summers, ant 
Capt. Newfort his deputies, till his arrival, and 
thefe gentlemen fet fail from England with nine 
fhips and 500 men, in May, 1609. 

Thefe three Deputies being embarked in one 
fhip, were unfortunately caft away on the Berm. 
das iflands, which were then uninhabited; but 
they and all the crew efcaped on fhore, where 
they found plenty of provifions, and took pol: 
feffion of thofe iflands for the crown of England, 
fince which time they have been called the Sum 
mer Iftands, from Sir George Summers. 

In the mean time the reft of the fleet arrived 
fafe in Chefepeak Bay, where Capt. Swith was 
ftill the Prefident, but both the old and new, 
planters declared, that they were not obliged 
obey him, as another commiffion had been grant 
ed, which had fuperceded his. Capt. Smith 
however, kept them in fome order, while he : 

maine 
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sined among them: but having the misfor- 
ne to be accidentally wounded by the explo- 
ion of fome gunpowder, it was found abfolutely 
eceflary for him to return to England with the 
eflels that failed foon after. But he was no 
poner on board, than every thing fell into the 
tmoft confufion ; all bufinefs was neglected, and 
ie people living profufely upon what was con- 
ained in the magazines, were quickly reduced. 
»want, which no fooner happened, than they 
ambled about without order through the coun- 
ty, plundering the natives of their provifions, 
hile they attacking them in their own defence, 
ut off great numbers of them. 

They were in this fituation when the Deputy 
overnors arrived in two floops, which they had 
milt in the Bermudas, and thofe gentlemen had 
e mortification to fee, that the vices of thefe 
nen, together with ficknefs and famine, had 
educed them from upwards of 4coto lefs than 
0. Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George Summers 
ndeavoured all in their power to remove their 
neafinefs, and to reduce them once more to or- 
ler; but it was allin vain, for the people fhew- 
ng theirempty warehoufes, their ruined fettle- 
nents, and the number of their fick, obliged 
em toconfent to their embarking for England, 


sthe only means of faving thofe who were 
ft. was 


But juft as they were failing out of Chefepeak 
lay, they were met by a fhip in which was their 
ew Governor, the Lord De/awar, who obliged 

em to go back to James Town, inorder to re- 
ait their houfes and forts, and they had no 

Vou. IV. L fooner 
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fooner returned on fhore, than his Lordhhip § 
before them, jn a free and plain difcourfe, th 
folly and madnefs of their proceedings $ reproy 
ing them for their divifions, idlenefs, and; 
conduct, which had occafioned their misfy 
tunes; advifing them to reform, or he hoy! 
be compelled to draw the fword of juftice, a 
cut off the delinquents; declaring, howeve 
that he had much rather draw his own {word; 
their defence, telling them for their encourag 
ment, that he had brought them fuch plenty: 
provifions, that there would be no danger 9 
wanting for the future, if they were not wa 
ing to themfelves. He then proceeded to co 
ftitute a council, and afterwards to furnih th 
people with flefh, for though there were nolef 
than 5s or 600 hogs in the plantation, whe 
Capt. Swith went to England, there was nots 
this time one left alive, for they had been eithe 
eaten by the colony, or deftroyed by the Judia 
who had likewife driven all the deer and oth 
game out of the country, and the Exglif w 
{o ill provided with nets, that though there w 
plenty of fith in the rivers, they knew not ho 
to take them. 

_ The company had fent over a fupply of cloatl 
ing, bifcuit, flower, beer and other liquors, bi 
taking it for granted, that there were hog 


venifon, fowl and fifth enough in the county. 


had fent nocattle. Upon which Sir George Su 
mers was difpatched to Bermudas to bring ov 
live hogs from thence, for he had found plea 
of them in that ifland, when he was caft aw 


ypon it. The Governor alfo employed — 
| ing 


in AMERICA. ae 


hing, but the nets and tackle being fo bad, that. 
hey had no fuccefs ; he endeavoured to fettle a 
orrefpondence with Powhatan, and other of the 
ndian Chiefs, in order to purchafe flefh of them 
ot Englifo goods, and in fome of thefe negott- 
tions he fucceeded, particularly with the King 
f Patomack, one of the moft powerful of the 
nian Chiefs. But thongh Powhatan had al- 
ady promifed to acknowledge the King of Eng- 
ind for his Sovereign, and had on that account 
ceived prefents of confiderable value, he was 
»exafperated at the Augli/fb, that he would re- 
wn no other anfwer, than that he deftred them 
0 depart the country, or confine themfelves 
ithin the limits of Fames-Town-Ifland, and not 
ontinue ranging through his dominions, witha 
iw, as he fuppofed, of fubduing them ; 
reatening to give orders for their being cut off, 
f ever they went beyond their limits. He alfo 
ommanded the meffengers fent by his Lordfhip , 
ot to fee his face again, unlefs they brought 
lm a coach and fix horfes; for he had been in- 
ormed by fome Indians who had been in Ezg- 
land, that all perfons of diftinction rode in thofe 
ehicles. 

The Lord Delawar, exafperated at this an- 
wer, had an Jvdian taken prifoner, whofe right 
ind he caufed to be cut off, and in this con- 
ition fenthim to Powhatan, with orders to tell 
im, that he would fend him all his fubjeéts in 
hat manner, and burn all the corn in the coun- 
ty, which was then ripe, if he did not for the 
future forbear all aéts of hoftility. ‘This inftance 
Mf barbarity had its effect, and the colony lived 


1.2 for 


z ig gt. , 
a er Se 
ae are ae Sy 


112 The Difcoveries of the ENGLISH 


for fome time in peace and plenty, making frel 
difcoveries, and forming new alliances withth 
Indian Princes. 

Mean while Sir Thomas Gates was fent to En, 
land to give an account of the ftate of the 
lony; when the fhips being freighted hom 
with cedar, black walnut, and iron ore, thef 
returns appeared fo inconfiderable, that th 
Company were in fome fufpence, whether th 
fhould not fend for the Lord Delawar and th 
colony home; but Sir T4omas Gates told then 
that if they would fend over men, who kne 
how to make pitch and tar, and plant flax an 
hemp, they might furnifh England withd 
kinds of naval ftores. That as the countrys 
bounded in mulberry-trees, they might eail 
fet up a manufactory of filk; that the foil wa 
exceeding fertile, producing corn, grafs, grap 
and a variety of other fruits; that European ca 
tle and corn multiplied prodigioufly, and th 
their colony would never want fifth and fow 
was it provided with boats, nets and engine 
which would enable the Exg/i to fupport them 
felves. 

This reprefentation made the Patentees am 
folve to proceed with alacrity in improving thi 
plantation, in which refolution they were cot 
firmed by the Lord Delawar, who having k 
the honourable Mr. Percy as his deputy, return 
to England for the recovery of his health. 

While the Lord De/awar was in England, | 
deputy brought about a peaceable correfpomm 
dence with the natives, which at laft advance 
fo far, that feveral intermarriages took plac F 
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and among thefe, the Indian Princefs Pacabunta, 
who had faved Capt. Smirh’s life, efpoufed Mr. 
join Rolf, an Englifo gentleman, whofe pofte- 
rity ftill enjoys the lands defcended to them from 
this lady. 

The fituation of Virginia is remarkably happy 
and convenient, it having the river Potowmac, 
which feparates it from Maryland on the north- 
eat; the Atlantic ocean on the eaft; the pro- 
vince of Carolina on the fouth, and the 4pala- 
chian mountains, which feparate it from Florida, 
on the weft. It is in between 36 and 39° north 
latitude, and between 74 and 80° welt longi- 
tude; extending about 240 miles in length from 
north to fouth, and about 120 miles in breadth 
from eaft to weft. ‘The winter is dry and clear, 
and though the fnow falls in great quantities, it 
fldom lies above a day or two; the frofts in- 
deed are quick and fharp, but they feldom laft 
ong. Their fpring is fomewhat earlier than 
urs. In April they have frequent rains: May 
and une are very pleafant months, the heat be- 
ing greatly tempered by cooling breezes; but 
uly and Auguf are fultry hot; the air growing 
jaa manner ftagnant, which produces dreadful 
hunder and lightning; and in Septeméer there 
alls prodigious fhowers of rain, at which time 
he inhabitants are moft fickly. It ought how- 
wer to be obferved, that in this, and indeed in 
ll our colonies, the climate daily grows better, 
nd thefe thunder feafons lefs violent, which 
le inhabitants very juftly afcribe to the clear- 
ng of the country, and cutting down the woods, 
i this gives the air a free paflage. 


3 The 
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The foil is generally low towards the fea-coaf, 
and for an hundred miles up into the county 
there is hardly a hill or ftone to be met with, ex. 
cept fome rocks of iron ore, which appear above 
ground, and fome banks of a kind of petrified 
oyfter-fhells, that are of a prodigious thicknef, 
However, at the water-falls, there are ftonesof 
different kinds, fit for paving and other ufes; 
and towards the hills there are quarries of flat 
and free-ftone. ‘There are alfo a fort of fhining 
pebbles not at all inferior to Kerry-ftones, though 
they are generally fpeaking foft, yet if long ex 
pofed to the air, they are faid to become vey 
hard, and if polifhed are extremely beautifal, 

The bay of Che/epeak runs dire€tly up tam 
country almoft due north for 300 miles. 
the entrance it is about 20 miles broad, « 
fomething more, and it continues navigabh 
much beyond the coaft of Virginia. Into th 
wett fide of this bay fall four great rivers, whi 
rife in the Agany mountains, ail of the 
running from the north-weft to the fouth-eal 
The moft foutherly of thefe is Yames-Riut 
which is generally about two miles over, 4 
navigable at leaft fourfcore miles. A little 
the northward is York-River; and in fon 
places thefe two rivers approach each other 
near, that they are not five miles afunde 
Farther to the northward is the Rever Rapobant 
which in fome places is not ten miles difla 
from York-River, and either of them i: 
broad, or broader, than Yames-River. No 
of Rapohanack is the great.river of Posor 


which in fome places 1s not above nat 
Jie 
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diftant from Rapohanack-River, and in others up- 
wards of fifty. It is navigable above 200 miles, 
and in fome places is nine miles broad, but in 
general does not exceed feven. ‘Though the 
mouth of this laft river, and that of James River, 
ate about 100 miles afunder, the heads of all 
the four rivers rife in the fame hills pretty near 
ach other. , 

There were neither horfes, cows, fheep, nor 
ovs in this country before the coming of the 
inglifo, but they have now plenty of them all. 
They have alfo a fort ef elks, but they are not 
ommon, and plenty of deer. They have like- 
ife hares, fquirrels of feveral kinds, mufk-rats, 
rackoons, wild cats, beavers, foxes, and a 
rt of dogs like wolves; as for reptiles, they 
have lizards, and feveral kinds of fnakes. ‘They 
ave likewife many infects, as mufketos, buggs, 
eed-ticks, &c. 

They have alfo eagles of three or four forts ; 
he firft is the grey eagle, of about the fize of a 
kite; the fecond, the bald eagle, fo called be- 
aufe the upper part of the head and neck is 
overed only with a kind of white down? the 
hird is a black eagle, which refembles thofe ia 

reat-Britain, 'Thefe are very ravenous, and 
loa great deal of mifchief. They have moft 
rts of hawks, and two kinds of owls, both of 
which are very large. The white owl is very 
eautiful, all the feathers of her back and breatt 
being as bright as filver, excepta black {pot im- 
mediately below the throat. They have wild 
irkeys fo large that fome of them weigh 4e 
bounds, ‘Their partridges are imaller than ours, 

but 
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but are as well tafted. ‘They have alfo th 


mocking-bid, which is of two forts, the gre 


and the red. ‘This is efteemed the fineft fing 


ing-bird in the world: and it receives its nam 
from its readily imitating the notes of all ha 
birds it hears They have likewife the hum 


ming bird, which is very fmall, has a long bj 
and very fine feathers. In fhort, they have; 
forts of water-fow], as wild fwans, geefe, duck 
teal, wigeons, gulls, cormorants, herons, bittem 
and curlews; but they all differ in fome refped 
from ours. 

As for fifth, no country has greater plenty 
for, in February, March, April, and May, tho: 
of herrings much bigger than ours come up in 


to the rivers; there is alfo plenty of cod, agi 


ftingrafs, which laft is faid to be peculiar 
this country; it is fo called from its having 
fting in its tail, and 1s efteemed good food. 

their rivers. they have fturgeons, trout, an 
, eg fifh in great plenty, and alfo plaife, flow 


ers, whitings, carp, pike, mullets and perc 


The old-wife, and the fheep’s-head are exce 


lent fifh. Their fhell-fifh are oyfters, crab 


cockies and fhrimps. 
Of thofe that are not commonly eaten, the 
have in the fea, whales, dog-fith, fharks, porpoit 


gar-fifh, and fword-fifh. They have alfo agg 


other fpecies called the toad-fifh, from its {we 
ing monftroufly when taken out of the wate 


and the rock-fith, fome fpecies of which a 
poifonous. The fkip-jack, fo called from 1%, 


fkipping out of the water, 1s tolerable ge 
| 001 


wyyere: 
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vod, as is alfo the tobacco-pipe-fifh, which has 
iis name from being long and flender. 

Few countries are better ftocked with trees, 
afford a greater variety. As to timber, they 
have large oaks, cedars, firs, cyprefs, elm, ath, 
and walnut. They have alfo beech, poplar, 
hazle, €%c. befides faffafras, farfaparilla, and 
many other fweet woods, and fiuch as are ufed 
ndying. They have grapes of feveral kinds, 
various forts of cherries, plumbs from the fize 
of adamfon to that of 3 pear; peaches in fuch 
lenty, that in fome places they feed their hogs 
ith them; quinces in abyndance, and great 
lenty of apples and pears. 

They have all forts of Englifb corn, which 
rive well, and alfo maize or Jndian corn, 
which grows in a great ear as big as the handle 
fa large horfe-whip, haying fram 302 to 709 
rains in one ear, and fometimes one grain pro- 
luces two or three fuch ears. It is of various 
dlours, white, yellow, red, blue, green, and 
lack, and fome fpeckled and ftriped, but the 
yhite and yellow are moft common. The ftalk 
sas thick as an ordinary walking-cane, and 
ows fix or eight feet high, in which is a {weet 
ice whereof a fyrup is fometimes made, and 
fom every joint of the ftalk there grows long 
taves refembling thofe of fedge. This corn is 
lanted in holes or trenches. about five or fix 
tet diftant from each other, the earth is opened 
our inches deep with a plough, and four or five 
rains thrown into each hole or trench at about 
le diftance of a {pan from each other, and then 
overed with earth. ‘They weed the corn from 

| time 
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time to time, and as the ftalks grow high, they 
raife the mould about them in the fame manner 
as the hillocks in an hop-garden. They begin 
to plant in 4pri/, but the chief plantation is in 
May, and they continue to plant till the middle 
of ‘fume: what is planted in April is reaped in 
Auguft; that planted in May is reaped in Se. 
tember, and the laft in Ofodber. 

As the great produce of this country 1s To. 
bacco, and as that of Virginia is confidered a 
the beft in the world, we fhall give a patticular 
account of it. It is certain that the country pro 
duced vaft quantities of this vegetable, before 
any Europeans went thither, and that the ufe of 
it was taught them by the natives; bot the 
manner in which they cultivated it, is now 1 
longer known, fince they buy what they con- 
fume from the Exglifo, and therefore we hhill 
here give their manner of managing this plant, 

The tobacco-feeds are firft fown in beds 
where having remained a month, the plants ate 
in the firft rainy weather tranfplanted, and the 
earth raifed into little hillocks about them; be. 
ing grown near a foot high, they, within the 
{pace of another month, top them and prune of 
all the bottom leaves, leaving only feven ot 
eight on the ftalk, that they may be the better 
fed, after which, thefe leaves in fix weeks time 
come to their full growth. The planters prunt 
off the fuckers, and clear them of the hort 
worm twice a week, which is called, Wormin 
and Suckering, This work lafts three weeks, 4 
a month, by which time, the leaf, from being 
green, begins to turn brownifh and to fpot aml 

thicker, 
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thicken, which is a fign of itsripening. They 
then cut the plants down as faft as they ripen, 

eap them up, and let them lie a night to {weat, 
he next day they carry them to the tobacco- 
houfe, where every plant is hung up at a con- 
venient diftance from each other, for about a 
onth or five weeks; they take them down in 
moift weather, when the leaf gives, or elfe it 
will crumble to duft; they are then laid upon 
icks and covered up clofe in the tobacco-houfe, 
for a week or fortnight to {fweat; and then 
pening the bulk in a wet day, the fervants 
{rip and fort them, the top leaves being the beft 
and the bottom the worit tobacco. ‘The laft 
ork is to pack it in hogfheads, or to bundle it 
up, which is alfo done in a wet feafon; for in 
uring of tobacco, wet feafons are as neceflary 
ys dry, to make the ieaf pliant. 

Befides tobacco, this country alfo produces 
fax, hemp, and cotton, and all kinds of naval 
fores might be produced in Virginia, with great 
ale, and in vaft plenty. 

This colony is now divided into 25 counties, 
Mf which the firft is Fames-County, fituated on 
both fides Fames-River. But there are only 

0 towns in all Virginia. The firft, Fames- 
down, which does not contain above 60 or 80 
loufes, and even the greater part of thefe are 
averns or public-houfes, for the entertainment 
Mf fea-faring people. The fecond is William/- 
lrg, to which the feat of government is now 
ransferred, and yet it does not confift of above 
(0 houfes, the gentlemen of Virginia chufing to 
ve on their plantations, in order to fee how 


their 
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their eftates are managed. The reft of th 
Counties are, Henrico.County, Prince Georg 
Charles County, Surry, Ile of Wight, Nanj 
mond, Norfolk, Princefs Ann, York County, 
Warwick, Elizabeth, New Kent, King Willian, 
King and Queen, Gloucefter, Middlefex, Efex, 
Richmond, Stafford, Weftmoreland, Lancafey, 
Northumberland, Acomack, and Northamptn, 
The number of people in thefe Counties, ree. 
koning the men, women, children, and negroes 
amount to above half a million, of who 
120,000 are freemen, or their wives and chil. 
dren, and above 20,0060 are capable of bearing 
arms. ‘There are ftill many nations of the J» 
dians, but fome of them are very {mall, andi 
is thought that amongit them all, they ca 


{carce raife 700 fighting men. 
The government of Virginia refembles that 


England; for the legiflative authority is lodged 
in the Governor and Affembly. ‘The Governor 
reprefents the King, gives his affent to the Jaws 
and has a negative voice. As Governor, het 
at the head of the civil adminiftration, and bemmr’s 


Is, 


t] 


ing by his commiffion Lieutenant.General, and 
tt) 


-Vice-Admiral, the military and naval power at 
alfo in his hands. 


in AMERICA. 


CHAP. AI. 


The firft Attempts of the Plymouth, or North- 
Virginia Company. A particular Account of 
the Manner in which New-England was /jettled. 
The Tranfactions of the firft colony with the In- 
nian dians, and the furprizing Increafe of the Settle- 
nie ments. Lhe Situation and Climate of New-Eng- 
cfm Jand. The Animals found there, and a minute 
Me de(cription of the Moofe. The Fowls, Fifb, and 
mime Produce of the Soil. The political State of the 
four Colonies, and a foort Defcription of Botton, 
the Capital. 


¥N the laft chapter we have given an hiftory of 
the fettlements made by the London or South- 
irginta Company, and are now to mention the 
woceedings of the Weffern or Plymouth Com- 
any, as they are ftiled by the writers of that 
se. They were for fome years contented with 
rading with the natives of North-Virginia for 
rs, and with fifhing upon that coaft; but at 
ngth two {hips being employed in this fifhery 
the year 1614, commanded by Capt. Fohbn 
ith, and Capt. Thomas Hunt, the former went 
n fhore, took a particular view of the country 
t the Maffachufets, and had fome fkirmifhes 
ith the natives. After which, he ordered 
tuxt to difpofe of his fifhin Spaz, and then re- 
mto England; but Hunt, bafely propofing to 
lake a market of the natives, as well as of their 
, treacheroufly inticed 27 of the Indians on 
ard his fhip, and then {fetting fail with them 
) Malaga, fold them to the Spaniards for flaves, 
the ate of 20/ a man, keeping only an Jn- 

dian 
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dian called Sguanto, who was afterwards of grea 
fervice to the Eagh/. | 

This outrage was fo refented by the. Judian 
that for the prefent all commerce between then 
became impracticable; and though Capt. Do. 
mer was fent to New- England, in the year 1619, 
with Sguanto for his interpreter, in order to con 
clude a peace with the natives, and to fettle, 
colony near Maffachu/ets- Bay, the Indians refuiel 
to be reconciled, and attacking the Engl 
Dormer was wounded, upon which he left Sguau 
on fhore, and proceeded to Virginia, 

The Patentees at laft were fo affected by the 
difcouragements, as to give up all thoughts: 
‘making a fettlement. However, other advent 
yers carried on a trade to New-Exgland, thy 
turned to a very good account; and it is pr 
bable that this commerce might have been cu 
ried on for feveral years in the fame manne 
without any thoughts of planting, had it 
been for a congregation of Browanzffs, or Ind 
pendants, who being periecuted in England, hi 
retired to Holland, and formed themfelves into 
church, under Mr. Fobn Robinfoa, their minilit 


and foon after projected the defign of feeking abe: 


eftablifhment in the new world. Ina order to th 
they, by means of Sir Robert Nanton, obtain 
the confent of King Fames I. for fettling in 
merica; and afterwards, by means of their 
gents in Exgland, contracted with fome m 
chants for a fettlement on the bank of Hadj 
River. 

Thefe merchants were proprietors of ¢ 


country, and agreed to a contract, which : 
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hard upon thofe who were to be the firft fettlers. 
Mr. Robinfon’s congregation, however, fold their 
etates, and made a common bank for a fund 
to carry on this undertaking. They then hired 
a fhip of 180 tonsy which they freighted with 
proper goods and merchandize, and the whole 
company, confifting of about 120 perfons, com- 
ing to England, embarked on board this veflel 
at Southampton. : : 

This fhip failed from Plymouth, on the 6th of 
S:ptember 102i, and fell in with Capé Cod on the 
gth of November, a very improper time of the 
year for beginning to build and plant. Here 
they refrethed themfelves for about half a day, 
and then tacked about to the fouthward for Hud- 
ns Riwer; but Janes, the Matter of the fhips 
aving been bribed by the Durch, who intended 
take poffefiion of thefe parts themfelves, as 
they did fome time after, inftead of putting out 
to fea, entangled them among dangerous fhoals 
and breakers, where meeting with a ftorm, the 
fhip was driven back again to the Cape, on 
hich they put into the harbour, and refolved 
0 attempt a fettlement there; but Cape Cod not 
being within the limits of the land, for which 
they had obtained a grant, they affociated them- 
Iver into a body politic, by a formal inftru- 
nent, wherein having declared themfelves the 
ubjects of the Crown of England, they folemnly 
gaged fubmiffion to the laws, that fhould 


fom time to time be made for the gcod of the 


ountry. 


Having chofen a very commodions place for 
wuding atown, with a very agreeable country 
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about it, they refolved not to trouble thee 
friends about obtaining any farther licence, by 


to rifk their fortunes where providence had caf 


them, and in confequen<e of this refolution weg 
hard to work, in building a town, 1n 42° north 
Jatitude which they named Plhymouth. Th 
planters who agreed to ftay in this place wer 
about 100, including women and childsen, : 
of thefe there were only 19 families; but fa 
were the fatigues endured by this infant colo 
during the firft winter, that 50 perfons outd 
the 100 died within the {pace of two month 
and had the Judians attacked them, they hal 
probably all perifhed. 

They, however, faw none of the natives ti 
the middle of March, when Samo/et, one of ther 
Sagamores, or Captains, came to them in 
friendly manner; welcomed them into tk 
country, and told them, that his people woul 


be glad to trade with them. The next dy 


coming to them again with other Jnaians, | 
informed the Englif>, that Maffaffeiet, the 
great Sachem, had his refidence three da 
march to the northward, and intended them 
vilit. Accordingly, Maffaffoiet arrived on ti 
22d of March, with a retinue of 60 people, a 
being received by Captain Standifo, at the he 
of a file of muiqueteers, was condutted to 
kind of throne, prepared jn one of the houfe 
He was of a large itature, was middle-agel 
had a grave countenance, and was {paring 
his fpeech. His face was painted red, al 
both his head and face were {meared over wi 
oil, He had a deer-fkin mantle; his breech 
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about it, they refolved not to trouble the 
friends about obtaining any farther licence, by 
to rifk their fortunes where providence had caf 
them, andin confequence of this refolution wer 
hard to work, in building a town, in 42° north 
Jatitude which they named P/mouth. Te 
planters who agreed to ftay in this place wer 
about 100, including women and childven, an 
of thefe there were only 19 families; but f 
were the fatigues endured by this infant colon 
during the firft winter, that so perfons outd 
the 100 died within the {pace of two month 
and had the Judians attacked them, they hal 
probably all perifhed. 

They, however, faw none of the nattves tif 
the middle of March, when Samo/et, one of ther 
“Sagamores, or Captains, came to them in 
friendly manner; welcomed them into th 
country, and told them, that his people woul 
be glad to trade with them. The next dy 
coming to them again with other Jnaiam, | 
informed the Englifh, that Mafaféier, the 
great Sachem, had his refidence three da 
march to the northward, and intended re 
vifit. Accordingly, Mafafoiet arrived ont 
22d of March, with a retinue of 60 people, a 
being received by Captain Standifo, at the he 
of a file of mufqueteers, was conducted to 
kind of throne, prepared jn one of the houla 
He was of a large tiature, was middle-aged 
had a grave countenance, and was {paring } 
his fpeech. His face was painted red, a 
both his head and face were {meared over W! 
oil, He had a deer-fkin mantle; his breech 
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and ftockings, which were of a piece, were of 
the fame materials, and his arms were covered 
with wild cats fkins. His knife hung by a 
fring at his breaft, and his tobacco-pouch be- 
hind. His principal attendants were drefled im 
the fame garb, and there appeared no marks of 
ditinction between this Prince and his fubjects, 
unlefs it were a chain of fith-hones, which Maf 


ufoiet wore about his neck, This Chief had 


not been long feated when Mr. Carver, the Go- 
vernor, Came in with a guard of mufqueteers, 
whereupon Maffafforet rofe up and kiffed him, 
after which they both fat down, and an enter- 
tunment was provided by the Engk/h, of which, 
no part appeared more acceptable than the 
randy, the Sachem himfelf drinking very plen- 
ifully of it. 

In Maffafforer’s retinue was Sguante, who had 
been carried to England by Hunt, and brought 
ack again into the country. ‘This Indian had, 
t feems, a very great aftecuon for the Englif, 
among whom he had lived feveral years, and 
rom his favourable reprefentation of the co- 
oy, the Sachem was induced to make them 
his friendly vifit. At this firft meeting he en- 
red into an offenfive and defenfive alliance 
iththe Englifb, acknowledged King James for 
ls fovereign, and as an evidence of his fin- 
rity, granted part of his country to the planters 
d their heirs for ever: for the Sachem being 
formed by Sguante, of the great power of the 
glib, both by fea and land, promifed him- 
lf their affiftance againft his enemies the Nara- 
anfet Indians, while the Exglifh ttood in no lefs 

M 3 need 
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need of his friendfhip, to eftablith themfelves jy 
this country. This alliance being therefore 
founded upon the mutual interefts of the cop. 
tracting parties, was inviolably maintained for 
any years. 

The treaty being concluded, Maffaffier re 
turned to his capital, leaving Sguanto with the 
colony, who was extremely ferviceable to them 
not only as an interpreter, but by inftradting 
them how to plant and manage their Jadian com 
an piloting them along the coait, and fupplying 
them with fifth, fowl, and venifon. The fx 
hifb however full remained fickly, and feveral: 
them died, among whom was Mr. Carver, thei 
Governor, and the feamen were fo ill that th 
were not in a condition to fet fail tall May, whe 
the fhip returned to Exgland, to give the 
friends an account of the fituation of the colon 

When the fhip was gone to Exgland, the ci 
Jony made choice of Mr. Bradford for their G 
vernor, who enjoyed that poft for many ye: 
and faw the plantation thoroughly eftablihe 
though in his time there arofe great feuds a 
jealoufies, on account of differences about 
ligion. 

The colony remained without a charter t 
in the year 1624, they fent a perfon to Engh 
who procured one that enabled the planters 
ele& a Governor, Council, and Magittrat 
and to make laws, provided they were not t 
trary to thofe of Exgland, or incroached on 
prerogatives of the crown. Thus this col 
became firmly eftablifhed without any afliit 

from the North-Firginia Company. 
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We are now to {peak of that, which though 
Jater in point of time, is now become in every 
refpett the moft confiderable; for in the year 
1625, Mr. White, minitter of Dorcheffer, ob- 
ferving the fuccefs of the P4mouth colony, pro- 
iefted a new fettlement in Mafachufet’s Bay, and 
while fome of his friends went over to make 
choice of a proper fettlement, procured a grant 
trom the North-Virginia, or New- England Com- 
pany, for himfelf and his friends, of all that 
part of New-England, that lies between the great 
river Merimach and Charles River, at the bottom 
of Mafachufer’s Bay, and of all the lands, €&¥c. 
three miles north or Merimack River, and three 
miles fouth of Charles River, and in length be. 
tween thefe rivers, from the At/antzc Ocean to the 
South-Sea. 

This new colony, which fettled the town 
called Salem, was fupported with the fame {pirit 
and vigour as the former, and foon after ob- 
tained a patent from King Charks I. whereby 
they were incorporated, by the name of the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Ma/achu/et’s Bay, in 
New-England, and were impowered to make 
laws far the good of the plantation, not repug- 
rant to thofe of England, and liberty of con- 
fcience bemg granted to all who would fettle 
there, great numbers went over, and in a little 
time, two new fettlements were made, the one 
filed Charles-Town, on the north fide of Charles 
River, and the other, Dorchcfer, at the bottom 
of Maffachufet’s Bay. Soon after, part of the 

afi §=MMhabirants of Charles-Town, pafling over to the 


oppolite 
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oppofite fhore, erected Boffon, which is now the 


capital of New-Exgland. 

As new planters arrived every year, the co, 
lony foon became over-ftocked, and divifions 
breaking out among them, Mr. Roger William, 
paftor of a church of Browzi/ts, {cttled without 
this government, and called this his plantation, 
Providence, which was afterwards united to the 
government of Rdode-I/land. | 

At length the Pequen Indians beginning to 
grow very troublefome, it was confidered thata 
town and fort on CoxneGicut River would make 
a good frontier on that fide. Agents were there- 
fore fent to view the country, who made fuch 
an advantageous report of the fertility of the {oil, 
and the largenefs of the river, as induced many 
of the planters in feveral of the towns, to enter- 
tain thoughts of removing thither, they being 
already ftraitened for room where they were. 

Upon this, Mr. Hooper, minifter of Newtown, 
put himfelf at the head of about 100 of thele 
new adventurers, who fet out in the month of 
July, and travelling on foot with their children 
and baggage, about nine or ten miles a day, ar- 
rived at the banks of the river, where they began 
‘atown, which they called Hartford. After thele 
came another draught, who built a little town 
which they called Windfor ; a third detachment 
built Weathersfield; and a fourth Spring field. 

The towns thus built being from 50, to 60 
miles up this river, a fhip freighted with pro- 
vifions for thefe planters, at the Mafachu/fet's 
colony, came fo late in the year, that its mouth 
was frozen up 60 miles from fome of thefe plan- 
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tations, upon which many .of the new adven- 
turers travelled back in the depth of winter, and 
others who attempted it were frozen to death. 
However, thofe who had courage to ftay tll the 
fring, carried on their fettlements with fuch fuc- 
eefs, that they were not only in a capacity of 
fubfifting, but of making head againft their ene- 


* Bimies. ‘They had a fort of commiffion from 
* Mi the government of the Maffachufets Bay; but 
finding they had extended their plantations be- 
> BB yond the limits of that colony, they entered into 
* BB: voluntary affociation, to obey the jaws that 
© TB thould be made by proper perfons for the com- 
~ mon good, and then chofe a Governor. 
: _ In this fituation the colony of Cenneficut con- 


tinued, till they obtained a charter from King 
Y BB Cherles U1. authorizing them to ele& their own 
Governor, Council, and Magrftrates, to form 
8 Wa political conftitution, like that of England, 
and to enaét fuch laws as fhould be thought moft 
advantageous to the colony, provided they were 
not oppofite to the laws of the mother country. 

Great numbers of people ftill removing to 
New-England, and the old celonies being over- 
flocked, there was an abfolute neceflity of form- 
ing new plantations, and in 1637, Fheapbilus 
Faton, Eiq; and the Reverend Mr. Davenport, 
nding there was not room at the Mafachufets 
vax, and being informed of a larger bay to the 
outh-weft of Connectint River, purchafed of the 


60 atives all the land between that river, and 
re Beiw-York or Hudfon’s River: thither they re- 
ah hoved, and having feated themfelves in the bay, 
1 Wersagainit Long-Llaxd, built New-Haven, from 


whence 
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whence that colony, province, and government 
were fo denominated. They alfo built Guzlaford, 
Stamford, Milford, and Brainford; then going 
ever to Loag-Jfand, formed ieveral fettlements 
there, and erected churches in all places where 
they fettled. But. being without the limit 
of the Mafachufets jurifdiction, they had ne 
charter, and no other title to the lands than 
what théy purchafed from the natives. The 
men who féttled in this country were generally 
London merchants, who firft applied them*felves 
to trade, in which they followed the example of 
their Governor, Mr. Saton; but they met with 
{fo many loffes and difcouragements, that they 
sefolved to remove to Maryland or to Ireland; 
but at laft applying themielves to hufbandry, 
they had furprifing fuccefs, and therefore laid 
afide ali thoughts of removing. 

While the fouth-weft parts of Neaw-Englan 
were thus filling with inhabitants, the north-eak 
were not neglected; for as the Englifd frequented 
the coaft for the benefit of fifhing and the fu 
trade, this put fome of them on attempting 
fettlement between the rivers Merimack and Sa 
gadahock, which fucceeded fo well, that in afe 
- years two counties were laid out, New-Hampfi 
and Maixz, and feveral. towns. built, as, Dove 
Hampton, Wells, Kittery, &c. ‘'Thefe piante 
and traders being alfo fettled without the limit 
of the Mafachufets colony, voluntarily forme 
themfelves into a body politic, after the 
ample of the Conne@icut colony. Thus th 
continued, till being wearied out with feuds angi 
divifions, they petitioned the General- Comms hf 
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t We Mafachufets colony to be brought wrthin their 
, Me jorifdition; yet in 1684, they made an abfo- 
g fe lute refignation of their charter, and the govern- 
4 Ma ment has remained in the hands of the crown 
¢ Mae ever fince. 
| In fhort, in the fpace of about 20 years, Meas 
10 a England had above. forty towns, and the people 
an fe were in a happy and thriving condition. 
helm The country of New Exgland at prefent com- 
ly Mprehends, four confiderable colonies or govern- 
vemmments. Lhe Maffachufets, which, with New 
OME Plymouth and the Main, are now included in one 
ith@echarter ; Neaw Hamp/bire, which remains a {e- 
hey parate government; Conneicut, comprehending 
nde New Haven; and Rhode Jfland, with Providence 
rym Plantation. ‘The whole country extends from 
laidf41 to 45° North latitude, and lies between 67 
and 73° of Weft longitude. It is bounded on 
land@ithe North-welt, by Casada; on the North-eatt, 
-ealimm by Nova Scotia; on the aft and South, by the 
Atlantic Ocean; and on the Weft, by New-York. 
fuygmmlt being in length fomewhat more than 300 miles, 
ing @mand in fome places it is near 200 in breadth. 
1 Samm The air is fharper than ours, and the winters 
afemmieverer, though it lies fo much farther to the 
ppimmmsouth. But then the fummers are warmer. 
ouram their longeft day at Boffom is about 15 hours, and 
antetmmtheir fhorteft about nine. ‘The land next the 
limitqpea 1s generally low, and in fome places marfhy ; 
ormem@mout farther up, it rifes into hills, and along the 
e e@mNorth-eaft thecountry is rocky and moyntainous. 
, the As New Englaud is on the Eaft and South’ 
dsaigmwalhed by the Oceans it has many good har- 
toftigmours, fome of which are able to receive large 
Mafemmeets. There are few countries better watered ; 
for 
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for befides feveral {mall lakes and rivulets, the 
are no lefs than feven navigable rivers; the mof 
weftern of thefe is the Conwedicut, which rifiag in 
the North of New England, runs almott diredl 
South, till 1¢ falls into the fea. The courfeo 
this river is at leaft 200 miles, and it is navigz. 
ble to a great height. At its mouth are two large 
towns, Saybrooke and Lime. ‘To the Eaft of ths 
River lies the {/ames, which is lefs confiderable: 
it alfo rans South, and falls into the fea a litte 
below New London: The river Patuxet rifest 
the North-weft of the Maffachufets colony, an 
ranning South-eaft, falls into a noble bay nex 
Savanfey: The River Merimack rifes in the North, 
and runs directly South, for near 100 mites, ant 
then turning Eaft, falls into the fea, betwea 
Salifoury and Newberry: The river Pifcataws 
runs from Weft to Eaft, and falls into the fea: 
Port/mouth, where the opening is fo large, th 
it affords a port capable of receiving the large 
fhips: the river Saco rifes in the North of Ne 
England, and running South, falls into the fe 
between the capes Porgus and Elizabeth; and 
river Ca/coruns parallel with it, till it falls int 
a bay of its own name. 

It is owing to the conveniency of fo many fi 
rivers, that this country is fo full of large an 
populous towns; and in the country betwee 
the rivers, there is fuch plenty of fprings, tha 
there is fcarce any place where water may 
- had by finking a well to the depth of 

eet. 

New England abounds with four footed ani 
mals both tame and wild; amoyg the former # 
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ws, fheep, hogs and horfes, which though 
ey were all originally brought from Exgland, 
ye now very numerous, the latter are however 
f a {maller breed than ours ; but they are ex- 
remely ferviceable, and travel at a great rate. 

As for beafts of the foreft, they have moft 
rts, as deer, elks, racoons, bears and a fort of 
yolves, Which were ufed by the natives for dogs, 
ind when taken very young, may be made tame. 
hey have here alfo hares, rabbits, foxes, {quir- 
Js, beavers, martins, and opoffums, which laft 
2of the fize of a fox, and as grey as a badger: 
hey are remarkable for having a falfe belly, 
yherein they hide their young, and from whence 
ey may be taken without any prejudice either 
)them or to the animal itfelf. 

But the moft extraordinary beaft is the Moofe- 
eer, fomewhat like an Elk, which has not yet 
een found in any other country, except North 
imerica, though it is one of the nobleft beafts of 
he foreft. ‘There are two forts, the common grey 
joofe, that are more like the ordinary deer and 
metimes herd 30 in a company, and the large 
lack moofe, which is made much like a deer, 

it parts the hoof, chews the cud, has no gall, 
nd his ears are large and ere€t. ‘The hair upon 
ie ridge of his back, which is of a dark grey, 
ten or twelve inches long, and he has a fhort 

1 A ftag moofe is fometimes 14 fpans in 
tight from the withers, reckoning nine inches. 
)the {pan, that is ten feet anda half. The > 
ims of the moofe when full grown, are about 
ur or five feet from the head to the tip, and 
ive fhoots or branches to each horn, which ge- 
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nerally fpread about fix feet. When the-hom 
come out of the head they are round like thof 
of an ox, but about the diftance of .a foot beg 
to grow a palm broad, and farther up are { 
wider, and of thefe the [ndians make good |, 
dies that will hold a pint. ) 

When a moofe goes through a thicket, or 
‘der the boughs ofa tree, he lays his horns hae 
‘on his neck, not only to place them out of | 
way, but to fecure himfelf from being {cratche 
in the woods; and thefe prodigious horns; 
fhed every year. ‘This animal does not {pm 
or rife in going, like a deer; but a large one 
his common walk, has been feen to ftep over 
gate five feet high. When a moofe is unhi 
boured he will run a courfe of 20 or 30 mi 
‘before he turns about or comes to a bay; } 
when they are chafed they generally take to 
water. He is, however, not fo -fwift as 
common deer, though he runs mueby farth 
As the moofe is tail and has a fhort neck, 
does not graze like other cattle, for when 
eats gra{s, it is only the top of that which grt 
very high, or on fteep rifing grounds. 1 
are fond of water plants, for which t 
will wade far and deep. In fummer 
alfo feed upon other plants, herbs, and yo 
fhrubs, and in winter live upon the tops 
bufhes and young trees. ‘The fleth of the m 
is very good food, it is more fubftantial tif 
common venifon, and will bear falting. 4 

- nofe is admired as a great dainty. sg 

There is hardly any where greater plen 
fowls, as turkeys, geefe, - partridges, du 

| Wit 


igeONS, Pac hehshanet, herons, hacks 
faper's, blackbirds ; all forts of barn-door fowl, 
prmorants, ravens, Jc. and vaft flights of 
_ come and go at. certain feafons of the 


The fea and rivers afford encablons fifh in vaft 
abundance, as fturgeon, falmon, cod, thorn- 
ck, mackrel, herrings, fmelts, lampreys, 
yhales, grampuiles, porpuffes, feals, fharks,. 
and other fifh {reat and {mall. ‘The beit months 
or fifhing are March, April, May, and June. 
The woods and {wamps afford plenty of good. 
imber, as oak, elm, fir, cyprefs, fine chefnut, 
walnut, cedar, ath, beech, afpin, and faflatras. 
All forts of garden and orchard trees grow in 
erfection, fo that a planter may make 100 hog- 
ads of cyder in a feafon, and the export of 
ipples to the fugar-iflands is one of the conftant 
wticles in the trade of this province. ‘Their 
pples are faid to be larger and {weeter than 
murs in . Ezpland, and the fame obfervation ex- 
nds to their plumbs, cherries, peaches, pears, 
i. There are alfo pompions and onions, 
ater-melons, and fquafhes. All forts of roots 
for the table are likewife here in great plenty, 
us turneps, Carrots, parfnips, and radifhes, which 
are much larger and richer than in England, 
though their feeds originally came from hence. 
Flax and hemp grow as naturally here as in any 
untry on the Baltic, and in as great per- 
tion. Oats, barley, peas, beans, and indeed 
tery thing of this kind, fucceed as well as can 
% wifhed, and particularly maize, of which 
they plant great quantities. ‘This corn, and 
N2 kidney- 
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kidney-beans were found among the natives, 
and the Indians have a tradition, that the fir} 
grain of corn was brought thither by a black. 
bird, and the firft bean by a crow. 

The commerce of New England extends over 
a great part of America and Europe. From thence 
our jugar colonies are furnifhed with fith, cattle, 
boards, hoops, pipe-ftaves, bark, fkins, butter, 
cheefe, oil, tobacco, corn, apples, turpentine, 
éfc, and that in fuch vaft abundance, that itis 
computed the ifland of Barbadoes alone, takes 
off to the value of z00,0001. every year, 
They felt the fame articles to all the other 
fugar colonies ; and fhip off prodigious quantities 
of fifth to Lraly, Spain and Portugal. They take 
from us all kind. of mercery goods, linen, 
ftockings, fhoes, fail-cloth, cordage, haber. 
dafhery ware, and a vaft quantity of other things: 
in return, they build a prodigious number of 


fhips for our merchants, and export to England 


a great deal of iron, and a vaft quantity of mats, 
planks and yards for the royal navy, and allo 
pitch, tar, turpentine, fkins, furs, oil, whale 
fins, logwood, and other commodities. 

We fhall now confider the political ftate 0 
the four colonies eftablifhed within the limits 
of New England. ‘The firft is the old form 
charter-government, which allows the people 
to chufe annually, their own Governor, Dept 
ty Governor, Council, and Affembly ; withall 
their officers civil and military; and to make 
{uch laws as they fhall think proper, provided 
they are not repugnant to the laws Pe 
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Riiaine Lhis kind of Government, of which 
there are feveral in North America,is perhaps more 
dependent than that of any colony belonging 
» nations and is enjoyed in its full extent by the 
people of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifand; but they 
make avery different ufe of it; for thofe of the 
irft mentioned colony are very rigid jn point of 
religion ; whereas thofe of Rbode-Ifland, have 
among them people of all the feéts into which 
proteitants are divided, without the leait preju- 
lice to their temporal concerns, every man 
ying alike capable of magiftracy. They have 
no eftablifhed church, but each bady of chrif- 
jans live according to their own {yftem, and 
hufe and pay their Minifters as they think fit. 
The great colony of Maffachufets-Bay is alfo 
acharter government; but the appoinument of 
e Governor, Lieutenant-governor, Secretary, 
ind all the officers of the Admuralty, is vetted 
inthe Crown. The people have not only the 
hoice of the aflembly, but ef the council. The 
Governor however has a negative, and by vir- 
tue of his commifhen, as Captain-general, has 
the power of the Militia; fo that the fupreme 
authority: refts. neither in the Governar nor the 
people, but in them both. , 
The Government of New Hamp/bire ts mtire- 
lyin the hands of the crown, in the fame man- 
ner as that of Virginia and {ome other colonies. 
The capital. of New England is Beften, in 
the county of Suffolk, and in the province of 
the Maffachyfets Proper. ' It is fituated in the 
latitude of 42°. 21’, andin 71% weft longitude 
om Lendom 3 and ftands at the bottam of a 
ms fine 
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fine bay, in a peninfula about four miles in cig 
cumference. At the entrance of this Bay ay 
feveral rocks which appear above water, and 
upwards of a dozen {mall iflands, fome of which 
are inhabited. There is bat one fafe channe 
to approach the harbour, and that: fo narrow, 
that two fhips can fearce fail through a-brea; 
bat within the hatbour there is room for 509 
fail to lie at anchor. The entrance is defended 
by the caftle of Fort William, the fineft piece 
of military architecture in Britis America, i 
being furrounded by a covered way, and joined 
by two lines of commanication to the mai 
battery, as alfo a line of communication fro 
the mam gate to a redoubt.. There are 10 
guns mounted in the caftle, zo of which lie on 
platform level with the water, fo that it 1s {care 
poflible for an‘enemy to pafs the caftle. T 
prevent furprize, they have a guard placed 0 
one of the rocks at about two leagues diftanc 
from. whence they make fignals to the cai 
when any thips come near it. ‘There ts alfo 
battery of great guns at each end of the tow 
to the fire of which any enemy would be & 
pofed, if he fhouwld be fo fortunate as to pafsti 
caftle. | 
At the bottom of the bay there isa pier nea 
2000 feet in length, with warehoufes for me 
chants on the north fide, and to this pier, {hy 
of the greateit burden may come wp and unloa 
without the help of boats. The greateft p 
of the town lies round the harbour in the for 
of acrefcent: the country beyond rifing gr 
dualiy, and affordmg a delightful profpett frot 
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the fea. ‘The town has feveral ftreets not much 
mferior to thre beft in London, the chief of which 
runs from the pier up to the town-houfe, a 
handfome building, with walks for the mer- 
chants, as in the Royal Exchange; and in this 
edifice there are the council-chamber, the houft 
of reprefentatives, and the courts of juftice. They 
have ten churches of all denommations, of which 
fx are independents, the moft prevailing party 
in New England, there being about 14 or 15000 
inthe town, of that perfuafion. The eprfco- 
pal church is handfomely built and adorned, and 
the congregation is faid tobe about 1000. ‘Fhe 
church furniture, and fome pieces of plate, were 
given by King William and’ Queen Mary, and 
there 1s a magnificent feat for the Governor, 
when he happens to be of the church of Eng- 
land. ‘The number of houfes is comptted at 
about 5000, and the number of people at about 
25,000. The fhipping of this port is computed 
at between 6 and 700. 

There. are befides this feveral large towns and 
ports, and a multitude of fmall ones in New 
England, According to Major Rogers, who 
wrote his account fo lately as the year 1765, 
the number of the inhabitants in thefe feveral 
governments are as follow: In Maffachu/et’s Bay 
200,000. ‘In Conneficut 210,000. In New 
Hamp/bire 70,000; and in Rhode-I/fand 70,000. 
So that the inhabitants of Neqw England amount 
0 $50,000; : 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


The firft Settlement of the Bermudas or Summer. 
Iflands. An Account of five Perfons whe fail 
from thence ina Boat to lreland. 4 Defcrip. 
tion of thofe Iflands, and of the Plants and Ani- 
mals found in them, and in particular of the 
Bermudas Spider, with an Account of the pr 

— fent State of the Summer-lilands, their Inhali- 


tants and Government. 


E fhall give a fhort view of the. planta. 
tion of ournext colony, which, though 
it cannot be called one of the moft profitable, 
yet muft be allowed one of the moft pleafant of 
our plantations. ay 
The Bermudas Iflands were difcovered by Jobs 
Bermudas, a Spaniard, after which they were 
frequently touched at by his countrymen, in 
their paflage ta the Wef-Indies; but were ur 
known to us til] the year 1593, when one Hem 
May was fhipwrecked upon them in a Freed 
veffel: but they became much more famous by 
Sir George Summers and Sir Thomas Gates fuffering 
the like misfortune in their paflage to Virgiaia 
in 1609, of which we have before given an at 
count, as well as of Sir George’s being fent tht 
ther a fecond time to fetch hogs, when he died 
upon the ifland, at above Go years of age; but 
though Sir George direéted his men to return t0 
Virginia with black hogs for the relief of ” C0- 
ony 
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fony, they. having ftored their fhip with provi- 
fions, fet fail for England, and arrived at Whit-. 
church, 1n Dorfetfoire, with Sir George Summers’, 
corpfe on board, leaving only’the heart and bow- 
els at Bermudas, where twelve years after, Capt. 
Butler built a handfome.monument over them. | 
"i Thefe men gave fuch an account of the coun- 
4B try to the Virginia Company, that 120 perfons 
- MM of the fame fociety obtained a charter from King 
Fames, and became the proprietors of theie 
t lands, whofe name was changed to Summer's 
ilands, from the above gentleman, and are by 
our mariners called the Summer-I/lands, a name 
they well deferve from their pleafantnefs and 
fertility. * 
a When Sir George Summers firft left thefe iflands, 
" two of. his men who had committed fome crime, 
for which they would have been put to death, 
fayed behind, and were there at his return. 
They lived in St. George’s ifland, where they 
fupported themfelves on the productions of the 
place, and built them a hut. Thefe two men, 
whofe names were Chriftopher Carter, and Edward 
Waters, alfo ftaid behind Sir :Geerge’s fecond 
company, and even perfuaded Edward Coard 
to remain with them; and now, Carter, Waters, 
and Chard, were the fole lords of the country ; 
but they foon fell out among themfelves, and 
Chard and Waters were going to fight, when 
Carter, though he hated them both, yet not 
hking to be alone, prevented it, by threatening 
to declare againft the man who ftruck fisft. At 
laft, neceffity made them good friends, and they 
| joined 
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joined together in making difcoveriés, in oneof 
which expeditions they found a large piece of 
ambergris among the rocks, that weighed %, 
pounds, befidés other fmaller. pieces.. This 
treafure made them aloft mad, they grew giddy 
with the thoughts of it, and that they might 
have an opportunity of making ufe of it, it. 
folved on the mo defperate attempt that men 
could run. upon; which was, to build a boat 
after the beft manner they could, and to fail (9 
Virginia ot Nevifoundland, jak as the wind hap. 
pened to blow: but before they could put thei 
project in execution, they were prevented by 
the atrival of a {hip from Exglamd; for Captain 
Matthew Summers, Sir George’s brother, ha 
promifed to come to them, or fehd a veffel t 
their relief. ‘This fhip was the Plough, witl 
6o perfons on board, fent by the New Bermuda 
Company, to make a fettlement, of which Mr 
Moore was Governor. That gentleman pitchet 
upon a plain in St. George’s ifland, and there bull 
acabbin of palmetto leaves, large enough f 
his wife and family; and the. reft of the adven 
turers following his example, it grew in tim 
into a town of cdnfiderable bignefs. This 1s no 
St. George’s Town, one of the ftrongeft and bel 


built in our American colonies; for all the houlegm “ & 


are of cedar, and all the forts are of hewn ftoné 
Moore proved an excellent Governor; and in th 
year 1614, difappointed the Spaniards in a d 
fign they had. formed of conquering thd 

iflands. Rk | 
This Governor was fucceeded by Capt. Dani 
Tucker, who having a better education, al 
more experience, eitablifhed a regular form‘ 
gover 
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government, traced out plantations, and o- 
bliged every man to build yniformly in the 
town, and to plant regularly in the country ; 
, by which means the iflands were much im- 
y proved, and the exportations to England in- 
“IM creafed. He alfo eftablithed a tolerable militia, 
and placed the iflands in fuch a pofture of de- 


: fence, as put it out of the power of any of their 
, enemies to hurt them. 


The feverity of Capt. Yucker’s government 
gave fuch difguft to fome licentions perfons, that 
five of them executed as defperate a defign to 
efcape, as Waters and his companions had pre- 
pofed. ‘They knew the Governor would not 

ive them leave to go off, and therefore hearing 
that Captain Tucker had a great defire to go a 
ffhing out at fea, but was afraid of doing it, 
hecaufe feveral fifhine boats had been driven off 
by the weather; they propofed to build a boat 
.of two or three tons, with a deck, and fo fitted 
‘that fhe fhould live in all weathers. The Go- 
vernor confenting to this, they began to build 
ina private place, ynder the pretence of its be- 
‘ing convenient for getting timber and launching 
the boat. Thefe perfons were Mr. James Barker, 
agentleman; Richard Saunders, who coutrived 
‘the defion; Wiliam Goodwin, a fhip carpenter, 
who saarvecle to build the boat, and Heary Puget, 
a common failor, who promifed to navigate it. 

They finifhed the boat fooner than was ex- 
pected, and the Governor fending for it in order 
to go on board a fhip that was ready to {ail for 
England, the men, on coming to the place, 
could neither find the boat nor the builders, and 
all 
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all that they could hear of them. was, that th 
boat being finifhed the night before, thofe who 
built it went off to fea, in order) to try howit 
would fail; but at laft they found, by fome 
letters they had left behind them, that they wer 
‘gone for Exgland. 
Thefe men had on fome pretence or other bor. 
rowed a compafs-dial of a neighbour; and then 
going on board the fhip bound for Ezgland, ex 
changed fuch things as they could {pare for pro. 
- vifions,-and one of them, at parting, told the 
mariners, that though they. were forbidden to g0 
-with them, yet they hoped to be in England be 
fore them; at which the Mafter of the hhip 
laughed, and. away thefe fearlefs adventurer 
failed, with a fair wind and weather, that latted 
for twenty-one days. They then met with 3 
ftorm which lafted 48 hours, and drove them a 
‘Jittle out of their courfe to the weftward ; buat 
the wind coming fair again, and continuing teqgmy +4 
days, they went on chearfully. In that timegygu 
they met with a French privateer, and went 1 
board to beg fome relief; but inftead of aflif 
ance, the French plundered them of all the little 
they had, took away even their inftrument 0 
navigation, and then cruelly turned them adrift. 
In this miferable condition they failed on, grow 
ing every day weaker and weaker. Their pro 
vifions were almoft fpent, their fire wood quite 
gone, not a drop of frefh water left, nor foodyy 
for above a day, when at laft, in the very how 
when they expected to perifh, they, to the 
unfpeakable joy, made land, which proved to be 


Ireland, where going on fhore in the county : Y, 
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ork, they were nobly entertained by the Earl 
f Thomond, to whom they related their voyage, 
yhich had laftéd 42 days. 

But to proceed. In the year 1619, Capt. 
Tucker refigned to Capt. Butkr, who arrived 
ith four good fhips, in which he brought 500 
wflengers, and there being 2s many Engli/b be- 
pre on the ifland, the colony .now began to 
ake a confiderable figure. This Governor di- 
ided the iflands into diftricts; and now the 
wernment, by a Governor, Council, and Af- 
mbly, was eftablifhed, which before confifted 
nly of the Governor and Council ; and the laws 
f the country were fettled as much like thofe of 
wlandy as the circumftance of the place would 
imit. 

Thefe iflands lie in 32°. 30/. north latitude, 
din 35°. weft longitude, at a vaft diftance from 
ther continent, fince the neareft land, which 
Cape Hattaras in Carolina, lies at leaft 250 
agues to the weftof them, and they are above 
oo leagues from England. ‘They lie very con- 
puousto each other, in the form of a fhepherd’s 
bok, but authors differ greatly as to their 


inber, fome afferting there are but 300 of them, — 
ule others affirm there are more than Soo. 


wever {carce an eighth part of them are in- 
bited, and all but S#. George’s, St. David's, 


d Cooper’s ifles, have only a few houfes fcattered — 


and down. ‘There are none of them of any 
ifiderable bignefs, the main or greateft ifland, 
lich is called St.George’s, is only about 16 miles 
lngth, and not a league over in the broadeft 
ice. Butit is fortified by nature all round, 
Vou, IV. O with 
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with rocks every way extending theméelves 
great way intothefea. To its natural ftrenpy 
éefpecially to the eaftward, where it is moft ¢& 
pofed, the inhabitants have added that of fort 
batteries, parapets and lines, fo well difpofeg 
that they command the feveral channels, ay 
inlets into the fea. ‘There areno more than tw 
places where fhipping can fafely enter, and th 
rocks lie fo thick, that without a good pilot froy 
the fhore, a veffel of ten tons could not find ¢} 
way into thefe harbours, which being one 
known, the biggeft fhips in the warld may enter 
But they are fo well fortified, that if an enem 
fhould attem pt either of them, he might be eail 
kept out. Indeed all thefe iflands are fo em 
roned with rocks, that they feem to threaten d 
the fhips that venture on the coaft with prefen 
deftrudtion ; and fo many have been wrecke 
upon them, that the Spaniards gave them th 
name of Los Diabolos, or the Devil’s Tflands, 
The air of thefe Iflands has been always thougl 
extremely falubrious, and the appearance of eve 
thing very delightful and charming, when 
people have been accuftomed to remove thithe 
wei the other colonies, in order to recover thei 
broken conftitutions, The heat in fummer 
very fupportable, and with refpect to winte 
they have really none ; fome even go fo far 
to affirm, that there is but one feafon, and th: 
a perpetual fpring, in which the trees never | 
their verdure ; for though the leaves at one tit 
of the year fall off, others bud out at the fam 
time. But notwithflanding the neat © 
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imate, thefe iflands are fubject to ftorms of 
hunder and lightening. 
There grow here all the plants found in the 
Ve? Indies, and all kind of trees, herbs, roots 
id flowers, brought from £urope, thrive to per- 
tion. Maize, or Indian corn, which is the 
rincipal fupport of the people, is twice reaped ; 
ot what they fow in March, they reap in Ful) ; 
a fortnight after they fow again, and reap in 
December. Laurel, olive, mulberry and date 
ees, are very common, as are alfo palmettos, 
yhich are a kind of palm-tree, and are ex- 
emely ufeful, for the leaves being eight or ten 
tlong, and near as broad, they cover their 
joufes with them inftead of thatch or tiles. 
[hefe trees produce a very lufcious fruit, in 
hape, fize and colour refembling a damfon. 
Their forefts alfo abound with a variety of odo- 
iferous woods, fome black, fome yellow, and 
me of a red colour. The berries cf thefe 
ees have the ftyptic quality of: a floe, and are 
uch ufed by the Exglifh to cure the flux, which 
hey frequently get by eating the lufcious palm- 
ities too greedily. | 
But amongft a multitade of fhrubs and trees, 
eculiar to thefe iflands, and equally valuable 
or their timber and fruit, there are two, which 
hough found in other parts of the world, have 
peculiar excellence here; the firft is their 
lange tree, whofe fruit in point of fize, {cent 
d flavour, far exceeds thofe either in the We 
t Eaft Indies : the fecond is their cedar, which 
sirmer and more durable than any of its kind 
Care acquainted with, and anfwers in every 
O 2 re{pect 
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found excellent meat. The hogs they aff 
wards killed were all black, whence it is c 
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refpect to oak timber. It is therefore ufed j 
fhip-building, and the beft floops, brigantine 
and other {mall veffels, both for fervice an 
failing in ufe throughout the We/?- Indies, arebui 
at the Bermudas. hey have alfo a very fing 
lar plant called the Summer [Mand Redwood, th 
berry of which is as red as the prickle pey 
and alfo gives the fame kind of tinéture: out: 
this berry come firft worms, thefe afterwan 
turn into flies, fomething bigger than the coc 
neal fly, and have a medicinal virtue muche 
ceeding it. ‘They have alfo a plant calledt 
poifon weed, that grows much in the fame ma 
ner as our ivy, but this is the only noxious thimmy 
in any of thefe iflands. ) 
As for animals, there were none in the Be 
mudas, but hogs, infeéts and birds, when 9 
George Summers was fhipwrecked there ; thay?" 
hogs he found by iending out two or three 
his own to feed, which rambling home, a I 
wild boar followed them, and being killed 


cluded that the Spaniards left them there 
breed, becapfe they were of the fame kind 
thofe they carried to the continent of America 

Thefe Iflands abound in more fowl, and 
agreater variety than are to be found in } 
part of ‘America. ‘There are fwans, mioor-heal 
teal, fnipe, ducks, widgeons, herons, bitte 
offpreys, baldcoots, cormorants, and hawks 
all forts ; bats and owls are alfo very comm 
and there are multitudes of {mall birds, as we 


peckers, fparrows, Cc. The Englijh at t 


frt coming, found a fort of fowl, called cow- 
koes, that breed in the holes of the rocks, and 
in burrows like rabbits. They were extremely 
numerous, and fo gentle that they were taken 
by hand ; but they are now almoft deftroyed. 
This bird is of the fize of a fea-mew. ‘There 
is alfo the tropic bird, and the pemlico. 

They have as great plenty: of fifh as of fowl, 
and fo many forts, that authors have not yet 
ound out names for them, and in particular, 
they have great numbers of turtle, which are as 
sood and as large, as any in the world. 

The infeéts in thefe iflands are generally the 
fme as in our other plantations, except the 
pider, which is thought to be larger here than 
nany Other country in the world, but the beau- 
iful colours wherewith they are adorned, take 
Mt very much from that diftafte which other- 
ie the fight of creatures of this kind, and of 
Menormous a fize, would naturally occafion. 
ne of thefe fpiders, with his legs extended, 
kes up a {pace equal to that of a man’s hand 
th his fingers {pread out. ‘Their bodies are 
mpofed of two parts, one flat and the other 
und, not unlike, either in fhape or fize, to a 
igeon’s egg. On their backs they have an 
lice, which, as in American hogs, is taken for 
navel: their mouths are covered witha kind 
i grey hairs, fometimes intermixed with bright 
d,and on each fide of their mouths, they have 
tooked tooth of a fine polifhed fubftance, ex- 
mely hard, and of a bright fhining black, 
id therefore they are often fet in filver or gold 
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for tooth picks. When thefe creatures grow 
old they are covered all over with a dark brown 
or black down, fmooth and foft, refembling 
velvet. On the flat part, they have’ their ten Hic 
legs, five on each fide, each of thefe thas four Hic 
joints, arid two {mall claws at the end. They MP 
cait their fkins every year, together with the Mt 
above teeth, and live upon flies and gnats, in mb 
the catching of which they fhew great cunning, Mt 
and no lefs agility. ‘Théir webs, are very large, MY 
and faftened between two trees that grow at fome fmt 
diftance, and are fo ftrong, that birds of thei p 
fize of a thruth, arefometimes caught in them, Mf 
The town of St. George itands at the bottom iil t 
of the haven of the fame name, covered by nog ¥ 
lefs than fix or feven forts of batteries, mounted 
with above'7o pieces of cannon, fo difpofed, 
that they may be all brought to bear upon any 
fhip, before fhe can make her entrance, In thi 
town there is a fine church, with a good library, 
for which the inhabitants are indebted to Dr, 
Thomas Bray. It has near 1000 handfome houiles 
and a Town-hall, in which the Governor, Coun 
cil and Affembly meet. | 
Befides the town and divifion of St. George 
there are eight tribes; wiz. Hamilton’s trib 
Smith's tribe; Devonjbire tribe ; Pembroke’s tribe 
Poget’s tribe; Warwick's tribe ; Southampton 
tribe ; and Sandy’s tribe; of which Devon/birtl 
the north, and Southampton in the fouth, are pa 
rifhes, and have each a church and a particul 
library ; but there are.no parifh churches ina 
of the leffer iflands: for all the inhabitants } 
ranged under one or other of thefe eight a 
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he number of people in all thefe iflands has 
been computed at gooo. . 
The Government is like that of Virginia, the 
crown appointing both the Governor and Coun- 
cil; but tae people by their reprefentatives com- 


ey fag pote the affembly. They have fewer bye-laws 
ie fagthan any of our other fettlements, which may 
‘n Mabe imputed to the {mallnefs of their trade: for 
0g, fame tds colony produces no confiderable commodity, 
ge, whereby the inhabitants may obtain riches, for 
nef their commerce chiefly confifts in timber and 
them provifions, in building fhips and floops, and 
n, fg ending fome tobacco to Exgland. The people of 


the Summer-Iflands {eem to content themfelves 
‘nome with the plenty and pleafure of their country, 
tela and with enjoying a fafe and quiet retreat, from 
the troubles and cares of the reft of the world. 
In fhort, the inhabitants have conftantly main- 
tained a moft excellent reputation, and the Ber- 
mudas are equally remarkable for the finenefs of 
fy the country, and the honefty and integrity of 
| the people. 

he beauty of the country, and the amiable 
character of the inbabitants, induced the learned 
Dean Berkley to endeavour to ere& an academy 
at the Bermudas for promoting ufeful learnin 
and true religion in the Wf Indies, when the 
fociety for the Propagation of the Go {pelaffifted 
him in procuring a patent from King George I. 
for erecting a feminary there, and contributed 
to the expence of the undertaking. Dr. Berk- 
ly, and three fellows of Trinity College in Dub- 
lia, with feveral of the Doétor’s relations, actu- 
aly embarked on this andertaking 5 but being 


driven 
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driven by a ftorm to Long Ifland, in the proving 
of Nea York, whence the Dottor, with his com. 
panions vifited Boffon, and feveral other prea 
towns in New England, where they. presi 
but the defign of erecting a college being lai 
afide, they returned home, and Dr. Berkley was 


foon after promoted to the fee of Cloyne in 
Lreland. 
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Hudfon’s and Button’s Voyages for the Difcovey 
of a North Weft Paffage. 


HILE thefe difcoveries were making, 
the merchants of Exg/and again attempted 
to find a new paflage to the Znudies by the north- 
eait and north-weft, and in particular fitted out 
Mr. Henry Hudfon in 1607, who undertook to fail 
dire&tly north, which he did to the height of 81°. 
30°. where he found the weather in Fx/y pretty 
warm. He propofed to have paffed round the 
great tract of country called by the Danes Groen- 
land; afterwards to fall into Davis's Streights, 
and then to return home; but being difappointd 
in this, he undertook two voyages for the dil- 
covery of a north-eaft paflage, with no better 
fuccefs, At laft he refolved to make an attempt 
towards the north-weft, and fet fail on this voyage 
in April 1610. He now proceeded to the mouth 
of Davis's Streights, then fteered directly welt, 


and afterwards failed through thofe ftreights that 
now 
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now bear his name, till he doubled Cape Wor- 
fnbam, after which he failed down the weft 
coat of New Britain, to the very bottom of the 
bay, where he. made choice of a place to winter 
in, that was almoft as far fouth as any part of 
Great-Britain, in hopes of performing fome- 
thing very confiderable the next fpring. How- 
ever, the hardfhips the men endured while they 
wintered in this place were exceeding great, 
The cold was fo extreme that it lamed moft of 
the company ; but during the firft three months, 
they faw fuch flights of white partridges that 
they killed above 100 dozen, befides other 
fowls. | 

At the approach of fpring, the partridges left 
them, and were fucceeded by {fwans, geefe, 
ducks and teal; but thefe were hard to catch, 
They flew from the fouth to the north, and 
whenever a northerly wind arofe, ftaid till the 
wind ferved them. 

At the approach of fummer, the fowls dif- 
appeared, and the men were obliged by hunger 
to fearch the woods, hills and vallies, for any 
thing that might ferve for food. The frogs, 
though in their engendering time, when they 
were as loathfome as toads, were not {pared, 
and they alfo fed on the mofs that grew on the 
ground. As foon as the ice began to break, 
one of the natives came to the fhip and fold 
them fome furs and fkins for knivesand hatchets ; 
and when the Sound began to be clear of the ice, 
fo that the boat could move from place to place, 
everal of the men were fent to catch fifh, in 
which they had indifferent fuccefs, though not 

; | ; enough 
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driven by a ftorm to Long J/land, in the proving 
of New York, whence the Doétor, with his com. 
panions vifited Boffon, and feveral other prea 
towns in New England, where they. preached; 
but the defign of ereting a college being laid 
afide, they returned home, and Dr. Berkley was 


foon after promoted to the fee of Cloyne in 
Lreland. 
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Hudfon’s and Button’s Voyages for the Difcover 
of a North Weft Paffage. 


t 
HILE thefe difcoveries were making, MM ¢ 
the merchants of Exg/and again attempted Hi " 

to find a new pafflage to the Indies by the north- 
eait and north-weft, and in particular fitted out HH 
Mr. Henry Hudfon in 1607, who undertook to fail 
dire&ly north, which he did to the height of 81° 
30°. where he found the weather in Fx/y pretty 
warm. He propofed to have paffed round the 
great tract of country called by the Danes Groen- 
land; afterwards to fall into Davis’s Streights, 
and then to return home; but being difappointd 
in this, he undertook two voyages for the dil- 
covery of a north-eaft paffage, with no better 
fuccefs, At laft he refolved to make an attempt 
towards the north-weft, and fet fail on this voyage 
in April 1610. He now proceeded to the mouth 
of Davis's Streights, then fteered directly well, 


and afterwards failed through thofe flreights that 
now 
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nce Ml now bear his name, till he doubled Cape Wor- 
M-E fnbam, after which he failed down the weft 
reat 


coalt of New Britain, to the very bottom of the 
d ; bay, where he. made choice of a place to winter 
aid in, that was almoft as far fouth as any part of 
Was Great-Britain, in hopes of performing fome- 
IN thing very confiderable the next fpring. How- 
ever, the hardfhips the men endured while they 
wintered in this place were exceeding great, 
+ The cold was fo extreme that it lamed moft of 
the company ; but during the firft three months, 
they faw fuch flights of white partridges that 
they killed aboye 100 dozen, befides ather 
ery Mim fowls. | 
At the approach of fpring, the partridges left 
them, a were fucceeded by {wans, geefe, 
ny, @™m ducks and teal; but thefe were hard to catch, 
ted They flew from the fouth to the north, and 
th Mi whenever a northerly wind arofe, ftaid till the 
but MH wind ferved them. ae 
fail At the approach of fummer, the fowls dif- 
1°, MM appeared, and the men were obliged by hunger 
tty MM to fearch the woods, hills and vallies, for any 
the MM thing that might ferve for food. The frogs, 
en- | though in their engendering time, when they 
ts, MM were as loathfome as toads, were not {pared, 
td HM and they alfo fed on the mofs that grew on the 
if MH ground. As foon as the ice hegan to break, 


ter MM one of the natives came to the fhip and fold 


pt MM them fome furs and {kins for knivesand hatchets ; 
and when the Sound began to be clear of the ice, 
fo that the boat could move from place to place, 
feveral of the men were fent to catch fifh, in 
which they had indifferent fuccefs, though not 
: | . enough 
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enough to fupply the wants of the fhip’s com: i me 
pany. Atlength, fome of the men refolving to HM the 

et the little provifions that were left to them: Mi all 
felves, barbaroufly contrived to turn Captain pat 
Hudfon, the carpenter, and all the fick men, out HM anc 
of the fhip, and to make the beft of their Mi fea 
way for England This they performed by #32 
forcing Captain Fludjon and eight more into the i ver 
fhallop without provifions, though moft of then | 
were taken fick out of bed, and after that time MM the 
they were never heard of more. The leaders of Hi tot 
this mutiny did not efcape much better ; forbe: HM wo 
mg obliged to land frequently on the defart MM Pri 
coaft to obtain fubfiftence, moft of them wer Hy 
killed by the inhabitants, and the few who re- Hy 
mained returned to Zxgland in a miferable con- 
dition. 

Upon the imperfe& account of Hudson's Bay 
received from Pricket, one of thefe men, feveral am 4 
perfons who had already been engaged in expe- 
ditions for the difcovery of a North-weft Pal- 
fage, began to hope that they had now a fairet 
profpet than ever of bringing itto bear, and 
therefore applying to Henry, Prince of Wales, who 
was then the great patron of learning, his Royal 
Fighnefs refolved to fend one Captain Button; 
his own fervant, and a man of great abilities, 
courage and experience; and accordingly hem” 
failed in the year 1611 on this expedition} 
pafled Hudjon’s Streights, and then leaving Hud 
for’s Bay to the fouth, failed above 200 leagues 
to the north-weft, through a fea above 80 fa 
them deep, and difcovered a great continent, 
called by him New Wales. He wintered at Port 
) Nelfony 
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Nelfon, 11 §7°. 10’. north latitude, where the 
men fuffered greatly by the cold, and many of 
them died, though he kept three fires in the thip 
all the winter, and had great plenty of white 
partridges, and other fowl, befides deer, bears 
and foxes, The next fummer he carefully 
fearched all the bay, from him called Burzon’s 
HE Bay, back almoft to Diggs’s [fland, and difco- 
: HB vered the great ifland called Cary’s Savan’s Nef. 
\™@ ©Upon his return from this voyage he received 
+ Ma the honour of knighthood, and great expetta- 
f@tions were raifed from his difcoveries, which 
. BB would certainly have been farther profecuted, if 
t Mm Prince Henry had not died foon after. 


re | 

Ge BE DROOZO BGO ONCOFO GO SBOCRO ON BONO HOOK OMoO Yo ooohooyg 
: CHAP. XIV. 

ay 


fn Account of the Settlement and Produce of 
| Barbadoes. 


¢- 
af. 
ret FE are now brought by the order of time 
nd to the fettlement of Barbadoes, an ifland 
hom™at may be efteemed the beft peopled, and 
val beft cultivated, not only in América, but in the 


whole known world. It is not eafy to determine 
by whom this fmall ifland was difcovered ; but 
itis moft probable that it was firft feen by the 
Portuguefe. However, the firft Exglifbmen who 
Mnded there are faid to have been fome of Sir 
Villiiam Curteen’s feamen, that were crulfing in 
hofe feas, in the latter end of the reign of King 
ames 1. and they at their return to England, re- 
porting 


156 The Diftoveries of the E NG LISH- | 


porting that the foil was fruitful, fome advey: 
turers went thither in order to plant it; but the 
ifland being covered with wood, and there being 
fcarce any other animals upon it than hogs, it 
wasa long time before it anfwered their expetta. 
tions. 

In the firft year of the reign of King Charl |, 
the property of this ifland was granted by that 
Prince to Fames, Earl of Carlifle, of whom f.- 
veral adventurers purchafing fhares, tranfported 
themfelves thither, and began with planting 
tobacco, which not fucceeding, they proceeda 
to try cotton and indigo, which yielded conf. 
derable profit. But little fugar was made in the 
ifland till the year 1647, when Colonel Modi- 
ford, Colonel Walrond, Colonel Drax, and f- 
veral other Cavaliers, not chufing to ftay in 
England after the King’s death, converted their 
eftates into money, and tranfported themfelves 
to Barbadoes, with fuch machines and imple. 
ments as were proper for carrying on fugar. 
works, and had fuch fuccefs that in a few years 
Colonel Drax is faid to have acquired an eftate 
of 7or 8000/. per annum. ‘The adventurers 
fixed their principal fettlement on the great bay, 
in the fouth-weft part of the ifland, and gaveit 
the name of Carlifle-Bay, in honour of the pro- 
prietor, which it ftill retains. 

Afterwards the ifland was divided into four 
circuits, and eleven parifhies, each parifh fending 
two reprefentatives to the general affembly ; and 
fo prodigious was the increafe of the inhabi- 
tants, that in the year 1650, they amounted to 


between 30 and 40,000 white perfons, a 
the 
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he negroes, who were much more numerous, 
nd frequently plotted the deftruction. of their 
aifters; but their plots were conftantly difco- 
ed, and the moft terrible punifhments in- 
ded on the ringleaders; however, the cruel- 
ies fuffered by thofe who thus endeavoured to 


I, Bagecover their liberty, did but increafe the difaf- 


ion af the reft, and laid the foundation of 
rth confpiracies: notwithftanding which, no 
olny of fo fmall an extent, ever arrived 
ithin the {pace of twenty or thirty years, to 
mh riches and grandeur. ‘The Parliament 
houcht this ifland of fuch confequence, that in 

651, they fent thither a ftrong {quadron of men 
fwar, under the command of Sir George A/cue, 
ho compelled Lord Willoughéy, the Governor 
) furrender the ifland, upon condition that 
ie Royalifts fhould remain in the poffeffion of 
heir eftates and liberties, and Mr. Searl was 
ppointed Governor. 

In the Dutch war the colony was prohibited 
fom trading with the Hollanders, who till this 
ime had conftantly furnifhed the ifland with ne- 

es, and taught the Barbadians to plant and 
manage their fugars to the beft advantage, moft 
twhich they took off their hands, in order to 
upply themfelves and the reft of Europe; and 
it Barbadians were compelled by the Parlia- 
ent to bring all their fugars directly to Exg- 

md: this ftep was alfo taken by the Miniftry | 

er the reftauration of King Charles II. and 
lis was the foundation of the Act of Naviga- 
in, which requires all the Britis colonies to 
tng their fugars and tobacco to England, and 

Vou. IV. Pp prohibits 
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prohibits their trading with foreigners in the 
and fome other articles. 

The vaft fuccefs of this firft fugar-colony y 
moted the fettlement of the others; and as 
fugar plantations increafed, more hands we 
required to carry on the work than could att 
time be fpared from home. This gave birtht 
the Guinea trade, for fupplying thofe coloni 
with negroe flaves; and as the planters fi 
fifhed and increafed, fo did their demands for; 
forts of Briti/fo manufaCtures, and fuch of ¢ 
neceflaries of life as could not be producedi 
that climate, which alfo opened new fources 
trade for the Briti/h merchants. In fhort, ¢ 
act of navigation, by obliging all the fugar tol 
brought to Great-Britain, foon made Leudoati 
chief mart in Europe for fugar, and there bein 
annually more imported than was neceffary { 
home confumption, the merchants exported i 
furplus to foreign markets, and by underfellis 
the Portuguefe, they in time beat them out! 
almoft all their fugar trade to the northward 
Cape Finifferre. i 

In the year 1668, King Charles II. purchat 
the property of this ifland of the Lord Kinou 
heir to the Earl of Carkfe, and appointed t 
Lord Willoughby of Parham, Governor; up 
which the colony granted a duty of four and 
half per cent. for the fapport of the civil goven 
ment, and for maintaining the forces and fort 
cations of the ifland, which duty is faid 0 
mount to 10,000/. a year. 

The ifland of Barbadboes is fituated in the 4 
lautic Qeean, in 13° north latitude, and § 

Wi 
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flongitude. It is of 4 triangular form, and 
here broadeft, about 25 miles from north to 
puth, and only 1¢ from eaft to weft. Itis, for 
he moft part, a plain, Ievel country, with fomé 
mall hills of an‘eafy afcent; and though it was 
wvered with woods when the Englifo firft fettled 
here, they have been all cut dows to make way 
pr plantations of fugar-canes, which at prefent 
ake up almoft the whole ifland, for their very 
om, flefh; and fifh, are for the moft part im- 
osted from the north colonies. 

There is farce an harbour in the ifland; the 
ft is that of Bridge-Town, in Carlific-Bay, 
shich lies open to the weftward, but is fecure 
fom the north-eaft: This is here the conftant 
ride-wind, and blows all night and all day, 
mcept when they have their tornadoes and. 
uwricanes, which ufually happen in the three 
unmer months, and blow from every quarter. 


wot danger of being wrecked on fhore, if they 
nnot get out to fea, and therefore they feldom 
aitempt to ride out thefe ftorms. 

The coaft is defended on the eaft from the in- 
rion of an enemy, by rocks and fhoals; and 
m the weft, where it is moft expofed to a de- 
kent, breaft-works and redoubts are erected for 
tsfecurity. There is fcarce a ftream tn the 
land that deferves the name of a river, though 
here are two on the eaft fide, to which they 
have given the names of Scotland River and ‘Fo- 
iph’s Riwer. However, they have good: water 
n their wells almoft all over the ifland, and do 


P 2 ponds 


it {uch times the fhips in the bay are in the ut-_ 


Wt dig very deep for it: they have alfo large 
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_ pounds and refervoirs, where they preferve raj 

water. ‘The weather. 1s generally fine and 
rene, and their rains, as in other parts of the 
torrid zone, fall chiefly when the fun 1s vertic 
and after thefe are the proper feafons for plant 
ing. 

Their heats are not fo exceffive as in the fame 
latitude on the eaft fide the continent of America 
the air being conftantly refrefhed by the tad 
wind in the day-time, which increafes as th 
fun advances, and abates as the fun decline 
but there being no mountains on the ifland, th 
trade wind is not interrupted. 

The only town of any confequence in th 
ifland is that of Bridge-Toazn, or S¢. Michael's, i 
Carlifle Bay, which was formerly encompalle 
with a morafs that rendered it unhealthy: bi 
this has been in a great meafure drained. How 
ever, the low fituation of the town rendetsi 
ftill fubjeét to inundations. It is faid to cont: 
1000 or 1200 houfes built with brick and rn: 
and there are commodious wharfs and keys ft 
loading and unloading of goods. ‘The chief pr 
duce of the jfland, as has been already int 

mated, is fugar; of the melaffes or dregs 
which, they make great quantities of ram; th 
have alfo fome cotton, indigo, and piemente 
They have fcarce any foreft-trees lett; but th 
fruits are oranges, limes, citrons, pomegranate 
pine-apples, guavas, plantains, cocoa-nuts, hi 
dian figs, ptickle pears, melons, and almott 
manner of roots and garden-ftuff, but very ft 


ower 3» 
¢ ol 


m AMERIC A, 16% 
Their horfes they import from New England 
fc. and they have a flight breed of their own. 
They have alfo fome affes, cows, and fheep ; 
but the laft do not thyive here: however, they 
have a great number of hogs. They have good 
ong and fea-fifh, but no frefh water fith, 
and all manner of provifions are fo dear, that 
here is no dining at an ordinary under a crown a 
head. Frefh meat is indeed a rarity, and chiefly 
the food of people of condition; the reft are 
lad of falt pork, beef and fifh, imported from 
te northern colonies; from whence alfo comes 
their wheat, flower, Indian corn, beans, peas, 

¢. They make bread alfo of the caffavi root, 
ind the negroes feed on yams, potatoes, and 
ther roots and fruits. The gentry chiefly drink 
Madtirg wine, and wine ind water, and great 
wantities of rum punch are drank by the vulgar, 

hey have alfo ftrong beer imported from Of 

d New England, and liquors made of maize 
id fruit. 

The government refembles that of the reft of 
wt American iflands, the Governor and Council 
ting appointed by the Crown; thefe, with the 

oufe of Reprefentatives, are invefted with the 
riflative power, and make laws for the go- 
mment of the ifland. The white. people 

jount to about 25,0cq0, and the negros to near 

000. ‘Their militia confifts of about 1500 
ofe and 30qQ0 foot. ‘There are annually fhip- 
ed from hence above 25,000 hogfheads af 
gar, valued at 300,000/4 befides melaffes, 

M, cotton, ginger, and aloes 
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Seid 
CHAP. XV: 


ff concife Account of the Settlement of St. Chrik 
pher’s, Nevis, Montferrat, Barbuda, Anguil 
and Antigua, and of the Produce of taofe [pani 


E fhall next fpeak of the ifland of & 
Chriftopher’s, which was called by th 
Indians, Liamuega, and was difcovered by Chri 
fopher Columbus, in his firft voyage to Americ 
He gave it the name of Sir Chré/topher’s fro 
the figure of its mountains, there being ind 
upper part of the ifland.a very high mountai 
bearing on its fummit another of a {maller fa 
as St. Chriffopber is painted like a giant carry 
our Saviour on his back. It.is fituated in | 
north latitude, and is about 73 miles in circu 
ference. Sir Thomas Warner, an Englifh advel 
turer, and Monfieur De/nambue, a French gen 
man, who commanded for the Freach in Amiri 
arrived at St. Chriffopher’s on the fame day, at 
both took poffeffion of the ifland in the names 
their refpective matters. -It was then inhabit 
by the Caribbees, and the Spaniards ufed to} 
in there, in their Wf. India voyages, to.take 
frefh water. Thefe laft were on fuch 90 
terms with the Caridbees, that they fometim 
left their fick there, of whom the natives 0 
great care. 
The above gentlemen left fome of their 


in the ifland, and returned to their refpett 
: count 
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countries. for recruits, when their mafters ap~ 
roved of ‘their conduét, fent them back in 
1626, with fupplies of men and provifions, and 


with commiffions to be Governors of the new 


fettlements. Monfieur De/naméue arrived there 
about the month of ‘fanuary, 1627, with about 
300 people, after a long and fickly voyage. The 
Englifp colony had as many men, and Sir Thomas 
‘had proceeded a good way in his fettlement be- 
fore Monfieur Defnambue’s arrival. The two 
Governors therefore, to prevent any differences 
among the people about the limits of their re- 
{pective territories, on the 13th of May, 1627, 
fet boundaries to their feveral divifions, with 
this particular provifo, that fifhing and hunting 
fould be equally free to the inhabitants of both 
nations; that the falt-ponds, and moft valuable 
timber fhould be in common, together with the 
mines and havens; and a league offenfive and 
defenfive was concluded between them againk 
all enemies; after which they proceeded with 
great harmony. 

However, the Englife receiving fupplies of 
men and provifions from Leadon, throve better 
than the French; and not only became ftrong 
enough to keep what they had, but to {pare men 
for fettling plantations at Newis, of which Sir 
Thomas Waruer took poffeflion, and left a fettle- 
ment there in the year 1628. 

Mean whilethe Spaniards being alarmed at the 
progrefs of the Exgli/h and French in the Caribbee 
dfands, thought the fafety of their own plantations 
required their preventing thofe nations from fet- 


ling in their neighbourhood, and therefore in 
the 
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the following year, fent Don Frederic de Toleh 
with a fleet of 24 fhips and 16 frigates to dif 
poftefs the Exglifh and French of the ifland.of 5. I * 
Chriftopher’s. Don Frederic feized fome Engl, 
fhips near the ifle of Nevis, and then anchored in le 
the road of Marigot, under the cannon of a fort oh 
called the Bafe Terre, where Monfieur Rofy Hi” 
commanded. Neither the Freach nor the Eny- = 
sib forts were in a condition to oppofe fuch an } 
enemy. Roféy, therefore, after a fmall oppo-  * 
fition, abandoned the Bafé Terre, and retreated he 
to Cabes Terre, another fort, commanded by 


Monfieur De/nambue in perfon: but they could fo 
not prevail on their men either to defend them. 

felves there, or to retire to the forefts and moun- my 
tains, where a few men might have refifted fe 
thoufand, and nothing could content them but # ™. 
embarking, and leaving the place, which Mon- : 
fieur De/nambue was obliged to comply with @ 

Mean while the Exgli/h being in great confterna- 7 “ 
tion, on their hearing the news of Defnambues Hj” 
being gone with his colony, fome endeavoured . 
to efcape by fea; others fled to the mountains, c 


and all who were left, fent deputies to treat with te 
the Spaniards. oe 
Don Frederic having them now in his power, 


commanded all on the ifland to depart imme- . 
diately, on pain of being put to the fword, and b 
to forward their going, fent them the Englip . 
fhips he had taken at Nevis; but as there was i” 
not room in thefe fhips to carry off all the people #% “ 
with their families, he confented that thofe who 

could not embark, fhould ftay till they could be © 
removed, | é 
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Don Frederic having made thefe regulations, 
weighed anchor, taking with him 600 of the 
Englifo, who were fitteft for his fervice. But he 
was no fooner gone, than the Eagh/> who were 
left refolved to go on with the fettlement; when 
the French, who were got no farther than 4z- 
tigua and Mont/errat, fent a fhip for intelligence 
to St. Chriftopher’s, and being informed that the 
Spaniards were gone, and the Eagli/h bufy in 
£@ rebuilding and planting, they rejoiced at this 
| happy and unexpected turn, and failing back to 
BB St. Chrifopher’s, refumed the poffeflion of their 
| #@ former habitations. 

The Exglifb now continued carrying on their 
colony till they were able to {pare more men for 
fettlements at Barbuda, Montferrat and Antigua, 
which were peopled and planted by Sir Thomas 
Warner. At the fame time the Dutch -made 

themfelves mafters of St. Euffatia, and the French 

took poffeffion of fome other iflands. Mean 
while the Eng built themfelves good houfes 
at §¢. Chriffopher’s, and had wives and families ; 
but the Freach lived in huts after the Caridbceaxz 
manner, and as few of them married, they took 
lefs pains to furnifh themfelves with all the ne- 
ceflaries and conveniences of life. Monfeur 
Defnambue died about the year 1637, and Sir 
Thomas Warner did not long furvive him; but 
before this laft gentleman’s death, the colony 
was fo increafed, that the Exgl/> in the ifland 
amaunted to between 12 and 13,000. 

The chief employment of the firft plant- 
tts, was Cultivating tobacco, by which they 
gained a competent livelihood; but afterward:, 
| : the 
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the quantity lowering the price, they in fever 
places applied themfelves to the Slanting of fu. 
gar, ginger, indigo, and cotton, and in alittle 
time became a rich and flourifhing people; both 
the French and Englifo living cordially together, 
till the war in the reign of Queen Aune, when 
the Englifh drove the French entirely from their 
fettlements; and ‘the country being yielded to 
the Crown of Great Britain, by the peace of 
Uerecht, all the French territory was fold for the 
benefit of the public, which muft have produced 
a very large fum, fince out of it were paid 
80,coo/. for the marriage portion of the Princes 
of Orange. | 

Though-St. Chrifepher’s is the large of all 
che Car bbe Ifands, the middle part of it being 
extremely mountainous, it is thought ther 
are not above 24,000 acres of land fit for fagar 
an the whole ifland, and yet it annually pro- 
duces about 10,000 hogfheads of that valuable 
commodity. ? 

le has been already obferved that Sir Thomas 
Warner fettled Nevis or Mevis about the year 
1628, and notwithftanding the Exgii/> had bees 
difpoffefled by the Spaniards, as has been al- 
ready related, the inhabitants of that ifland in 
20 years amounted to at leaft 4000 people, and 
they continued increafing in the fame manne, 
for a confiderable time, having no enemy to 
ftrugele with, ‘but the hurricanes, which gent- 
rally vifited them once a year. 

When Sir William Stapleton was Governor of 
thefe iflands, he ufually made this the place of 


his refidence, and moft of the affairs of gover- 
ment 
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ment were tranfacted here; for each of the Lee- 
qward Iflands has a particular Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, Council, and Aflembly, while the general 
vernment centers in the Captain-Generai. 

In the reign of King James Il. Nevis fupplied 
the others with almoft all their wines and 
negroes, and was computed to contain above 
ta,c00: perfons, befides the negroes, who a- 
mounted to above 29,009, What prodigious 
improvement muft then have been made of this 
little ifland, which is not more than 20 miles in 
grcumference, to render it capable of maintain- 
ing above 30,900 men, women, and children! 
[ts annual produce is about 6900 hogtheads of 
fugar. 

“The ifland of Moantferrat, fo called by the Spa- 
siards from its refembling a mountain in Casa- 
nia of the fame name, famous for a chapel de- 
dicated to the Bleffed Virgin, is fituated in 17° 
north latitude, and is about three leagues in 
length, and almoft as much in breadth, {fo that 
itfeems to be round. It was difcovered by Co- 
a Wy lemdus, at the fame time with S¢. Chriftopher’s, 
at Wy but no fettlement was made upon it, till Sir The- 
og a vas Warner procured a {mall colony to fettle 
there in 1632, 

This ifland at firft flourifhed more than 42 
tigua; byt fince the Lord Willoughby’s time, the 
jatter has got, and kept, the ftart of it. Six-. 
teen years after its being firft inhabited, there 
were 700 men in the ifland, and the rolls of 
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#@ the militia amounted to 360. 

off The climate, foil, animals, trade, and pro- 
of @ Suctions af Moasferrat are the fame with thofe 
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of the other Caribbee [lands. This, however, 
is fuller of mountains, which are covered with 
cedars, and other trees, that afford a delightfil 
profpect from the fea.. The vallies are fruitful, 

and better fupplied with frefh water than thofe 
of Antigua; and it is computed, that at prefent 
there are in this ifland about 4500 white people, 
and about 12,000 negroes. As Montferrat is lefs 
thah any other of the Caribbee-Iflanuds, it anm- 
ally produces only 2500, and fometimes 3000 
hogfheads of fugar. 

The ifland of Barbuda, which was planted by 
Sir Thomas Warner as early as Montferrat, is i- 
tuated in 17° 30 north latitude, and is about 
15 miles long. The firft colony was fo often 
difturbed by the Caribbees, that the people were 
frequently forced to defert their plantations ; for 
they hardly paffed a year in which they did hot 
make one or two incurfions, and that generally ia 
the night, for they durft not attack them by day; 
fo that the Engli/b grew weary of dwelling ina 
place where they were fo much expofed to the 
fury of the natives; and therefore deferted the 
ifland: but the Caribbees diminifhing daily in 
number, and the Exropeans in the other iflands 
increafing, the Ezgli/b. again poffeffed them- 
felves of Barbuda; in a few years the inhabi- 
tants amounted to 500, and they are now it- 
creafed to about 1200 perfons. - The proprietor 
chufes the Governor, and has the fame privi- 
leges as the other Lords-Proprietors in their {e- 
veral jurifditions in America. The inhabitants 


apply themfelves chiefly to the breeding of us 
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for which there is always a good market in the 
fugar-iflands. | , 

The next plantation is that of Axguilla, or 
Snake-Ifland, {o called from its figure ; it being 
long, narrow, and winding almoft about, It is 
near St. Martin’s, from whence it may be feen, 


is extremely level, and there is not a2 mountain 
init; however, it is very woody. In the broadeft 
part of it there is apond, about which the Ezg- 
jp fettled in the year 1650, and applied them- 
elves to the planting of corn and the breeding 
ftame cattle. ‘They were afterwards joined by 
fme people from Barbadoes, and other of the 
nglifh Caribbee-Iftands, who incorporating with 
he reft, learned thcir manners, and though they 
ue {aid to amount to about 150 families, or 
900 fouls, yet they have neither minifter nor 
nagiftrate among them. They apply them- 
ves to farming, in which they have had very 


' Mood fuccefs, and live like the old Patriarchs, 
very man being a kind of fovereign in his own 
 Bmily. | 

Antigua, Or Antego, is the laft of thefe iflands 


ttled by the Englifb. Sir Thomas Warner at- 
mpted to form a fettlement there, but with- 
ut fuccefs. However, Francis, Lord Wil- 
ushby, who was Governor of Barbadoes, ob- 
ined a grant of the ifland of Antigua, in 1663, 
om King Charles Il. and planted a colony in 
about three years after. It is fituated in 16° 
'north latitude, and in 63° weft longitude 
m- Londox. It is of acircular form, about zo 
les in diameter, and near 60 in circumference. 


y0L, IV, il: The 


and lies in 18°. 12/, north latitude. The country | 
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The climate is far from being agreeable, fince 
it is hotter than in Barbadoes, and very fubjed 
to hurricanes. The foil too is fandy, and great 
part of the land is overgrown with wood. The 
ane difadvantage is, there being but few 
prings, and not fo muchas a fingle brook in the 
whole ifland; fo that the people depend chiefly 
upon rain water, for which they are fometimes 
diitrefled ; yet notwithftanding thefe inconve. 
niences, it is avery confiderable anda very 
thriving plantation. 

Antigua 1s divided into five parifhes, fouro 
which are towns, as St. Johbn’s-Fawa, to the 
northwards which is the capital of the ifland, 
and confifts of about 200 houfes ; and Falmouth 
Parham, and Bridge-Town, to the fouthward 
‘The other parifh is St. Peter’s. 

Befides St. Fohn’s Harbour, which is the mo 
commodious, there are other very good ones, ; 
Five-Ifland Harbour, fo called from five litt 
iflands to the weftward of the ifle of Carlifle- Bay 
Englifh Harbour, at the bottom of which is Fal 
mouth Town, defended by Charles Fort ; nex 
to it is Willoughby-Bay; on the eaft fhore 
Green-Bay ; of which is Green-Ifland ; next t 
this is Nonfuch Harbour, which is a fpacious ba 
There are alfo feveral little iflands, particulat 
to the northward. ‘The forts are in pretty go 
repair; Monk’s.Hill Fort is mounted with} 
pieces of ordnance; the other fort erected 
St. John’s Harbour, is mounted with fourteel 
and there are feven other batteries for thed 
fence of fo many landing-places. “ 
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There are greater plenty of cattle and other 
beafts, efpecially venifon, in ‘this, than in any 
other of the Caribdce-L/lands, the other animals 
WB and vegetables are much the fame. When 
BB Antigua was firft planted, fugar, indigo, ginger, 
BB and tobacco were its chief commodities ; but 

now, ginger and indigo are feldom Cultivated 
there. The fugar and tobacco were, however, 
both bad of the fort, and the former was fo 
black and courfe, that no art feemed capable of 
refining it. It was therefore generally fhipped 
of for Holland and Hamburgh, and fold for fix- 
teen fhillings the hundred weight, while other 
Mufcovado fugar fetched 18 or 19 fhillings an 
hundred. ‘But'theplanters of Axtigua have fince 
improved their art, and now make as good Mu/- 
wvado {ugar as any of our fugar-iflands ; and 
though there is not much tobacco planted in 
this ifland, yet what there is now, is not fo bad 
as it was formerly. : 

The number of people in this colony are com- 
puted at about 7000 whites, and 30,000 blacks. 
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Maryland planted by Leonard Calvert, E/7; 4 
particuar Defcription of the Climate, Soil, and 
Produce of the Country. 


ARYLAND was efteemed a part of Vir- 
ginia, till the year 1632, when King 
Charles 1. made a grant of all the country not 
Q2 then 
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then planted, onthe north of Potowmac Rive, 
to Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, 
and this part of the country was afterwards 
called Maryland, in honour of Henrietta-Maria, 
the Queen Confort. The Lord Baltimore fent 
his brother, Leonard Calvert, E{q; with fome Rv- 
man Catholic gentlemen, and other adventurers, 
to the number of 200, to take poffeffion of the 
country, who failing into England on the 22d 
of November, 1633, arrived at Point Comfort, in 
Chefepeak Bay, on the 24th of February follow- 
ing, where being fupplied. with provifions by 
the Englifh of Virginia, they continued their 
voyage northward to the river Potowmac, which 
was appointed the boundary between Virginia 
and Maryland. : 

The adventurers failed up this river, and 
Janding at feveral places on the northern fhore, 
informed the inhabitants, that they were cqmeto 
trade and fettle among them; but though the 
natives did not feem to defire their company, no 
atts of hoftility were committed on either fide, 
and the Englif returning down the river Potow- 
mac again, chofe a place near the mouth of a 
river which falls into it, and which they called 
St. George's River, and there fettled their frii® 
colony. They afterwards advanced to an /n-i 
dian town Called Yeamaco, the capital of thei 
country, and ata conference with the Weorance, 


or Sovereign of the place, to whom they made ) 


confiderable prefents, the Weorance confented, 
that the Englif fhould dwell in one part of th 
town, and his own people in the other till afte 


Aharveft, and that being over, they fhould refigaiyy 


the 
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the whole to the Englif>, and retire farther into 
the country, which they accordingly did. It 
was alfo agreed on both fides, that 1f any wrong 
was done by either party, the nation offending 
fhould make full fatisfaction. The reafon why 
the Yeamoca Indians were fo ready to enter. into 
atreaty with the Engliff, and to yield them a 
fM part of their country, was the hopes of obtain- 
Bi ing their protection and afliftance againit. their 
Mnorthern neighbours, the Safjuahannab Indians, 
with whom they were then at war. 

The Englifa having thus, by the moft law- 
ful methods, obtained the poffeflion of the town, 
gave itthe name of St. Mary’s, and immediately 
applied themfelves with gteat diligence in cul- 
tvating the ground, and raifing large quagtities 
of Indian corn, while the natives went every 
lay into the woods to hunt for game, bringing 
venifon and turkeys to the Exgh/ colony in 
great plenty, for which they received knives, 
tools, and toys, . Thus both nations lived in the 
reatelt friendihip, doing mutual good offices to 
ch other, till fome of the Englio in Virginia, 
nvying the happinefs of this thriving colony, 


dmvickedly fuggelted to the Indians, that thefe 


rangers were not really Engli/b, as they pre- 
iended, but Spaniards, and would enflave them, 
is they had done many of their countrymen. 

The Indians being fo credulous as ta believe 
this report, grew jealous of Mr. Calvert, and 
nade preparations for attacking the colony, 
hich the Engl’ perceiving, ftoad upon their 
uard, and erected a fort for their fecurity, on 
yhich they planted feveral pieces of ordnance, 
Q3 at 
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fat thie firing whereof, the natives were {fo tern. 
fied, that they abandoned their country, and 
left the Engl in full poffeffion of it, who con. 
tinually receiving fupplies and reinforcements 
from England, {con'became a flourifhing people, 
many Popifh families of quality amd fortun 
traniporting themfelves thither, to-avoid the pe. 
nal laws made -againft ‘them in England; and 
ever fince, Maryland has been a-place of refuge 
for thofe of that perfuafion. However, no coun 
try in America can boaft of having had few 
difturbances ‘on aécount-of religion ; for thoug 
the colony now confifts of perfons of all perfua 
fions, they live together in the greateft tranqui 
fity, as if they made it their bufinefs to forge 
the points about which they differ, ‘and to re 
‘member that they agree m thofe of ‘being Ey 
&/bmen and Chriftians ; as fufficiently appears by 
their kind behaviour to the Indians, with whon 
they have fcarce had any difference. 
Maryland is fituated in between ‘38 and 40 
north latitude, and -between 44 and 48° weft lon 
gitude ; ‘however, the-weftern boundaries are ve 
ancertain, fome extending them beyond the Alk 
yazy Mountains. This province is'bounded by 
part of Penfivaniaand the Atlantic Ocean on th 
eaft ; by Virginia onthe fouth ; and the Alliga 


Mountains lie on the weft. The length from 


north to fonth is about 140 miles, but th 
dreadth, fo-far as ‘it is planted, ‘is not fo ‘confi 
derable. ‘The north end of the’bay of Chefepea 
divides Maryland into two parts, Cabled:the eal 
ern ‘and ‘weftern fhores. q 
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‘The -face of the country, like that of Virginia, 


may be divided into the low lands next the fea, 
the hilly country towards the heads of the rivers, 


and the A/iigany Mountains, which are exceed- 
ing high, and run from the north-eaft to the 
fouth-weft, parallel to the Atlantic Ocean. The 
low lands formerly confifted of {wamps of woods, 
and ‘were almoft one continued foreft, till the 
Englife cleared part of it, either to make room 
for their plantations, or for’building of fhips and 
houfes, or the making of tobacco cafks, and 
pipe-ftaves for exportation, which has made fuch 
havock among the woods, that the people begin 
to want timber, efpecially near their forts and 
rivers, towards the heads of which there is a 
mixture of hills and vallies, well planted with 
variety of timber and fruit-trees ; and where 
thefe are wanting, there are large favannahs or 
meadows, where the grafs grows to a {urprifing 
height. ) 

The country is waiered by innumerable 
{prings and a great ma>y fine rivers. The chief 
whereof are, Potowmac. hich rifing in the 
mountains north-weft, runs to the fouth-eaft, 
and feparates Maryland from Virginia, on the 
fouth-weft, and then falls into the middle of 


Chefepeak-Bay. ‘The river Pocomoac, which rifés 
Near the ocean, and runs directly 


fouth, till 
turning to the weft, it alfo falls into Che/epeak- 
Bay, near Watkin’s Point. The river Patuxent 
rifes in Arundel County, and running to the 
fouth -eaft, falls into Chefepeak-Bay, about 20 
miles to the northward of the river Potomac. 


Severn River, ‘rifes on the north weft, runs — 
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fouth-eaft,,and falls into the upper part of the 
fame bay. Cheptonk, rifles on the eaftern fhore, 
and runing to the fouth-weit, falls into ‘the 
fame bay. Safa afras River, rifes in the north. 
eaft, and running almoift due weft, falls into the 
north end of the fame bay. Wicomo River, rifes 
on the eaftern fhore, runs to the fouth-weft, and 
falls into the bay almoft againft the mouth of Pa 
towmac River; and St. George’s River, on the 
weit fide of the bay, runs from north to fouth, 
and falls into the mouth of the river Potoawmac. 
‘There are many other rivers capable of receiving 
large fhips, which, with the numerous bays and 
creeks wherewith the land on every fide is in- 


dented, affords the advantage of bringing vef- | 


fels to the very doors of the planters. 

Though the weather in fammer is exceflively 
hot, and in winter very cold, when the north 
wind blows, yet their heats are feldom trou- 
blefome, and then only in a perfect calm, which 
does not happen above two or three days in the 
year, and then but a few hours at atime; and 
even this inconvenience is made very tolerable, 
by their cool fhades, their open and airy rooms, 
arbours and grottoes. In {pring and autumn 
the weathey 3 is as pleafant as can be wifhed ; even 
the winters do not laft above three or four 
months, and in thefe they have feldom one 
month’s bad weather, During all the reft they 
have-a clear air and a bright fun, and they are 
fcarce ever troubled with Fars They have i ine 
deed fometimes hard frofs. bat they laft no 
longer than. while the wind blows from the 
north, and north-weft point, which is feldom 
| more 
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more than three or four days; and at other 
times, they have no froft at all. Their rains, 
except in the depth of winter, are pleafant and 
refrefhing, and in fummer continue but a few 
hours. However, the fummer fhowers are very 
heavy for the time they laft; and that part of 
the country which lies on the bays of the fea, 
and the mouths of the rivers, is certainly hot 
and moift, but higher up in the country the air 
ismore agreeable, efpecially fince their lands 
have been cleared of wood. In the heat of fum- 
mer they have however dreadful thunder, but as 
it cools and refrefhes the air, the people rather 
wifh for it than fear it. 

Maryland is divided into ten counties, of 
which the fix following are onthe weft fide of 
the bay. St. Mary’s County: Charles’s County ; 
Prince George County ; Calvert County ; Anne- 
Arundel County ; and Baltimore County. The 
counties on the eaft fide of the bay are, Somer/fet 
County ; Dorchefier County; Talbot County ; and 
Cecil County. The capital of the province is 
Annapolis, which is fituated on the Severn; but 
though the Governor refides there, and the 
courts of juftice, and the general affemblies are 
held in the town, it fcarcely confifts of 100 
houfes, for throughout the whole colony of 
Maryland, the Enyli/h live in their feveral plan- 
tations, and therefore all the towns are ex- 
tremely {mall, and indeed every plantation is a 
little town of itfelf, provided with provifions 
and neceffaries ; a confiderable planter’s ware- 
houfe being like a fhop, where he fupplies not 
only himfelf, but the inferior planters, pele 
an 
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and labourers, and has commodities to barter for 
tobacco and other goods ; there ‘being but little 
money in the province, and but little occafion 
for any, as tobacco anfwers all the ufes of gold 
and filver in trade ; and indeed there are few 
fhopkeepers who live intirely by buying and fl. 
ling. The tobacco of this province called 
Orenoko, is ftronger than that of Virginia, and is 
very difagreeable to an Exgli/bman, notwithftand. 
ing it is as profitable to the planter, and to Eng. 
land, there being a great demand for it in the 
eaftern and northern parts of Europe, where itis 
preferred before the fweet-fcented tobacco of 
‘James and York Rivers in Virginia, whence tht 
planters of Maryland finding io good a vent for 
it in foreign markets, have cultivated it fo much, 
that this province is thought to produce as much 
- tobacco as Virginia, and feveral hundred fail of 
fhips are annually employed in the commerce 
between Great Britain and this country. 

The foil 1s here as fruitful asin any country; 
it being a large plain interfperfed with hills, of 
fo eafy an afcent, and of fuch a moderate height, 
that they rather feem an artifictal than a natural 
ornament. The abundance of rivers and brooks 
isno‘f{mall help to the fertility of the foil, and 
there is no gram, plant or tree which ‘grows in 
Virginia, but thrives as well'here ; the produce, 
the animals, and every thing elfe, are the fame 
here as there. The number of white people in 
Maryland, amounts to about 30,000, and the nes 
groes or flaves to about 85,000. 
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An Account of the Conqueft of Jamaica. A Defcrip- 
tion of that Ifland and its Produ&ions, particu- 
larly the Cacao, or Chocolate-Nut, Pimento, or 
Jamaica Pepper, the wild Cinnamon-Tree, and 
the Manner in which Indigo is cultivated and 
prepared. 


Liver Cromwell being fenfible of the advan- 
tages the Spaniards obtained from their 
provinces in America, formed a projeé&t for tak- 
ing from them the fine ifland of A/paniola, and, 
for that purpofe fent a confiderable fquadron of 
men of war commanded by General Pez, with 
a fleet of tranfports under General Venables, 
with which they failed from Port/mouth, and ar- 
tived at Barbadoes on the 15th of January, 1654. 
They afterwards failed to Hifpaniola, where be- 
ing repulfed with lofs, it was refolved to 
what could be done againft the ifland of 7a- 
maita. : 

The fleet and troops being arrived at this laft 
iiland,. General Venables iffued orders, that if 
any man attempted to run away, the next man 
to him fhould put him to death, and that if he 
failed to do it, he fhould be liable to he tried for 
his life. The troops were no fooner landed than 
they advanced towards the fort, which they 
made themfelves matters of with little lofs, and 
the next morning when the fun arofe, began to 
marca 
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march towards the favannah near the town, 
when fome Spaniards coming forwards defired 
to treat; but this that General refufed, unlefs 
they would fend his men a conftant fupply of 
provifions, of which they were in great want, 
and to this the Spaniards confented, and actually 
performed their promife. After which, the ol 
lowing articles were at laft agreed upon. That 
all the forts, arms, ammunition, and neceflaries 
of war: that all the fhipping in the harbours of 
the ifland; and all wares, merchandize, €&c, 
fhould be delivered up to General Venables, for 
the ufe of the Protector and the Commonwealth 
of England. ‘That all the inhabitants of the 
ifland, except fome that were particularly named, 
fhould have their lives granted. ‘That thofe 
who chofe it, fhould have leave to ftay, and the 
others be tran{ported to New-Spain, or fomeé 
other of his Catholic Majefty’s dominions in 
America, together with their apparel, books and 
papers. That the commiffion-officers alone at 
their departure fhould be permitted to wear their 
rapiers and poinyards, and that the artificers and 
meaner fort of people, fhould be permitted to 
remain in the ifland, and to enjoy their goods, 
tip they comformed to thelaws that fhould 
e eftablifhed. 

Thus the fine ifland of Famaica was fabdued, 
and though the Spaniards continued to lurk about 
fome parts of it for feveral years afterwards, and 
once made a bold attempt ro recover the place, 
yet Colonel Doy/y forced them to withdraw, and 
fo effectually reduced the whole ifland, that at 
the Reftoration the Spaniards yielded it to the 
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Crown of Great Britain, to which it has belonged 
ever fince ; and is the noblett pofleffion we have 
in thofe parts. | 
Famaica is fituated in between 17 and 18? 
north latitude, and between 76 and 79° wett- 
longitude. It is 140 miles in length, and in 
the middle about 60 in breadth, growing lefs 
owards each end. It is about 20 leagues eaft 
of. Hi/paniola,; and as many fouth of Cuéa, and 
isupwards of 150 leagues to the northward of 
orto Bello and Carthagena. ‘The whole ifland 
is one continued ridge of hills, which run from 
aft to weft through the middle of it, and are 
renerally called the Blue Mountains ; and on each 
de there are other hills much lowet. The 
nountainows part is very fteep and furrowed on 
enorth and fouth fides of the higheft hills, by 
ery deep channels, made by violent rains, which 
moft every day fall on the mountains, and firft 
earing a {mall channel for their paflage, and 
terwards carrying all before them, make their 
hannels extremely deep. All the high lands 
ecovered with woods, in which there is very 
ood timber, though the foil is there extremiel 
tren, and they are obliged to fhoot their fi- 
fous roots into the crannies of the rocks. Moft 
@ the favannahs, or plains fit for pafture and 
Mleared of wood, are like our meadow land, and 
e near the fouth fide of the ifland, where a: 
tion may ride many miles without meeting 
ith the leaft afcent; fome of thefe plains are 
ithin land encircled with hills. Thefe favan- 
ahs are very green and pleafant after rain, but 
ter a long drought look yellow and parched. 
Vou. LV. R The 
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The chief ports in the ifland are Port-Royah 
which is a fine capacious harbour; O/d Harbour 
which lies feven or eight miles weft of St. Jago 
Port Morant at the eaft end, and Poine Neos; 
at the weft end of the ifland; befides whic 
there are feveral others on the fouth and no 
fides. But it is dangerous approaching the coal 
without a pilot, on account of the coral roc 
with which it is almoft furrounded. 

There are near 100 rivers in Famaica, bu 
none of them navigable; for rifing in the mounf™ ing 
tains in the middle of the ifland, they precipita tre 
themfelves down the rocks to the north an 


fouth, falling into the fea before they have rugm and 
many miles, and frequently carry down wit con 
them, large trees and great pieces. of rock, anggat | 
it is very common to have catara¢ts among t f 
mountains 50 or 60 feet high: Yet in dry yeaqm tha 
water is very {carce in the favannah diftant fromm of | 
rivers, fo that many cattle die with driving og larl 
water; and it is remarkable that fome rivers ig Ra 


the mountains rife above and fink under groung™ hea 
in many places, and in particular the Rio d’Om the 
falls and rifes two or three times. Some of thi are 
fprings and rivers petrify their channels and fol fon 
their courfe by a cement, which unites the grav@l 
and fand in their bottoms. There are feveral ha in < 


{prings, and alfo many falt {fprings which forg§ the 
Salt Lagunas, or great ponds, particularly Rid in | 
toa-Pond, which receives a great deal of wat@] we! 
by a river, and yet has no vifihle rivulet or dij any 
charge running from it; and in thefe and oth@ fea 
ponds formed by the fea water, great plenty of fa lar 
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tsmade by the heat of the fun exnening the 
moifture. 

This ifland bien 7° within the tropic, has the 
trade wind continually there, which is on the 
fouth fide of the ifland, and is called the Sea 
Breeze. It comes about eight o’clock in the 
morning, and increafes till twelve in the day, 
and then as the fun grows lower, it decreafes till 
there is none at four in theafternoon. ‘The Land 
Breeze begins about eight in the evening, blow~ 
ing four leagues into the fea: it continues in- 
creafing till twelve at night, and decreafes again 
till four. ‘hus as the land wind blows at night 
rug and the fea breeze in the day time, no fhips can 
ity come into port except in the day, nor go out but 
ang at break of day or very foon after. 

This ifland is fo very fubje& to earthquakes, 
that the inhabitants expect one every year ; fome 
of thefe have been extremely dreadful, particu-- 
larly in the year 1692, when the town of Port- 
Royal was almoft fwallowed up. ‘Thunder is 
heard almoft every day in the mountains, with 
the rains there; froft and fnow, however, 
are never feen in this hot climate, but hail is 
fometimes very large. | 

The dews are here fo great within land, that 
in a morning the water drops from the leaves of 
the trees, as if ithad rained; and a man riding 
in the night, will find his cleats and hair very 


any fogs in the plains or fandy places near the 

th fea. ‘Ihe rains are violent, and the drops very 
fia large. Generally {peaking the great rainy fea- 
fons are in May and OG@ober, when they begin 

R z | at 


wet in a fhort time; but there are feldom 
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at the new or full moon, and continue day and 
night for a fortnight, fo that Sir Hans Sloane ob.. 
ferves, that all the level places are laid fome 
inches under water, In the month of January 
is alfo expected a rainy feafon; but this is 
neither fo conftant, nor fo violent as the two 
others. 

As to the produce of the ifland, it has all the 
tropical fruits, as plantains, cocoas, pine apples, 
cacao or the chocolate nut, pimento, cotton- 
trees, woods for dying, mahogany, and man- 
chineel wood: ginger, and feveral medicinal, 
drugsand gums. As this ifland produces more 
of the cacao or chocolate nuts than any of our 
plantations, we fhall here give a particular ac- 
count of them. 

The cacao nuts grow on a tree, in green, red 
and yellow pods, every pod having in it, three, 
four or five kernels, about the bignefs and fhape 
of chefnuts, which are feparated from each other 
by a fubftance like the pulp of a roafted apple, 
that is moderately fharp and {weet, from which 
thefe kernels or nuts are taken when ripe and 
cured by drying. The body of a cacao-tree 1s 
commonly four inches in diameter, five feet in 
height, and about twelve to the top of the tree. 
‘T’hefe trees are very different, for fome fhoot up 
in two or three bodies, and others only in one; 
Their leaves, unlefs in very young trees, ore 
many of them dead, and mott of them difco- 
loured ; a bearing tree generally yields from twa 
to eight pounds of nuts a year, growing out of 
the body or great limbs and boughts and at the 
fame place there are both bloffoms, rong 
an 
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and ripe fruit. Thefe.trees are always planted 
under the fhade. Some fet them under plantain 


trees, and fome inthe woods. The nuts are 
cured by their being cut down when ripe, and 
laid to fweat three or four days in the pods, 
which is done by throwing them on heaps; af- 
ter this the pods are cut; the nuts taken out and 
put into a trough, covered with plantain leaves, 
where they {weat again about fixteen or twenty 
days; they are then put to dry three or four 
weeks in the fun, and then become of a dark 
reddifh colour. : 
Pimento is another of the natural produétions 
of Famaica, {from ;whence it 1s called Famaica 
pepper, that being the chief place where it is 
found. ‘The Pimento tree is generally very tall 
and fpreading, with a trunk as thick as a man’s 
thigh: it rifes ftrait above 30 feet high, and is 
covered with an extraordinary fmooth bark of a 
grey colour ; it then {preads into branches, which 
have leaves refembling thofe of a bay-tree, and 
when bruifed are very odoriferous. ‘The ends 
of the twig are branched into bunches of flow- 
ers, which falling off, are fucceeded by bunches 
of berries crowned with four {mall leaves, Thefe 
berries are at firft {mall and greenith, but when 
ripe they are bigger than juniper berries; they 
are then black, fmooth and fhining, and contain 
a{mall green aromatic pulp, with two large feeds 
feparated by a membrane. | 
This tree grows on all the hilly parts of the 
land of Jamaica, but chiefly on the north fide; 
it is generally left ftanding when other trees are 
felled, and is fometimes planted where it. never 
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grew before, on account of the great profit arifing 
from the fruit, which is annually exported in 
great quantities into Europe. ‘The Pimenio tree 
flowers in June, Fuly and Augu/t, fooner or later 
according to the fituation, and different feafon 
for rains, and after it fowers, the fruit foon ri- 
pens, but in clear open grounds, it is fooner ripe 
than in thick woods. 

There is no great dificulty in curing or pre- 
ferving this fruit: This is forthe moft part done 
by the negroes, who climb the trees, and pull 
off the twigs with the unripe green fruit, after 
which they carefully feparate the fruit from the 
twigs and leaves, and expofe it to the fun for 
many days, from its rifing toits fetting ; fpread. 
ing the berries thin on cloths, turning them 
frequently, and carefully avoiding the dews. By 
this means they become a little wrinkled, and 
from a green, change to a brown colour, when 
they are fit for the market; being of different 
fizes, but commonly of the bignefs of black 
pepper, and refembling in fmell and tafte a 
2 mixture of fpices, from whence it is called 
All-fpice. ‘The more fragrant and {maller they 
are, they are accounted the better. That great 
Phyfician Sir Hans Sloane obfetves, that this is de- 
fervedly reckoned the beft, moft temperate, mild 
and innocent of all fpices. 

The wild Cinnamon, or more properly Canella 
alba tree, alfo grows in this ifland. Its trunk ts 
about the bignefs of that of the Pzmento-tree, 
and rifes 20 or 30 feet high, having many 
branches and twigs hanging downwards, and 


forming a very beautiful top. The bark mv 
ifts 
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fits of two parts; the outward bark is as thin 
as a fhilling, of a whitifh afh or grey colour, 
with fome white fpots here and there upon it, 
and feveral fhallow furrows of a darker colour, 
running varioufly through it. This bark isof an 
aromatic tafte. ‘Theinward bark is as thick as 
a crown piece, fmooth, and of a whiter colour | 
than the outward; it has a much more bitin 
and aromatic tafte, fomewhat like that of cloves. 
The leaves fhoot out near the ends of the twigs 
without any order, ftanding on foot ftalks, each 
of them two inches in length, and one in 
breadth. ‘They are of a yellowifh green colour 
and are fmooth and fhining without any inci- 
fures about theiredges. The ends of the twigs 
are branched into bunches of {carlet or purple 
flowers, which falling off, are fucceeded by 
clufters af rougifh green berries, of the fize of 
a large pea, that containa pale, green, thin pulp 
and four black fhining feeds of an irregular 
figure. 

All the parts of this treee, when frefh, are very 
hot and aromatic; but in the inward bark of the 
tree is what is chiefly in ufe both in the Exglib 
plantations in the Weft-dedies and in Hurope, and 
itis eafily cured by only cuttingoff the bark and 
letting it dry in the fhade. ‘The ordinary fort 
of people, in the We/?-Indies, ufe it inftead of all 
other fpices, it being thought very good to con- 
fume the immoderate humidity of the ftomach, 
to help digeftion, and expel wind. Rum lofes 
its difagreeable fmell if mixed with this bark, 
‘he tree grows in the favannah weods, and is 
found 
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found on each fide the road between Paffage. 
Fort, and the town of St. Fago de la Vega. 

As great quantities of Indigo have been pro. 
duced in Jamaica, we fhall here give a particular 
account of the manner in which it 1s cultivated 


and prepared. It thrives beft in fandy ground, — 


The feed from whence it is raifed, 1s yellow, 
round, and fomewhat lefs than a'tare. The foil 
is made light by hoeing ; then trenches are dug 
like thofe our gardeners prepare for peafe, into 
which the feed is put about March : it grows ripe 
in eight weeks time, and in frefh broken ground 
will {pring up about three feet high, but in others 
to nomore than eighteen inches. The ftalk is 
full of leaves of a deep green colour, and will, 
from the firft fowing, yield many crops in one 
year. When is is ripe it is cut, and fteeped i in 
fats twenty four hours, after which it is cleared 
from the firft water, and put into proper ciiterns, 
where, when it has been carefully beaten, it, 
fettles in about eighteen hours. In thefe cifterns 
are feveral taps, which let the clear water run 
out, and the thick is put into bags of about three 
feet long, made commonly of ofnabrugs, which 
being hung up, all the liquid part drops away ; 
and when it will drop no longer, what remains 
is put jnto wooden boxes about three feet long, 
fourteen inches wide, and one and a half deep; 
thefe boxes are placed in the fun tll the indigo 
is very hot, and then taken in till the extream 
heat is over; and this is repeated till it is 
fufficiently dried. 

Inland that proves proper for Indigo, the la- 
bour of one hand, will in a year’s time produce 
between 


in AMERICA. 189 
between eighty and a hundred weight, if no ac. 
cidents happen ; for indigo, as well as other com- | 
modities in thofe parts is fubject to many ; the 
moft common are blafting and worms, by which 
it is frequently deftroyed. 

There is plenty of cotton in Jamaica, which 
is finer than that in the Caribbee-Iflands. ‘There. 
are befides, three forts of bark ufed by the Tan- 
ners, who tan better here than in England, and 
in fix weeks the leather is ready to work into 
thoes. ‘There are here alfo abundance of dyers 
woods, as fuftic, red-wood, log-wood, and others. 
The ifland alfo abounds in drugs and medici- 
nal herbs, as guaiacum. china root, farfaparilla, 
caflia, tamarinds, vanelloes, &c. But the fugar 
cane is the chief glory of Famaica, for by this 
the jnhabitants have acquired immenfe riches, 
and this ifland is faid annually to produce near 
109,000 hogfheads. 

As to the number of people in the ifland, va- 
rious computations have been made, but accord- 
ing to the beft accounts, there are faid to be 
near 100,000 white people, and four times as 
many negroes. 

The Exgli/h eat munch the fame food as in 
England, and fome other forts, as turtle, bread 
of Indian corn, Yams and Caffavi root. . The 
water is unwholefome near the fea coafts, and 
has deftroyed great numbers of feamen at Port-. 
Royal. 'Thecommon diftempers of the country 
gre fevers, fluxes, and the dry gripes. 


CHAP. 


190 The Difcoveries of th ENGLISH 


CPOoHcofooo ohooh ook +f focwookocyoorocHoohacyooy 


CH AP. XVII. 


The Manner in which Carolina was fettled by the 
Englith, after the Attempts made by the Spaniards 
and French. The Climate and Soil of Carolina, 
4 Defcription of Charles-Town, and Beaufort, 
with the Produce of the Country, and the Manne? 
in which the People prepare their Turpentine, 
Refin, Tar, and Pitch. And a fhort View of 


the Quantity of their Cattle and the Nature of 
their Exports. 


AROLINA is a part of that extenfive coun 

try in North- America, which was formerly 

comprehended underthe name of Florida, It was 

firft difcovered by Sebaftian Cabot, and after- 

wards received the name of Florida from Juan 
Ponce-de Leon. 

The Spaniards endeavoured feveral times to 
make fettlements in this country ; but after many 
unfortunate and expenfive expeditions, being en- 
tirely difcouraged, abandoned it for feveral years. 


At length the French, perceiving that this large | 


tract of land was neglected by the Spaniards, 
Admiral Coligny fent John Ribaut, who formed 
a fettlement here in the reign of Charles IX. 
and having built a fort, called it Charles-Fort 
giving the name of Port-Rcyal to the harbour. 
However, the civil war raging in Frantt, 
Ribaut’s foldiers mutined for want of fupplies; 
for though the natives were very kind to them 
out 
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out of hatred to the Spaniards, they could not 
furnifh them with many of the neceffaries they 
wanted ; Ribaut, therefore, having made fome 
difcoveries in the eaft part of Florida, returned 
to France; but in his paffa8e the men were re- 
duced to fuch extremity, that they killed aud 


-eatone of the crew, and would probably have 


done fo by others, had they not providentially 
met with an Englh/h fhip, which fupplied them 
with fome provifions. ‘T'wo years after, a peace 
being concluded in France between the papifts 
and proteftants, Admiral Coligny procured more 
fhips to be fent; and fome time after Ridaut fol- 
lowed with other veffels and a fupply of men 
and provilions. 

The Freach now began to conceive great hopes 
of this plantation, when afquadron of Span:/b 
fhips drove the French out of the fort, bafely 
killed Riéaut and 600 men, after having given 
them quarter, and obliged the few whom they 
{uttered to remain alive, to return to Frawce. 

The #rench king was the lefs moved with 
this outrage committed on his fubjets, on ac- 
count of their being proteftants : However Peter 
Melanda, who had diflodged the French, fo pro- 
voked the Indians by his cruelty and injuftice, 
that they only waited for an opportunity to be 
revenged, which happened foon after: For Capt. 
de Gorgues, a French gentleman, at his own ex- 
pence, fitted out three ftout fhips, and failing’to 
Carolina with 280 men, was affifted by the Jn- 
dians and having taken Fort Charles put all the 
Spaniards he found therein to the fword. They 
had built two other forts which he eafily reduced, 


fervell. 
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. ferved the garrifon in the fame manner, and then 
demolifhed thefe fortifications, It does not ap- 
pear that Monf. de Gorgues made any {fettiement 
here, or that the Spaniards endeavoured to re- 
cover the country, which from the year 15.67 lay 
deferted by all European nations, till the reign of 
Charles Ul. king of £xgland. 

In 1622, feveral Englif famihes flying from 

the maffacres committed by the Jadiams in Vir- 

inia and New England, were driven upon thefe 
coafts, and fettled in the province of Malica, 
near the head of theriver May, where they be- 
came a kind of miffionaries among the Malicanus 
and Apalachites, and in the year 1653, Mr. Brig- 
ftock, an Englifhman went to Apalachia, where 
che was honourably entertained by his country- — 
men, who were there before. And this perfon 
wrote an account of this fettlement. 

Such was the fituation of things, when after 
this country had been abandoned bo the French 
for near 100 years, King Charles U. madea 

rant of this province in 1663, to £Zdward Earl 
of Clarendon, Lord High Chancellor of Exgland, 
George Duke of Albemarle; William, Lord 
Craven, Anthony, Lord Afbly, Sir George Car- 
teret, Sir William Berkely, and Sir Fohn Colli- 
ton; from the north-end of Lack I/fland, within 
36°. of north latitude, to the river San Maizthio, 
which borders on the coaft of Florida, and 1s 
within 31°. of north latitude, and to the weft- 
ward as far as the fouth feas. 

Thefe proprietors afterwards obtained another 
grant which fomewhat varied the bounds of the 
province, by fixing its northern ftontier at 

Carotoch- 


Carotoch-River, in 36°. 30. north latitude, and 
its fouthern frontier in 29*. within which bounds 
both the Carolinas, and the new province of 
Georgia are included. 

The plan of yovernment for this new colony 
was ftruck out by that great Statefman, Anthony 
Earl of Shaft/oury, and digefted into form by the 
jutly celebrated Mr. ‘Zohn Locke; but afterit had 
been in the poffesfion of the proprietors or their 
heirs, for: about 60 years, feven of them fold 
their fhares to the crown for 17,500]. each pro- 
prietor who had a whole fhare, having 2,c5001. 
and the quit-rents, and other incomes due to 
thefe proprietors, amounting to about goool. 
they alfo fold them to the crown for 5000 1. 
This furrender was confirmed by A&ct of Parlia- 
ment, in the year 1728, when the remaining 
one eighth of the property in the poffeffion of 
the Lord Carteret, was confirmed to him and his 


to his majefty by this Act, he has ever fince ap- 
pointed the governors of North and South 
Carolina, 

This province is feated between the extremes 
of heat and cold; but yet the heat is more 
toublefome in fummer than the cold in winter, 
this laft feafon being very fhort, and frofty morn- 

gs frequently fucceeded by warm days. The 
is [eltis for the moft part ferene and clear, both in 
immer and winter; yet the inhabitants have 
elr winter rains, and fometimes very heav 
howers about Midfummer, efpecially if the wind 
hanges fuddenly from the fouth-eaft to the 
iorth-weft, when it blows exceeding cold, and 
be we You. TY. S brings 
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heirs: And in confequence of the powers granted. 
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brings diftempers on thofe, who do nor tale 


care to guard againft it. To thafe who live re. to 
gularly and ufe any precaution, the country isl tt 
generally healthful; But perfons who after gf 4 
hot day expofe themfelves to the cold breezes of M fo 
the evening, uiually feel their effects; asdof T 
thofe who indulge themfelves in eating grea fll bz 


quantities of frujt, and drinking pernicious 1, fi fo 
quors to excefs, This country is fubjeét to hur bu 


_ yicanes, as well as the Carjbbee-Iffands, but thefelll én 


do not happen every year. or 

This province is now divided into North and 
South Carolina, and the country known by the 
name of Georgia, is alfo within the original 
limits of this colony, but at prefent, we half 
only concern ourfelves with the two firft men 
tioned provinces, and fhall treat of the lait i 
its proper place. . 

North-Carolina is bounded by Virg/nia on the 


north; by theocean on the eat; by a line drawal pal 


in 34°. from the ocean to the mountains, on the £7; 
fouth ; and by that part of Florida poffefled byl anc 
the Indians, on the weft ; and is fubdivided intamo 
14 townfhips or parifhes. | fhiy 

South-Carolina is divided from North-Carofingl loa: 
by the above imaginary line, on the north; b 
the ocean on the eaft; by the river Savannah 
which feparates itfelf from Georgza, on the fouth 
and by the country of the Jnaiaus on the wel 
being divided into 14 parifhes or townfhips. Bu 
the chief, and almoft the only town, 1n bot 
Carolinas is Charles-Town, fituated in 32°. 45! 
north latitude, on the point of the penintiul 
formed by Afbley and Cooper Rivers ; the form 
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em ef which ts navigable for fhips 20 miles above 
ism the town, and for boats and large canoes near 
af 40 miles farther; the other river is not navigable 
off for fhips fo far; but for boats much farther. 
dof The harbour is fecured by Fusnfon’s Fort, which 
ati bas 20 guns level with the water. The town 
li- MM fome years ago contained upwards of 600 houfes, 
n-fm but their number 1s by this time probably much 
efef encreafed ; they are generally well built of brick 
or timber, moit of them afe fafhed, and formed 
nd into regular and fpacious ftreets, and the inha- 
them bitants have here one of the moft magnificent 
churches in all America, it having three ifles, 
galleries which extend all round, and an organ. 
The town of Beaufort is fituated on the ifland 
of Port Royal, iu 31°. 40’. north Iatitude, and 
100 miles fouth of Charles Town; the ifland and 
mm continent forming a fine capacious harbour, ca- 
pable of containing the whole royal navy of 
Mlngland. ‘This land confitts of near 1000 acres 
and is navrgable all round for boats and petti- 
int@mucers, or great Canoes, and one half of it for 
hipping, where large veflels may load and un- 
load from the fhore. But there are faid to be 
not much above threefcore houfes in the town of 
Beaufort, though for its advantageous fituation, 
it will probably be one day the capital of Ca- 
tolina, as it 1s already the ftation for the Briti/> 
leets in thofefeas. ‘There is another port town 
merected at Wingaw, about 50 miles to the north- 
ward of Charles Town, to which they have 
given the name of George Town. 
As to the produce of the country, all forts of 
bees and plants wil] grow there, as well as can 
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be wifhed, particular citron trees; white mul. 
berry trees, for feeding of filk worms ; orange 
trees, olives, vines, rice, wheat, barley, oats, 
peafe, beans, hemp, flax, cotton, tobacco and 
indigo. ‘The lands are not difficult to clear, be- 
caufe there are neither ftones nor brambles, but 
only great trees which do not grow very thick, 
fo that more land may be cleared there 1n one 
week, than could be done in Europe ina month. 
{t 1s cuftomary in the country to cut down thele 
great trees, and to leave the ftumps four or five 
years to rot, after which they root them up, in 
order to manure the land. The ground is indeed 
fandy, but this fand is impregnated with a [alt 
Or nitre, which renders it very fruitful, fo that 
there are a great number of plantations that have 
been continually cultivated for 70 years, which 
yet produce great crops, without ever being 
manured ; for they never lay any dung on the 
ground. | 

Silk worms in Carolina, are hatched from the 
egp about the middle of March; at the fame time 
that the mulberry leaves, which are their food, 
begin to open; being attended and fed tx 
weeks, they eat no more, but have fmall buthes 
fet up for them to fpin themfelves into bails, 
that are thrown into warm water and wound of 
into raw filk. 

Turpentine, refin, tar and pitch are all pro- 
duced from a fort of pine tree. Turpentine by 
cutting in the ftanding green trees, feveral chan- 
nels that meet at the foot of the tree, wherea 
receiver is placed. ‘Thefe channels are cut a 
high as a perfon can reach with an ax, and the 
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bark is peeled off from all thofe parts of the trunk 
e @ that are expofed tothe fun, that its heat may the 
» m more eafily force out the turpentine which flows 
d @ into the receiver. This turpentine being boiled 
- @ in kettles becomes refin. 
it Tar is made by preparing a circular floor of 
<,m clay, declining towards the centre, from which 
1¢ @ is laid floping a wooden pipe, which reaches 
h. @ about ten feet without the circumference. Under 
fe @ the end, the earth is dug away, and barrels 
ve @ placed to recetve the tar as it runs, Upon the 
in floor is butlt a pile of dry pine wood, fplit in 
ed @ pieces, and furrounded with a wall of earth, 
alt which covers it all over, except a little at the 
hat HM top, where the fire is firft kindled; after the fire 
ave @ besins to burn they alfo cover the top, to pre- 
ich @ vent there being any flame, and only a fufficient 
ing @ heat to force the tar downwards into the pipe in 
the @ the centre of the floor. This heat they temper 
as they pleafe, by thrufting a ftick through the 
the @ earth and letting in the air at as many places as 
ime @ they think proper. Pitch is made by boiling tar 
od, M in large iron kettles fet in furnaces, or by burn- 
fix @ ing it in round clay holes made in the earth. 
Black cattle have greatly increafed fince the 
firft fettling of the colony, for about 50 years 
asc, it was reckoned pretty extraordinary for a 
man to have three or four cows, though now 
fome people have tooo head, and it 1s very 
common fora man to have 200. ‘The cows 
sraze in the foreft, and the calves being feparated 
aid kept in paftures fenced in, they return 
home at night to fuckle them. Here are alfo 
abundance of hogs, that go daily to feed in the 
$3 woods, 
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woods, on nuts and roots, but having a fhelter 
at home, and fomething given them to eat, they 
generally return in the evening. ‘The beef and 
pork produced here, find a good market ia the 
fugar iflands. : 

The trade of Carolina is now fo confiderable, 
that above 200 fhips annually fail from thence 
Jaden with merchandize of the growth of the 
country, and it appeared from the cufton houfe 
entries, at Charles Town, {fo long ago as from 
March 1730 to March 1731, that they exported 
in that year 41,957 barrels of rice, about 500 
pounds weight per barrel; 10,750 barrels of 
pitch ; 2063 of tars; and 759 of turpentine; 
300 cafks of deer fkins, containing $ or goo 
each; befides a vaft quantity of Indian corn, 
peafe, and beans, beef, pork, and other falted 
flefh ; beans, plank and timber for building, as 
oak, walnut, pine, cedar and cyprefs; and they 
now export great quantities of indigo. 

They carry ona great trade with the Indians, 
from whom they procure vaft quantities of tkins, 
in exchange for which they give them powder 
and fhot, courfe cloth, vermillion, iron, ftrong 
liquors, and fome other goods, by which they 
have a very confiderable profit, and to affift them 


in Cultivating the ground they have above 40,000 
negroes, 
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fn Account of the Settlement of New York, a 


Defcription of that Province, and the Trade of 
its Inhabitants. 


HE next colony in America fettled by the 
Englijh, was that of New York, to which 
we have a double right, that of difcovery and 
congueft. The coait was firft viewed by SeLa/- 
tian Cabot, and in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
that country was confidered as a part of the pro- 
vince of Virginia. Afterwards in the year 1608 
the famous Navigator Hud/on, difcovered the 
tiver that has fince born his name, and the ad- 
Jacent country, which he afterwards, without any 
legal authority, fold tothe Dutch, who planted 
there. Atleneth fotne Engli/> diffenters, who 
for the fake of relict 10us liberty, fled to Holland, — 
hearing rhe Dutch give an inviting defcription of 
the river, climate, and foil of this country, em- 
barked in order to fail thither ; but the mafter of 
the fhip being bribed by the Dutch, obliged 
them to land farther to the northward, where 
they became the firit planters of New England. 
Two or three years before this, Sir "Sagal 
Argall had deftroyed the Datch plantations, when 
to prevent the like for the future, they applied to 
King Jame: for his licence to ftay there, to build 
cottages, and to plant for traffic, as well as fub- 
fiitence, pretending that it was only: for the con- 


veniency 


209 0- The Difeoveries of th ENGLISH 


veniency of their fhips, touching there for freh 
water and provifions, in their voyage to Brafl; 
but by little and little they extended their limits, 
built towns, fortified them, became a flourifhing 
colony, and called the country Nova Belvia. 

The Dutch colonies were in this thriving con- 
dition at the opening of the firft Dutch war in 
King Charles the Second’s reign, when they were 
attacked by the Engli/h in 1644, by Sir Robert 
Car, who was fent to take poffeflion of this plan- 
tation. He took with him between 2 and 3000 
men, and offering protection to fuch of the inha- 
bitants as fubmitted, became mafter of the whole 
country withouta blow. After which his majefty 
gave leave to fuch of the inhabitants as were in- 
clined to it, to flay, and fuffered the reft to de- 
part freely with their effeéts. The number of 
the latter was but very inconfiderable in compa- 
rifon of the former. Col. Nichols was left go- 
_ vernor of the province and continued fo 20 years ; 
in which time he brought the people not only to 
relifh, but to be in love with the Exgli govern- 
ment; fo that there never was the leait dif- 
turbance among the inhabitants, on account of 
their being fubje&t to England. 

The Duke of York granted away part of this 
province, but the remainder, which is now ftiled 
New-York, has ever fince continued a royal go- 
vernment. This province is bounded by Cazada 
on the north ; by New-Exgland on the ealt ; by 
the Ocean on the fouth ; and by the five Indian 
nations and Penfylvania on the weft, extending 
above 200 miles in length from north to fouth; 


but it is fcarce 60 miles broad in any part. To 
this 
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this muft be added the ifland of Manahattan, 
upon which the city of New-York 1s built; Staten 
Lland and Long Ifland, all which lie before the 
mouth of Hud/on’s River, and are comprehended 
in New-York proper. : 

This province is divided into ten counties, 
which proceeding from north to fouth, down 
Hudjfon’s River, lie in the following order, 
Albany, Ulffer, Dutchefs, Orange, King’s County, 
Chefler, New-¥ork County, Queen’s County, 
Suffole County, and Richmond County, which 
abound in farms, but have not many great 
towns ; the principal are New-York city, Sche- 
neclida Albany, and Weft Chefter. 

New-York city is fituated in 40°. 40’. north 
fatitude, and 47°. 4/. weft longitude, at the fouth. 
end of York County, in an ifland at the mouth of 
Hudjon’s River, about fourteen miles long and 
three broad. As this city ftands upon an emi- 
nence, and contains above 1000 houfes well buiit 
with brick and ftone, and has a wall and forts 
that ferve as well for ornament as defence, there 
is fcarce any town in North America that makes a 
betterappearance. The public buildings are the 
feveral churches, belonging to thofe of the church 
of England; to the Swedes of the Lutheran per- 
fuafion ; to the Dutch Calvinifts; the French 
refugees; and the Exglifb diflenters ; the town 
houle, and the edifice where their general aflem- 
blies and courts of juftice are held. 

This city has an excellent harbour furnifhed 
with commodious keys and warehoufes, and em- 
ploys fome hundreds of veffels in its foreign 
trade and fifheries. 

As 
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As New-York may be confidered as the frontiet 
garrifon in thé fouth, againft an invafion from 
any maritime power; fo SchenedtGa town and 
fort, in thé county of Albany, 20 milés forth of 
the town of Aléany, may be deemed the frontier 
on the north againft the French of Canada, and 
their Jedian allies, who in the year 1688 fur. 
prized and almoft demolifhed the town, with the 
works about it; but they have fince been re- 
paired and enlarged, and Fort Nichol/on, and fome 
others have been eref&ted. Albany is a Confider- 
able town in Hud/oa’s River, 150 miles north of 
New York city, and has a fort ere@ted for its des 
fence. Here the fachems or kings of the five na- 
tions meet the governors of our northern colonies, 
to renew their alliances, and concert meafures for 
their defence againft the common enemy. 

South weft of the ifland and county of New- 
York lies Staten Ifand, which is about ten miles 
in length, and fix in breadth, and has a great 
many good farms and plantations. 

Long Ifland lies eaft of Staten Ifland, and fouth 
éaft of that of New-York, oppofite to the colony 
Of Couneéitut. It is 1§0 miles in length, and 
generally about 12 in breadth, containing three 
of the counties above mentioned, viz. Queen's 
County ; Suffolk County, and Richmond County. 
The chief towns in Queen’s County are Jamaica 
and Hempfead; in Sugfole County, thechief town 
is Oy/fer Bay; and in the laft there is not only 
the town of Richmond, which gives its name to 
that County, but Southampton, North-Caftle, and 
New Windsor. | 
| There 
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There is a celebrated plain in the midft of 
Long Iffand 16 miles long and four broad, to 
which they have given the name of Salifbury- 
Plain from its having as fine a turf as that of 
Sahkfbury-Plain in England. As there is an ex- 
cellent breed of horfes in the ifland, they have 
races here every feafon, to which the gentlemen 
of New-Exgland and New-York refort, as people 
do here to Newmarket. There are other good 
towns in the county of We? Cheffer on the con- 
tinent, eaft of the mouth of Hud/on's-River. 
The chief of which are Wf Se da and Rye. 

The trade from Neav York to the fugar iflands 
1s very confiderable, and confifts in corn, flour, 
heef, pork, peafe, bacon, fmoaked beef, ap- 
ples, onions, boards, and pipe ftaves: for which 
they recelve in return, fugar, melafles,, rum, 
ginger, coffee, (Jc. They alfo drive a very ad- 
ventageous trade with Madzira and the Azores in 
pipe ftaves and fifh, for which they load their 
{hips back with wine and brandy. I: is affirmed 
that the winters being pretty fevere in this 
country, the people take off more of the woolen 
manufactures of this kingdom, than all the 
iflands put together, amaicaexcepted, and res 
turn more gold and filver to pay forthem. The 
number of people in this province are faid to 
amount to above 150,000. 7 : 

His Majefty, whois abfolute Sovereign of 
the foil, appoints the Governor, Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, Secretary and Council; but the free- 
holders of the feyeral counties, elect their own 
reprefentatives. 
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An Account of the Settlement of the Ea and Weft 
Jerfeys, and of the Produce and Trade of thofe v 


Provinces. L 

t} 

HE countries now called the Jer/eys, fell Ww 

under the dominion of the crown of Great fz 
Britain, by the conquett of Nova Belgia or New- 1f] 
York, of which they were a part. ‘The feveral th 
voyages that hid been made for the planting of P, 
Virgin?- ,endered thefe coafts very well known ao 


to multitudes of Exglifh feamen, who being dil- wl 
perfed into different parts of the world, carried 


the news of thefe rich and pleafant countries in Te 
America along with them, wherever they went, eat 
and this infpired ftrangers with a flrong defire §§ Pe: 
of pollefling what we feemed to neglect. the 

The firft Europeans who fettled here were the lati 
S:wedes, who had three towns tn this province, anc 


Chriftina, called by the Indians, Andaftaka, El-  Gjlars 
fingbourgh, and Gottembourg. ‘Their fettlements fis 

were chiefly on the fouth fide of the river towards Ha 
Penfylvania ; oppofite to which there is a place = ls i 
ftill called Fort Elfngbourg. The Szvedes however  fand 
made but little progrefs in their plantation, while = fi li 
the Dutch being always induftrious in promoting a4 


their own advantage, worked them fo far out of, Bru 
it, that Bergen, the northern part of New Ferjey [end 
was almoft entirely new planted by Ho/lunders. (nen 


At length King Charles I. gave this tract in his font] 
| grant V 
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grant of Nova Belgia to the Duke of York, but 
the Englifb made no fettlement in it till feveral 
years after they were in the poffeflion of that 
province, and had much extended their plan- 
tations. 

The Duke of York having tnivelted this pro- 
vince, under the name of Nova Caneria, in John 
Lord Berkeley, and Sir George Carteret, they, or 
their afignees, agreed to divide it into two parts, 
when Ea? Ferfey, which borders on New-York, 
falling to Sir George, whofe family was of the 
iflé of Ferfey, this province took its name from 
thence, and Weft New Ferfey, which borders on 
Penfylvania, falling to the Lord Berkeley, it was 
agreed to give the name of that ifland to the 
whole. 

This entire prevince containing the two 
jerfeys, has the main ocean on the fouth and 
eaft; the river Delawar, which feparates it from 
Peibphaania, on the weft; and Hud/on’s River on 
the north. It lies between 39 and 40°. north 
latitude, and extends in length above 120 miles, 


and 60 in breadth from north to fouth. The 


largeft and beft inhabited part of this province 
is Eaft-Ferfey which extends from Littl-ege 
Harbour, to that part of Hud/on’s River, which. 
is in 41°. north latitude, and to the fouthward 


and weftward was divided from Weff-Ferfey by — 


a line of partition, that extends in length from 
88 Harbour to the fouth branch of Raritan 
‘iver, and contains Bergen county, Efex county, 
and Middlefex, on the north fide of the laft 
entioned river, and Monmouth county on the 
oath. Weft Ferfey contains the fame number 
Vou. LY. r of 
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of counties, and thefe are Burlington, Gloucefter, 
Salem, and Cape May. 

Thefe two provinces were for a confiderable 
time, in the hands of different proprietors; but 
at leneth on the 22d of April 1702, thefe pro- 
prietors made an affignment of their rights to 
Queen Anne, and ever fince that time, they have 
conftituted but one royal government, the King 
appointing the Governor and Council, and the 
freemen chufing the reprefentative body of the 
commons. Sometimes indeed the Governor of 
New-York, is alfo Governor of the Jer/eys, but 
this is always by a feparate commifiion. 

The chief towns in the Fer/eys are, firlt, Perth 
Amboy, the capital of the county of Middlefex, 
pleafantly fituated at the mouth of Raritan River, 
which had it been built according to the intended 
model, would have been one of the fineft towns 
in North America; but planters have not reforted 
to it as was expected, though it is fo commodi- 
oully fitdated for trade, that fhips of 300 tons 
may come up in one tide and lie before the 
merchants doors; but Ehzabeth’s Town, which 
is the capital of the county of E/ex, and is fitu- 
ated to the north, flonrifhes much more, and 
may {till be deemed the moft confiderable town 
in the Ferfeys. The other principal towns are 
Bergen, the capital of the county of the fame 
name; Middleton; Shrew/bury; and Freehold in 
the county of Monmouth; Burlington or Brid- 
ington, the capital of the county of Burlington, 
and of all Wef-Ferfey: This laft town is fituated 
on an ifland in the middle of the river Delawar, 
to 
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to the northward of Philadelphia in Penfyluania, 
but on the oppofite fide of the river: The houfes 
are handfomely built of brick, and laid out into 
{pacious ftreets, with ‘commodious keys and 
wharfs to which fhips of 2 or 300 tons may come 
up. It has alfo an handfome market place, a 
town houfe where the courts of juftice were for- 
merly held, and two good bridges over the 
fiver; the one called London-Bridge, and the 
other York- Bridge, and having an eafy communi- 
cation with Philadelphia and the ocean, by means 
of the river Salem, which falls into Delawar bay, 
it is faid to be one of the beft towns in Wef- 
Jerfey, whether we confidet its ftuation, build- 
ings or trade. 

Tl:¢ foil and conveniences of rivers and creeks 
aré much the fame in both Zer/eys, except that 
Weft-Ferfey abounds more in the latter, from its 
fituation on Delawar River. As the Englifh 
colony behaved with fuch integrity to the I[n- 
dians, as to purchafe of them the land they 
planted, they have had the advantage of living 
without moleftation, and it 1s computed that the 
inhabitants amount to about 100,000. But 
there are not above 200 Indians in this pro- 
vince. 

The country produtes plenty of all forts of 
grain, and the inhabitants, befides carrying pro- 
vifions to the fugar iflands, drive a trade in furs 
and fkins. They alfo fhip off train oil, iron, 
copper, black-cattle, fifh, corn, and other pro- 
vifions for Portugal, Spain, and the Canaries. 
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KORO WOOT IORIX 
CHAP. XXI. 


The Hiftcry of the various Settlements and Revolu- 
tions in the Lucayan or Bahama J/lands. 


E now come to the fettlement of the 

Lucayan or Bahama iulands, the firft parts 
of the new world, difcovered by Columbus, who 
arrived firft at Guanabani, to which he gave the 
name of S+. Salwador, but the Englif changed it 
to that of Cat Ifland. The Spaniards never 
thought of fettling there, but afterwards con- 
tented themfelves with cruelly extirpating the 
native inhabitants, who were at that time re- 
markable for being the beft people in all 
America: And thus they wantonly murdered 
many thoufands of innocent perfons, without 
any advantage to themfelves. 

As thefe iflands lie pretty much out of the 
courfe of fhips bound to the continent of America, 
it was long before we had any notice of them; 
But in 1667, Capt. William Sayle being bound 
to Carolina, was forced by a ftorm among thefe 
iflands, and had an opportunity of examining 
them carefully, particularly a large ifland to 
which he gave his own name. But being a 
fecond time ¢riven upon it, when bound to the 
continent, he gave it the name of Providence. 

After his return to England, he let the pro- 
prietors of Carolina know the fituation and cir- 
camitances of thefe iflands; obferving that m 
Cale 
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cafe they were fettled, they might not only be 
of great benefit to this nation, but be aconftant 
check on the French and Spaniards, in cafe of a 
breach with either, or both of thofe nations. 
Thefe reafons being fuggefted to King Charles IJ. 
his Majefty made a grant of the Bahama iflands, 
to George Duke of Albemarle. Anthony Lord Afbley, 
John Lord Berkeley, William Lord Craven, Sir 
George Carteret, and Sir Peter Colliton. . 

The Bahama iflands are fituated to the north 
of Cuba, and ftretch to the north eaft from the 


B® fouth weft between 21 and 27°. of north latitude, 


and between 73 and 8r° of weft longitude. 
The ifland of Bahama, which communicates its 
name to the reft, is feated in the latitude of 26°, 
30’, at the diftance of about 20 or 30 leagues 
from the continent of Florida. It is about 50 
miles in length, but fcarce any where 60 miles 
in breadth, and in many places not half fo broad. 
It is however very pleafant and fruitful; the foil 
is remarkably rich, and the country every 
where abounds with brooks, and {prings of frefh 
water. — 

Providence Ifland, lies in the centre of -fome 
hundreds of iflands, fome of them many miles 
in length, and others no bigger than fmall rocks 
rifing above the water; fo that it is extremely 
dangerous for fhips to be forced in among them 
by atempeft. This ifland lies in 25°. north 
latiiude, and is 28 miles long, and 11 miles broad, 
at the greateft breadth. The moft confiderable 
profit made by the planters of Providence I/land, 
arofe from the misfortures of fuch as were fhip- 
wrecked, or from thofe who in a winter voyage 
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to the continent of America were driven to the 
Bahama Iflands, and put into Providence for pro- 
vifions, which it is trae, had little or none ,but 
what came from Carelina; however the traders 
in the ifland Kept ftore-houfes to fupply thofe 
who wanted, and thefe afforded great relief to 
unfortunate mariners. 

The firft Gévernor who was fent to Previdence 
Ifand by the proprietors was Mr. Chillingworth, 
who went there about the year 1672, when fe- 
veral people failed from Exglaad, and the other 
colonies to fettle there; but living a licentious 
hfe, they grew impatient under government, and 
Mr. Chilingworth, endeavouring to bring them | 
to reafon, they affembled tumultuonfly, feized | 
him, and fhipped him off for Famiaica, after 
which they lived as they thought proper. 

Though fuch an unruly colony afforded but 
little encouragement for any man to put himfelf 
into their hands, yet fix or fevén years after, the 
proprietors made Mr. C/arke, Governor, whofe 
fate was much worfe than that of his prede- 
ceflor’s; for the Spaniards being at that time 
jealous of every new Englife colony towards the 
fouth, landed in Providence, deftroyed all the 
fiock-which the inhabitants could not carry off, 
and burned their houfes: But what is ftill more 
extraordinary, Mr. Trees, one of Mr. Clarke's 
fucceflors always afferted, that the Spaniards 
roafted Mr. C/arke ona fpit, after they had killed 
him. IH is however certain that he was killed, 
and that the people removing to other colonies; 
the ifland remained uninhabited till about the 
time of the revolution, when feveral perfons re- 
moved 
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-mhoved thither from Europe and the continent, 


and a new Governor was appointed by the pro- 
prietors. 

About ten years after, there were in Provi- 
dence and the adjacent iflands, near tooo inha- 
bitants; fome tobacco was planted; a fugar 
mill fet up, and other improvements made, but 
in 1708, the Spaniards and French landed, fur- 
prized the fort, took the Governor prifoner, 
plundered and ftripped the Exgii/b, burned the 
town of Nafazu, together with the church, ruined 
the fort and nailed up the guns. After which 
they carried off the Governor and about half 
the blacks, the reft faving themfelves in the 
woods, but in about a month after they returned, 
and took moft of the negroes who were left. 
After this fecond invafion the Zxgi inhabitants 
of the Bahamas thought it mm vain to ftay any 
longer, and therefore removed, fome to Carolina, 
fome to Virginia, and fome to New-England, and 
other places. In the mean time the proprietors 
appointed one Mr. Birch to go over Governor, 
who landing in Providence and finding it a de- 
fart, he did not give himfelf the trouble to open 
his commiflion, but after reniaining there two 
or three months, during which he was forced to 
fleep in the woods, he returned back, and left 
the place uninhabited. 

At length the Basama iflands, becoming a 
receptacle for Pyrates, and the Houfe of Lords. 
confidering that it would be of fatal confe- 
quence if they fell into the hands of an enemy, 
they addreffed her Majefty Queen 4zze, that the 


* Bland of Providence might be put in a pofture of 


defence : 
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defence: But this advice being neglected, their 
Lordfhips, four years after, addreffed his late 
Majefty Kiug George I. upon which he was 
pleafed to give directions for diflodging thefe 
Pyrates; for making fettlements, and erecting a 
fortification. 

Capt. Woodes Rogers was now appointed Go- 
vernor, and failed for Providence in April, 1718, 
with a naval force for fubduing the Pyrates. In 
the meantime Col. Bennert,Governor of Bermudas, 
fent a floop to the ifland, ordering them to fur- 
render, purfuant toa late proclamation. ‘Thofe 
who were then on the ifland gladly accepted the 
mercy offered them, and promifed to furrender 
themfelves as foon as they could get a paflage to 
the Englifh colonies; adding, that they did not 
doubt but their companions who were at fea 
would gladly fc follow their example. Accordingly, 
Capt. Henry Jennings, and fifteen others, imme- 
diatly followd the floop to Bermudas, and fur- 
rendered themfelves, and Capt. LaffZe, Capt. 
Nicholls, Capt. Hernigald, and Capt. Burge/s, fur- 
rendered foon after, and 114 of theirmen. But 
Vane, one of the Captains of the Pyrates, know- 
ing that Capt. Rogers was coming to reduce 
thofe robbers by proclamation, or by force, fet 
fire to a French fhip of 22 guns, which he had 
taken, in order to burn the Rofe frigate, which 
arrived at Nafau: however that frigate got off 
in time by cutting her cables. But this bold. 
and rafh attempt could not have fecured him; 
for foon after there appeared the Mi/ford man of 
war and another, on board of which was the 
Governor, ftanding in for the harbour, upon 
which 
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which Vane, and about 50 of his men, made off 
in a floop. But though the Governor fent a 
floop with a fufficient force after them, they 
made their efcape. 

Mr. Woodes Rogers landed on the 27th of Fuly, 
when he took pofleffion of the fort, and caufed 
his Majeity’s commiffion. to be read in the pre- 
fence of the officers, foldiers, and about 300 
people, whom he found there at his arrival ; 
who had been almoft daily exercifed in arms for 
their defence, in cafe of an attack from the 
Spaniards or French, and Capt. Rogers brought 
with him above 100 foldiers, who being added 
to the other were fufficient to fecure the Bahama 
Lflands. 

Mr. Rogers began to regulate the Govern- 
ment, and to reduce it to order. He nominated 
fix of the adventurers who came with him to be 
of the council, to which he added fix out of fuch 
of the inhabitants as had never been Pyrates. As 
foon as the Governor and Council had fettled 
the board, about 200 of the Pyrates furrendered 
themfelves to them, had certificates of their fur- 
render, and took the oaths of allegiance, as did 
voluntarily the greateit part of the inhabitants of 
Providence, who a few years after were com- 
puted at 1500 perfons; out of thefe were formed 
three companies of militia under officers of their 
own lfland. ‘Thefe companies took their turn 
every night in the town guard at Nafau. The 
independent company was always upon duty in 
the fort, and another of eight guns was erected 
at the eaftermoft entrance into the harbour. 
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214 ThepDifcoveries of th ENGLISH 
_ By thefe methods the face of affairs in this 
part of the world was entirely changed. The 
town of Nafau was rebuilt, a regular force efta- 
blifhed, and plantations laid oat. Soon after the 
neighbouring ifland of Eleuthera was alfo fettled, 
about 60 families fixing themfelves there, erected 
a fmall fort for their defence. The like was. 
done in Harbvar ifland, where the plantation foon 
grew more confiderable, and a large fort was 
built for the protection of the inhabitants. 

At length Mr. Rogers returning to Ezgland, 
was fucceeded in his government by Capt. Fitz 
Williams, and ever fince this laft fettlement of 
thefe iflands, they have been continually im- 
proving, though they advance but flowly. 
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